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WELCOME 
“DESIGNING STANLEY PARK 
TODAY...CREATING A LEGACY 

FOR THE FUTURE”

STANLEY PARK 
REDEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
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Purpose of the event

 » RECAP on the background to the Stanley Park Redevelopment 
Initiative.

 » SHARE ideas on the future vision for the park.
 » INFORM
 » ACKNOWLEDGE how the design evolved from the stakeholder input.

Format of the event

A number of presentation panels have been prepared to explain the 
process for the Stanley Park Redevelopment Initiative. Feedback from 
earlier consultation events has been summarized on the “What We 
Heard” panels. This has helped inform the vision and concept for the 
future of the park. Input received on the two design concept options was 

The City of Calgary will be on hand to answer any questions you have 
and to listen to your comments. 

Facilitators

The project team is made up of The City of Calgary Parks and Stantec 

INTRODUCTION

Consulting Ltd. staff. Team members are in attendance so please share 
your views with them.

Who are the key stakeholders of the Stanley Park 
Redevelopment Initiative?

YOU...Residents, Neighbours, Recreation Groups, Community 
Associations, Walkers, Cyclists, Nature Enthusiasts and anyone that 

has an interest in making Stanley Park a better place to enjoy!
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Stanley Park Redevelopment Initiative

Stanley Park has become increasingly popular in recent years, resulting in greater demands placed on 
the park.  The City of Calgary Parks has been working on a redevelopment plan for the park.  This plan 
will take into consideration increasing numbers of park visitors, enhance park visitors’ experience, boost 
the park’s environmental health, and identify much needed lifecycle upgrades and replacements.

Why Prepare the Plan?

Stanley Park is a popular multi-use park with a long history and a place in the hearts of the communities 
and users it serves.  As visitor numbers increase, the evolving needs and desires for the park will be 
addressed by this plan.  The goal is to ensure the park remains valuable for users today and into the 
future. To do this, a comprehensive redevelopment plan is required to ensure all activities can be 
balanced in a sustainable way. 

What are the steps in the process?

Calgary Parks retained Stantec Consulting as experienced park planners and engagement specialists 
to assist with this project.  The planning process involved a step by step approach:  

How it all works

Following inputs from stakeholders on the Final Design and Management Plan, the plan will be used 
to request funding for future implementation.  Detailed design development and construction phases 
would be undertaken if and when funding is obtained.          

PROJECTCONTEXT

1 2 3
INPUT
First, community input and user 
input, suggestions and comments 
are gathered. This helps to inform 
how people and key user groups 
use the space.

ANALYSE
Next, information is analyzed for 
appropriateness, feasibility and 
suitability to determine how it should 
be incorporated into the redevelopment 
plan. 

CREATE
Finally, this information is translated into a 
concept plan for the redevelopment of the 
park. The Plan will be presented to the public 
for feedback and refinement. 

BACKGROUND 
REVIEW

STRATEGIC 
FRAMEWORK 

+ FUTURE 
ALTERNATIVES

DRAFT 
REDEVELOPMENT 
+ MANAGEMENT 

PLAN

FINAL 
REDEVELOPMENT  
+ MANAGEMENT 

PLAN

APPLICATION 
FOR PROJECT 

FUNDING

DETAILED 
DESIGN + 

CONSTRUCTION

JANUARY 2013

NOVEMBER 2013*

LATER PHASE 
TO FOLLOW 
AFTER THIS 
PROJECT

FUTURE 
PHASE 

SUBJECT TO 
FUNDING

STAKEHOLDER AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

* date is tentative and may be subject to change

WE ARE HERE
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WHATWEHEARD PHASE1

The early engagement focused on gaining an understanding of 
how people currently use the park, and what was preventing them 
from using it if they did not already.  A number of consultation events 
allowed the public, user groups, and impacted City departments to 
speak with designers and project staff about desires and concerns.  
Sounding boards were strategically located within the park to target 

The following summarizes the engagement activity undertaken in the 

 » March 16: Kick-off Event (open to the public) 74 participants.
 » March 18: City of Calgary Staff Workshop.
 »
 » 2 Sounding Boards located within the park: 1100 comments 

collected between mid March to May 21.
 » Online Survey: posted on the PlaceSpeak website from 1 March to 

10 May.  68 responses.
 » May 23: ”Park in the Box” Youth Workshop held at Rideau Park 

School: 37 Grade 6 students and their teachers.

