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Project history 
In December 2015 we met with members of the Erin Woods Community Association traffic 

committee to identify several locations that they thought were concerns. We then reviewed all of 

the locations to determine where we could install our new traffic calming curbs this summer. The 

typical traffic calming project takes approximately two years to do the investigation, design and 

construction. We wanted to see how quickly we could investigate, design and construct the traffic 

calming curbs in a way that addresses the community’s safety concerns.  

 

What we are proposing 
Our traffic calming plan recommends installing a number of different traffic calming measures 

within the community of Erin Woods. We are proposing the use of traffic calming curbs in the shape 

of curb extensions at 13 intersections and as median extensions at two intersections. The curb 

extensions will encourage people driving to slow down as they approach the intersections, while the 

median extensions will encourage people driving to slow down when making left turns.  
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A bike lane is recommended on Erin Woods Boulevard S.E. between Erin Woods Circle and the Erin 

Woods Park. It will narrow the travel lane, encouraging people to drive slowly, and give people 

cycling a designated space to ride their bikes. It will not impact the number of travel lanes or on-

street parking spaces.  

 

We are also recommending that the playground zone sign at Erin Woods Drive and Erin Croft 

Crescent S.E. be moved closer to Erin Park Drive S.E. Shortening the playground zone will help 

people driving remember that they are travelling through a playground zone and need to reduce 

their speeds.  

 

Why we are installing temporary traffic calming measures 

There was an opportunity to pilot our newly developed traffic calming curbs, which cost a lot less 

than permanent curb extensions or medians. This allows us to install more traffic calming devices 

within a community then we are typically able to. We are able to quickly move them around or 

adjust them as required and able to install them much quicker.  We want to assess how the traffic 

calming curbs work to determine what will happen going forward. 

 

What are traffic calming curbs? 
Traffic calming curbs are yellow concrete blocks that are placed 

in the roadway.  When arranged like a curb extension they 

narrow the road to reduce the crossing distance for people 

walking. They will also make it easier for drivers and people 

walking to see each other. By narrowing the road at an 

intersection they encourage drivers to make turns at safer 

speeds. In some cases, they can result in the loss of a parking 

stall. 

 

What is a curb extension? 
A curb extension is typically a sidewalk or green feature 

constructed to extend into the roadway to create a narrower 

road width at an intersection or mid-block. They reduce 

pedestrian crossing distances while improving visibility for both 

pedestrians and motorists. They also increase the corner radius 

so that vehicles must slow down to make a turn. They are also 

used to prevent vehicles from using a parking lane for passing, 

and to alert drivers to changing road conditions. In some cases 

they can result in the loss of one parking space. A curb 

extension does not have an impact on community access and 

minimal impact on snow clearing. They improve neighbourhood, 

pedestrian and cyclist safety by slowing traffic. 

 

 

Next Steps 

Summer 2016 – Install traffic calming curbs, paint the bike lane, and move playground signage. 

Summer 2017 – Collect community input halfway through the pilot. 

Summer 2018 – Collect community input at the end of the pilot. 

Fall 2018 – Determine the future of the project based on community feedback. 

 

How to share your feedback  
You can share your feedback tonight by filling out a comment form or leaving comments on the 

traffic calming plan map, or you can fill out our online survey until July 4th. The online survey can 

be found at Calgary.ca/ErinWoodsCalming. 

Sample of traffic calming curbs. 

Example of a typical curb extension in 

Calgary. 


