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Policy Title: Installation of ‘Out of Sequence’ Traffic Signals Policy 
Policy Number: TP007 
Report Number: 0D85-116 
Approved by: City Council 
Effective Date: 1985 December 2 and amended 1986 January 13 
Business Unit: Roads/ Transportation Planning 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
It has been the policy of the City’s Transportation Department to install traffic 
signals only when intersections meet the installation criteria and funds for the 
installation have been included in the Traffic Capital Budget Program 130.  Over 
time requests have been made by developers to install traffic signals which have 
not been included in the approved construction program.  In some cases, the 
developers have offered to assist The City with financing and the construction. 
 
Prior to 1975, the costs for new traffic signals required by developments were 
negotiated with the developer.  However, after 1975, the need for new signals 
was so great that The City of Calgary began to install them as expeditiously as 
possible.  With the reduction in available funding since 1982, The City policy in 
effect prior to 1975 was again deemed to be appropriate. 
 
With the growth of the City and development increasing, special requests for 
traffic signal installations were coming from mainly non-residential developers, 
who saw a business need for the enhanced access that could be provided by a 
traffic signal.   In this case, developers wanted to install signals in order to 
enhance access to certain buildings such as shopping malls and grocery stores 
and saw the installation as crucial to the economic viability of the development.   
 
In any case, developers of property adjacent to existing traffic signals are 
routinely required to pay the cost of any modifications to the traffic signal made 
necessary by the development.   
 
As such, based on the number and variety of requests by developers, it was 
necessary for The City of Calgary to define the circumstances under which traffic 
signals may be installed outside of the normal priority rating and budgetary 
procedures and how the installation costs might be financed. 
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DEFINITION  
 
WARRANTED TRAFFIC SIGNALS: 
 
Signals that have been identified in reports by The City Transportation 
Department as priority installation locations. These locations are those with high 
volume traffic and current and/or potential concerns with congestion.  As such, 
warranted signals are those that promote access, and enhance the flow of traffic, 
while decreasing congestion and providing optimal safety.   In addition, the 
construction of priority signals is approved at City budget deliberations.  
 
RECENT DEVELOPEMENTS 
 
The Board of Commissioners has approved proposals made by developers 
wherein traffic signals will be installed.  The developers will pay the full cost of 
the signals installation and will be refunded a portion of the cost if the signal 
becomes warranted within five years.   
 
PURPOSE 
 
This policy provides guidelines and procedures for the installation of ‘out of 
sequence’ traffic signals in The City of Calgary.  It serves to identify priority 
locations in the City through a needs assessment based on traffic volume, flow 
and safety considerations.  In addition, it provides an equitable procedure to 
address the number of requests for traffic signals in advance of their proven 
need. 
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POLICY 
 
See attached policy document. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
See attached policy document. 
 
AMENDMENTS 

 
1986 January 13 0D85-116 Draft Policy for Installation of ‘Out of Sequence’ 
Traffic Signals Relative to Council’s Approved Construction List.   

 
The policy was amended by the addition of the sentence “Signals required 
because of traffic generated by the development should be installed with the full 
cost charged to the developer.”  and 

 
The deletion of the words “When a traffic signal” and by the addition of the words 
“For developments already approved and when a traffic signal”, therefore. 
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