1 - 5 (25%)

Noted memorable features

Top 5 current activities Top 5 barriers to using Stanley Park

Typical number of visits to the park in the 
summer (June to September)

6 - 10 (11%)

11 - 15 (8%)

15 or more (55%)

Never (2%)

74% of survey respondents rated 
current park experience as 
excellent or good

People participate in moderate 
activity as well as using the park as a 
place to relax.

Summer is a popular time in the park, with 
55% of people making 15 or more visits in 
a month (compared to 34% in the winter 
months). 

Dated or poor quality facilities and a lack 
of parking are major reasons that prevent 
people from visiting the park. 

Walking/jogging

Nature watching

Cycling

Relaxing

Dog walking
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[A “wordcloud” from the sounding board 
comments. Larger text indicates words used more 

frequently]

[Sounding board in the park]

 » Nature
 » Using the pathways and trails
 » Views
 » River activities (picnics, rafting)
 » Space for families

Summary of Phase 1 Engagement

Quick stats - current use in the park



Onward/ Creating quality public parks, open spaces and community amenities.

calgary.ca  |  call 3-1-1

WHATWEHEARD PHASE1

Quick stats - areas for improvement in the park

The early consultation events and online survey also asked some general questions on how people 
would like to see Stanley Park improve in the future. While some users liked the park the way it is with 
little or no need to change it, others had suggestions for ensuring existing amenities be retained and/or 
improved. These are summarized below.   
Top 5 amenities that don’t 
currently meet expectations

Other desirable park facilities/amenities

Top 5 goals for the park Top 5 most important issues for 
the Plan to address

Key themes

In reviewing the general comments that people provided, there were a number of common themes 

2 2 2
111

3 3 3
4

4
4

5
5

5

Parking areas
Providing unstructured/spontaneous 
recreation opportunities (activities that 
do not require bookings, rules etc)

Environmental protection/ 
restoration

Outdoor pool Protecting and interpreting the 
cultural heritage of the park and 
surrounding community

Safety

River bank

Serving as a venue for public 
events and community gathering

Riverbank stabilization

Picnic/BBQ areas

Providing structured recreation 
opportunities (e.g. programmed sports 
and activities)

Opportunities for play

Washrooms
Protecting the ecology of 
the Elbow River valley Condition of existing facilities

Picnic/open space Community garden Food/coffee kiosk Social slope Play areas

More picnic 
sites

In addition to the “top 5” issues listed above, the following were also noted as being important facilities/
amenities to include in future plans (both in the open-ended online survey questions and comments 
received at the kick-off event launch).

Keep it natural

Structured/ 
widened 
pathways

Pave the ridgetop 
trail like North 

Glenmore Park.

Include adult 

Quiet areas or 
reading gardens

Address drainage 
issues

Public art

Better signage
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WHATWEHEARD PHASE2

two different design responses. The two design responses differed greatly in some cases, contrasting 
from each other by displaying some of the polar views we heard. In other instances, some components 

of engagement focused on receiving feedback of how people viewed two design options and what 

and development goals.

The following summarizes the engagement activity undertaken in the second phase:

 » June 13 & 15: Stakeholder and Public Open House, 67 participants,105 completed survey forms.
 » Online Survey: posted on the PlaceSpeak website from 13 June to 7 August, 76 responses.
 » Internal stakeholder session with City of Calgary departments. 

65% of survey respondents agreed with the 
draft vision statement.

 » Balance structured / unstructured 
recreation

 » Simplify language
 » ‘Respect’ rather than ‘protect’
 » More focus on community / 

neighbourhood park
 » Recognize the organized groups that 

already use the park

River bank habitat
 » Naturalization
 » Provide better access
 » Encourage/discourage rafting

Family-friendly/multi sensory park
 » Maintain family-friendly feel 
 » Keep it natural

Healthy/active lifestyle
 »
 »
 » Prioritize nature and active lifestyles

Connectivity
 » Better bike connections
 »

Responsible visitors
 » Signage 
 » Enforcement

Critiques of the draft Vision statement Critiques of the draft management goals

Responses to the draft management goals
Protect the Elbow River riparian 

habitat, sensitive ecosystems 
and natural processes.

Create a family friendly multi-
sensory park experience that 

inspires families to play together.

Stimulate healthy active lifestyles and 
authentic connections in nature.

Maintain seamless connectivity 
throughout the park and with 

the rest of the City.
Visitors are responsible, 

respectful and safe while 
visiting the park.
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Responses to common design elements

angle parking on 42 ave.

Develop new basketball court.

Seasonal coffee pavilion and 
warming space.

Develop new picnic nodes in 
reclaimed Riverdale Ave parking 

lot.

Hardened shoreline and seating with 
riparian habitat.

Seating and gathering terraces.

Refresh and upgrade baseball 
diamond to competitive standards.

New north-south bicycle 
connection.

Space for performance and 
events.

Re-purpose and expand 
southwestern playground into a 

natural playground.

Re-routed regional trail around 
picnic area.
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Summary of Phase 2 Engagement

70% of survey respondents wanted to 
protect the Elbow River habitat and 
surrounding vegetation.

Quick stats - comments & critiques received 
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ELBOW RIVER

ELBOW RIVER

New parking configuration - in disturbed areas 
(75ex. + 75new = 150 total stalls)

Picnic nodes within reclaimed and replanted area - former parking lot

Warming hut

Improve river edge to allow for seating using natural materials 
such as stone along with interlaced riparian planting

Combined building including seasonal coffee 
pavilion, warming space and storage

Additional angle 
parking on south of 42 

Avenue (20 - 40 new stalls)

Large event and ice skating area

Existing Toboggan area

Important 
viewpoint 

formalized with 
interpretive and 

wayfinding signage

Pave and stabilize informal trails 
through grasslands at top of embankment

Reconstruct paths and replace steel railings

Restore and stabilize Lindsay’s Folly 
and install historical interpretive sign

Multi-purpose indoor facility, concession, 
washroom and maintenance office space

Re-routed regional pathway provides safer access 
to river and picnic areas

Spray park play node 
(under construction)

Basketball court

Tennis courts resurfaced

Existing parking with 
improved bus parking 

(50 ex.stalls, 4 bus)

Open flexible space

Expanded parking 
(27 new stalls)

Traffic calming zone

North south bicycle connection
Existing lawn bowling 
with long-term expansion 

capability

Open space area - multipurpose 

Repurpose Parks 
building for community use Grassed social slope (stepped)

Seating and 
gathering terraces 

Refresh existing 
pool and building

New natural playground with fitness nodes

Open flexible/skate space

Reclaim roadway

Existing maintenance yard

Refresh and upgrade 
baseball area. Reconfigure 

stands to remove access 
underneath seating.

Natural playground 
and fitness node addition 

to existing playspace

Rehabilitate old hard bank stabilization with 
riparian vegetation habitat

Upgrade/enhance existing playground into 
expanded picnic area

Formalize granular trail and 
stabilize slope

Formalize granular trail and stabilize 
slope along top of slope in grasslands

Scale 1:1,500

0 50 100 150 200 Meters

CONCEPT 1 OVERVIEW “CREATING A HUB”

This option provides a framework to accommodate 
more intensive and dynamic uses within the park. Focus 
is primarily on the high intensity areas with emphasis on 
a sense of place, arrival and orientation. This provides 
an opportunity for the park to have a real “hub” around 
which services and amenities are gathered.  

Play/Fitness Existing Building

Conservation

Traffic Calming

New Building/Structure

Formal Viewpoint Regional Trail

Picnic Site

Wayfinding Sign

Learning Node

Toboggan Hill

Boat Launch

Pedestrian Pathway

Public Washrooms

Ice Skating

Amphitheater/Stage

Parking (with bicycle racks)

Activities Enhanced Entrance

Social/Cultural Public Art Opportunity

Play /Fitness

40 Avenue SW

38 Avenue SW

4 
St

re
e

t S
W

3 
St

re
e

t S
W

34 Avenue SW

4A
 S

tr
ee

t S
W

ELBOW RIVER

ELBOW RIVER

Natural Playground and fitness node 
addition to existing playspace

Expanded picnic area within reclaimed and replanted 
area - former parking lot

Community Garden 

Important 
viewpoint 

formalized with 
interpretive and 

wayfinding signage

Stabilize informal trails along 
top of slope in grasslands

Basketball court

Tennis courts resurfaced

Bicycle connection 
to regional trail

Existing toboggan hill

Existing outdoor skating rink

Open Space Area - Multipurpose

Rehabilitate old hard bank stabilization 
with riparian vegetation habitat

Block off and rehabilitate informal trails 
through grasslands at top of embankment

Reconstruct paths and replace steel railings

Restore and stabilize Lindsay’s Folly 
and install historical interpretive sign

Parking area relocated in former maintenance yard and 
disturbed area (75ex. + 55new = 130 total stalls)

Existing lawn bowling with long-term 
expansion capability

North south bicycle 
connection

Storage shed and coffee pavilion

Redevelop and harden shoreline in picnic 
area for seating, viewing, swimming and 
boat/tube launching and landing

Re-routed regional pathway provides safer access 
to river and picnic areas

Spray park play node 
(under construction)

Refresh existing pool 
and building

Natural playground with fitness nodes

Existing playground

Traffic calming zone

Existing parking with 
improved bus parking 

(50 ex.stalls, 4 bus)

Seating terrace

Expansion to existing pool building to include 
public washrooms and expanded concession area

Open flexible/skate space

Existing playground

Refresh and upgrade 
baseball area. Reconfigure 

stands to remove access 
underneath seating.

Additional angle 
parking on south of 42 

Avenue (20 - 40 new stalls)

Scale 1:1,500

0 50 100 150 200 Meters

CONCEPT 2 OVERVIEW  “OPEN SPACE”

This plan is more open in appearance but still 
provides exciting opportunities for play and 
recreation. In this option the maintenance yard has 
been fully removed, with parking accessed of the 4th 
Street SW relocated to this disturbed area. As with 
the previous option this provides additional room for 
picnic tables and retouring of the bike path currently 
sharing the regional trail. 

Play/Fitness Existing Building

Conservation

Traffic Calming

New Building/Structure

Formal Viewpoint Regional Trail

Picnic Site

Wayfinding Sign

Learning Node

Toboggan Hill

Boat Launch

Pedestrian Pathway

Public Washrooms

Ice Skating

Amphitheater/Stage

Parking (with bicycle racks)

Activities Enhanced Entrance

Social/Cultural Public Art Opportunity

Play /Fitness

Support of design elements unique to Concept 1

Comments provided about Concept 1

Comments provided about Concept 2

Support of design elements unique to Concept 2

the maintenance yard, 
expanded parking adjacent to 

re-purposed parks building.

Expand parking into the 
maintenance yard.

Large natural playgrounds and 

Natural playground and 

swimming pool building.

Formalize trails around 
Southern Alberta 

Memorial Building.

Block off and rehabilitate 
informal trails around Southern 

Alberta Memorial Building.

Create a ‘social slope’ seating 
around the formal even and 

skating area.

Develop community garden 
north of community association 

building.

Develop a new public 
building in the repurposed 

maintenance yard with public 

Upgrade and expand existing 
pool building to include 

washroom and concession.

0

0

10

10

20

20

30

30

40

40

50

50

COUNT (%)

COUNT (%)

G
oa

l
G

oa
l

agree

agree

neutral

neutral

disagree

disagree

 »
 » Seating slope needs to accommodate 

athletic training opportunities
 » Keep the natural feel of the park
 » Outdoor gym/workout areas are a great 

idea
 » No need for a stage and additional 

performances
 » Cluster permanent elements into a single 

hub around pool

 » Balance parking with alternative 
transportation opportunities

 » Do not block the trails around the Southern 
Alberta Memorial Building

 »
 » High need for an additional washroom near 

the pool building
 » Improve the existing parking areas before 

adding additional stalls

The majority of people supported the 
development of a new public building with 
access to washrooms.

nodes in conjunction with natural playgrounds in the 
park.

WHATWEHEARD PHASE2
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Responds to “what we heard”

Responds to “what we heard”

OURAPPROACH
The “evolutionary” diagram

The following diagram illustrates the process the project design team undertook in translating the 

a “road map” outlining the evolutionary steps taken to ensure these concepts are grounded on strong 
themes that emerged from public and key stakeholder feedback. 

2

3

1 VISION

Environmental preservation ranked highest during each of the phases in 
determining the desired goals for the park. It was therefore essential to have this 
as a central theme to the vision statement for Stanley Park.

GOALS

Protecting the Elbow River, providing recreation opportunities and creating a safe 
environment were all important elements to have a key aim for the park.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The design team developed a series of design principles built around the 
elements that people wanted to see in the park. This includes a range of uses and 
features that will ensure Stanley Park appeals to a wide audience.

FINAL 
DESIGN 

CONCEPT

WHAT WE HEARD

VISION

GOALS

GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

1

2

OPTION

OPTION

WHAT WE HEARD

FINAL 
VISION

FINAL 
GOALS

FINAL 
GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES

Responds to “what we heard”
Responds to “what we heard”

DESIGN RESPONSE

and concerns communicated to the design team and The City of Calgary during 
the engagement process. 

 » Long term net gain in natural vegetation balanced with new year-round 
facilities.

 » Structured and unstructured recreation needs are enhanced and more 

 »
mitigation and pervious surfaces.

 » Protection/respect for the natural environment enhanced with interpretive 
signage and outdoor learning places.

 » Renewed and refreshed image and legibility.
 » Improved access, connectivity and safety.

4

thin 
anted 
g lot

Multi
conce
learni

Fire Route - emergency 
vehicle access

New conte
fence for po

Planted Islands as 
traffic control
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REHABILITATE EXISTING BANKS AND STABILIZE WITH NATIVE VEGETATION

BANK STABILIZATION

RIPARIAN VEGETATION HELPS TO 
STABILIZE BANKS SLOWING THE 

MOVEMENT OF WATER, PROVIDING 
STRONG, SOIL BINDING ROOTS THAT HELP 
TO PREVENT EROSION OF THE RIVERBANK.

FISH HABITAT IS CREATED WHEN RIPARIAN 
VEGETATION PROVIDES SHADE, AND 

FORMS A DIVERSITY OF UPLAND HABITATS. 

NUTRIENTS ARE ABSORBED AND SEDIMENT 
IS REMOVED AS WATER FLOWS THROUGH 

RIPARIAN VEGETATION. RIPARIAN 
VEGETATION ALSO SLOWS DOWN WATER 

FLOWS, REDUCING EROSION.

BANKS STABILIZED WITH RIPARIAN 
VEGETATION HAVE REDUCED EROSION 

INTO WATER. FREQUENT FLOODING 
THROUGH RIPARIAN VEGETATION FILTERS 

AND CAPTURES SEDIMENT, IMPROVING 
WATER QUALITY WITHIN THE FLOODPLAIN. 

THIS IMPROVES WATER QUALITY WHILE  
PROTECTING THE FLOODPLAIN.

FLOOD PREVENTION RESULTS WHEN WE 
KEEP INCOMPATIBLE DEVELOPMENT, 
SUCH AS HOMES AND BUSINESSES, 
OUT OF FLOOD PRONE AREAS. 
FLOOD COMPATIBLE LAND USES 
SUCH AS AGRICULTURE OR PARKS 
ALLOW WATER TO SPREAD OUT AND 
SOAK INTO THE SOIL, DECREASING 
FLOOD FLOWS DOWNSTREAM. FLOOD 
DAMAGE CONTROL ALSO RESULTS 
FROM STORAGE OF FLOOD WATERS 
IN THE RIPARIAN AREA AND FLOOD 
PLAIN.

WILDLIFE THRIVES IN RIPARIAN 
HABITATS DUE TO ITS UNIQUE 
DIVERSITY AND STRUCTURE. WIDER 
AREAS ENCOURAGE SPECIES THAT 
NEED MORE SPACE OR LESS DISTURBED 
HABITATS. RIPARIAN HABITAT 
PROVIDES IMPORTANT REGIONAL AND 
LOCAL WILDLIFE CORRIDORS ALONG 
THE RIVER. 

15m

25m

40m

45m

60m

90m

FISHERIES HABITAT

NUTRIENT REMOVAL

SEDIMENT CONTROL

FLOOD CONTROL

WILDLIFE HABITAT

Protect and enhance 
the Elbow River riparian 
zone; while providing 
appropriate human 
access to the river 

damage potential.

Principles:

 » design opportunities 
for discovery with 
nature

 » provide opportunities 
to experience nature

 » create safe 
destinations for all 
people

1

EXISTING INFORMAL 
TRAIL CONDITIONS

REHABILITATING TRAILS 
TO BE SAFE AND STABLE

REMOVING TRAIL AND 
REHABILITATING SLOPE

INFORMAL TRAILS ARE 
POTENTIALLY UNSAFE AND 

CREATE EROSION PROBLEMS.

REHABILITATING SLOPE WITH 
APPROPRIATE STABILIZING 

PLANTING.

WHERE TRAILS ARE 
DEEMED UNSAFE WITH NO 

OPPORTUNITY FOR TRAIL 
RESTORATION THE SLOPES 
ARE TO BE STABLIZED WITH 
APPROPRIATE PLANTING.

TRAIL SURFACE WITH 
REGULAR MAINTENANCE.

ACCESS WILL BE RESTRICTED 
AND SLOPE WILL HAVE 

OPPORTUNITY TO 
REHABILITATE.

CONTINUED USE WITH NO 
MAINTENANCE WEARS 

AWAY SLOPE, REDUCING 
STABILITY.

Vision Statement

A vision statement describes a desired future state for Stanley Park. It is long-term, visionary and direction 
setting. The vision for Stanley Park is a touch-stone on which all decisions will be based.  

Stepping ahead 20 years to 2033, Stanley Park has become: 

Design Goals + Principles

Stanley Park will be developed, operated and managed to achieve the following goals: 

“ A memorable city destination that respects the Elbow River’s ecological habitat 
and is a hub for the community to engage in imaginative, innovative and 
stimulating structured and unstructured recreation and learning experiences. 
Stanley Park is a safe place that connects visitors with the Elbow River, adjacent 
neighborhoods and the citizens of Calgary. 

“

VISIONGOALSPRINCIPLES

RIPARIAN: 
Describes things that live on or are related to 
the banks of a river or other natural waterbody 
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2

Encourage healthy 
active lifestyles through 
interactions with nature. 

3

SIMPLE DESIGN ELEMENTS MADE OF 
NATURAL MATERIALS ENCOURAGE 

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING, CREATIVITY, 
AND IMAGINATION. POTENTIAL 

PIECES INCLUDE LOGS PLACED BOTH 
VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY, 

BOULDERS, AND WATER PUMPS.

LARGE FORMAL WALKWAYS FOR 
FAMILIES TO ENGAGE WITH RIVER 
PLANTING THROUGH OBSERVATION

MULTIPLE LAYERS OF PLANTING ALONG 
RIVER EDGE IN BOTH FORMAL BEDS 
AND NATURALIZED RIVERBANKS SERVE 
AS EDUCATIONAL COMPONENTS TO 
INFORM THE PUBLIC OF NATIVE PLANTING 
TECHNIQUES AS WELL AS THE BEAUTY OF 
THE LOCAL LANDSCAPE

UNIVERSAL ACCESS RAMPS ARE 
PROVIDED TO ACCOMMODATE 
MULTIMODAL TRAVEL, BUT ALSO TO 
PROVIDE UNIQUE PERSPECTIVES OF THE 
LANDSCAPE AS ONE PASSES BY FROM A 
NEW VIEWING LEVEL THROUGH THE USE 
OF INTEGRATED PLANTING BEDS AND 
SEATING WALLS

SEAT WALLS AND GROUND SURFACES 
PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR VISITORS 
TO ENJOY WITH THE WATER AND NATIVE 
PLANTING ON THEIR OWN TERMS

IMPROVED RIVER EDGE

GRASSED SOCIAL SLOPE

SIGNIFICANT SPACES WILL 
REMAIN FOR EXISTING 

SPORTS TEAMS TO RECREATE 

SMALL GRASSED STEPS  USABLE 
YEAR ROUND, PROVIDE 

OPPORTUNITES FOR SITTING, 
EXERCISES, AND SOCIALIZING

Create a park experience 
that inspires families to play 
together in nature. 

NATURAL PLAY SPACES

PLAY ELEMENTS CAN DOUBLE AS 
FITNESS PIECES TO ENCOURAGE 
MULTI-GENERATIONAL PLAY AND 
ENGAGEMENT WITH NATURE

Principles:

 » play opportunities 
for all ages in nature

 » year round 
destination

 » encourage creative 
discovery

Principles:

 » play opportunities 
for all ages in nature

 » year round 
destination

 » encourage creative 
discovery

 » integrate natural 

nodes 

VISIONGOALSPRINCIPLES
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SOUTHERN ALBERTA MEMORIAL BUILDING 
PROPERTY

RESTORE EDGE OF BANK TO 
ACCOMMODATE NEW BOARDWALK

INTEGRATED RETAINING CURB AND SEAT 
WALL

ELEVATED BOARDWALK

SUPPORT POST, RAILING AND, INTERPRETIVE 
SIGNAGE HELP INFORM VISITORS ABOUT 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORICAL 
RELATIONSHIPS IN THE PARK

RIPARIAN ZONE

Maintain pedestrian/bike 
connections throughout the 
park and with the rest of the 
city. 

Visitors are responsible, 
respectful and safe while 
visiting the park. 

4

5

3.5m WIDE REGIONAL BIKE PATHWAY

4.0m WIDE SHARED REGIONAL 
PATHWAYS PROVIDE  LOGICAL  
CONNECTIONS THROUGH THE 

PARK AND ACCOMMODATE  A 
VARIETY OF DIFFERENT USERS AND  

MOVEMENT SPEEDS  
ENHANCED NATIVE PLANTING

ENHANCED NATIVE PLANTING

PLANTED DIVIDER STRIPS SEPARATE 
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC   

TO HELP REDUCE CONFLICTS ON 
BUSY PATHWAYS

2.0m WIDE PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY

SHARED PATHWAY

DIVIDED PATHWAY

BOARDWALK LOOKOUT AROUND SOUTHERN ALBERTA MEMORIAL BUILDING

VISIONGOALSPRINCIPLES

Principles:

 » barrier free connections 
throughout and connecting 
to the park

 » ensure trails/pathways are 
safe for users and do not 
harm the environment

Principles:

 » highlight cultural 
history, such as 
Lindsay’s Folly, within 
the park. 

 » incorporate 
education into park 
features

 » provide signage and 
lighting for interest 
and safety
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Existing Toboggan area

Traffic calming zone

Existing open space area - 
multipurpose, includes retaining existing 

fields for group practice 

Picnic nodes within reclaimed and replanted area - former parking lot

Multi-purpose indoor facility, concession, 
washroom and maintenance space

Improve river edge to allow for seating using natural materials 
such as stone with native planting

Re-routed regional pathway provides safer access 
to river and picnic areas

Rehabilitate old hard bank stabilization with native 
vegetation habitat

Upgrade/enhance existing playground into 
expanded picnic area

Social space 
stepped grassy slope

Existing pool 
facility to remain

Important 
viewpoint 

highlighted 
with interpretive 
and wayfinding 

signage

Build stable gravel trails through 
grasslands at top of embankment

Reconstruct paths and replace steel railings

Restore and stabilize Lindsay’s Folly 
and install historical interpretive sign

Boardwalk with integrated interpretive signage 
around Southern Alberta Memorial Building

Repair eroded dirt trails and 
slope. Replace with stable 

gravel trail along top of slope in 
grasslands

New parking configuration - in disturbed areas 
(80 total stalls) plus drop off / pick up area

Relocated maintenance yard - in disturbed area and 
removed from park visitor functions and movement

Bus parking 
and re-organized 

car parking 

New parking along 
street (70 stalls)

Remove softball diamond 
convert to open green space

Future community garden 

Existing Skating Rink (seasonal)

Existing tennnis 
courts to remain

Existing 
baseball 
diamond 
to remain

Existing 
parking lot 

improved 
(50 stalls)

ELBOW RIVER

ELBOW RIVER
FINAL CONCEPT OVERVIEW
 » LONG TERM NET GAIN IN NATURAL VEGETATION BALANCED 

WITH NEW YEAR-ROUND FACILITIES.
 » STRUCTURED AND UNSTRUCTURED RECREATION NEEDS ARE 

ENHANCED AND MORE DIVERSIFIED FOR USERS.
 » NEW INTENSIVE USES BALANCED WITH LOW IMPACT STRATE-

GIES SUCH AS FLOOD MITIGATION AND PERVIOUS SURFACES.
 » PROTECTION/RESPECT FOR THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT EN-

HANCED WITH INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE AND OUTDOOR LEARN-
ING PLACES.

 » RENEWED AND REFRESHED IMAGE AND LEGIBILITY.
 » IMPROVED ACCESS, CONNECTIVITY AND SAFETY.

Existing Building

Family Play Space

Connections Learning Opportunity

Fitness Locations

Ecosystem Protection
New Building/Structure

Formal Viewpoint

Interpretive Sign

Public Beach

Regional Pathway

Picnic Site

Toboggan Hill

Raft Pull-Out

Pedestrian Pathway/Trail

Public Washrooms

Ice Skating Rink

Parking (with bicycle racks)

Public Art

Play /Fitness

FINALCONCEPTPLAN

Learning NodePlayground
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New picnic nodes within 
reclaimed and replanted 
area - former parking lot

Multi-purpose indoor facility, 
concession, washroom and outdoor 
learning space

Fire Route - emergency 
vehicle access

New contemporary “invisible” 
fence for pool 

Canopy shelters

Existing picnic nodes 
throughout existing treed lawn

Custom Benches throughout 
central plaza spaces 

Planted Islands as 
traffic control

Canopy structures, 
closed canopies with 
tree-like light supports

New roof canopies to blend 
existing pool building with new hub

New drop off/ 
pick-up zone

Existing Building New Building/Structure

Regional Trail

Divided Regional Trail

Picnic Site

Pedestrian Pathway

Public Washrooms

Public Art

FINALCONCEPTRENDERING

ILLUSTRATION OF RIVER EDGE BEACH

Learning Pod

 » Controlled separated access to pebble beach for 
swimming and wading.

 »
 »
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FINALCONCEPTRENDERING

ILLUSTRATION OF NEW WASHROOM AND CONCESSION

ILLUSTRATION OF NEW PICNIC CAFE PLACE

 » Flood-proof concession and washroom building.
 » Pedestrian only active precinct.
 » Playful lighting for nighttime interest and safety

 » Design based on nature: closed canopies 
with tree-like light supports.

 » New canopies carried over to existing pool 
building for architectural continuity

 » New transparent pool security fence for viewing.
 » Shelters for outdoor learning, relaxing and informal 

cafe-style seating.
 » Elegant security lighting and nightscaping.
 » Permeable decorative paving.
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DESIGN&MANAGEMENTSUMMARY

Future resilience of the natural landscape: 
 »
 » Planting new trees to replace the aging poplars
 » Control of invasive species
 » 13, 000 square meters (139,930 ft2)of vegetation restoration and new naturalized park 

space

Additional picnic and and flexible open space
 » 2,000 m2 (20,000 ft2) of additional formal picnic space
 »

the future

Refreshed park identity and legibility
 »
 » Educational interpretive signage
 » New entrance and sense of place

New 500 m2 (5,000 ft2) multi-purpose building for central 
year round food service, washrooms, social spaces and 
outdoor learning place

Natural play zones and outdoor fitness facility
 » 600 linear metres (1,968 ft) of new or re-aligned regional pathway for safety and better 

connectivity
 » 750 linear metres (2,460 ft)of upgraded regional pathway to current standards
 » 1,250 lineal metres (4,100 ft) of local pedestrian paved pathways – improved 

connectivity
 » 1,500 lineal metres (4,921 ft) of trail repairs and improvements, protection and 

restoration in natural areas

Reorganized parking and addition of 75 new spaces along 
42 Ave

 » Parks operations will stay at the park however, the maintenance yard will shrink to 
make room for more park space and the hub buildings

 » Re-organized parking in the northwest will incorporate low impact development (LID) 
strategies and allow for new day use picnic area 

Retention of organized and unstructured sports recreation 
areas, such as the formal rugby practices or impromptu 
pick-up games.
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NEXTSTEPS

BACKGROUND 
REVIEW

STRATEGIC 
FRAMEWORK 

+ FUTURE 
ALTERNATIVES

DRAFT 
REDEVELOPMENT 
+ MANAGEMENT 

PLAN

FINAL 
REDEVELOPMENT  
+ MANAGEMENT 

PLAN

APPLICATION 
FOR PROJECT 

FUNDING

DETAILED 
DESIGN + 

CONSTRUCTION

JANUARY 2013

NOVEMBER 2013*

LATER PHASE 
TO FOLLOW 
AFTER THIS 
PROJECT

FUTURE 
PHASE 

SUBJECT TO 
FUNDING

STAKEHOLDER AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

* date is tentative and may be subject to change

WE ARE HERE

What are the next steps in the process:

THANK YOU
PLEASE FILL OUT A SURVEY AND VISIT THE PROJECT PAGE: 

www.calgary.ca/parks 

BACKGROUND 
REVIEW

STRATEGIC 
FRAMEWORK

DRAFT REDEVELOPMENT 
+ MANAGEMENT PLAN

FINAL REDEVELOPMENT 
+ MANAGEMENT PLAN

FEBRUARY
2013

MARCH 
2013

APRIL 
2013

MAY
2013

JUNE
2013

JULY
2013

AUGUST
2013

NOVEMBER
2013

2 3 4

DATA 
ASSEMBLY

KICK-OFF 
EVENT

ONLINE 
SURVEY#1

ONLINE 
SURVEY#2

SITE 
ASSESSMENT

ENGAGEMENT 
#1 - VISION

ENGAGEMENT 
#2 - ALTERNATIVES

NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT

FINAL 
REPORT

DRAFT REDEVELOPMENT 
PLAN FINAL 

REDEVELOPMENT 
PLAN

ALTERNATIVE 
FUTURES 

ENGAGEMENT #3
PREFERRED PLAN
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Project timeline:

WE ARE HERE


