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¢ INTRODUCTIONe

JOHN KANERVA 1s A MAN wHO HAD A
DREAM. MORE IMPORTANT, HE HAD THE MAGINATION,
COURAGE, AND DETERMINATION TO FULFILL. HIS
DREAM. BY DOING SO, HE MADE THE WORLD A
LITTLE BIT NKER.

THIS IS THE TYPE OF PERSON WHO CARES.

HE CARES ABOUT THE WORLD, HE CARES ABOUT
GIVING PEOPLE JOY, AND HE CARES ABOUT BEAUTY.

THIS KIND OF INDIVIDUAL DESERVES RECOGNITION
AND REMBMBERANCE FOR HIS ACHIEVMENTS AND
CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIETY, HERE, THEN IS THE
STORY OF THE MAN, HS DREAM, AND THE FULFILL-
MENT OF THIS DREAM
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JOHN  KANERVA

JOHN KANERVA was BORN IN 1882 IN
FINLAND. HE WAS ALWAYS INTERESTED IN ART, AND
AS A YOUNG MAN JOHN FOUND WORK PAINTING
THEATRICAL BACKDROPS. HE ALSO HAD A TALENT
FOR PAINTING AND WOODCARVING. AS KANERVA
HMSELF SAYS," | DON'T CARVE THE ANIMALS; | SIMPLY
REMOVE THE WOOD THAT DOES NOT BELONG.
THESE WERE TALENTS THAT WOULD LATER BE
PUT TO GOOD USE LATER.

* IN 1912 KANERVA IMMIGRATED TO NORTH AMERICA,
STAYING FOR A SHORT TIME IN THE US. ( WE, IN
CALGARY, ARE REALLY VERY FORTUNATE, AS
JOHN CONTEMPLATED GOING TO INDIA. HOWEVER,
HE TOOK A LIKING TO THE AIR AND SOIL OF CALGARY)

KANERVA'S FIRST JOB IN CALGARY WAS PAINTING
PASSENGER CARS BY HAND HE RECEIVED 25 FOR
EACH CAR, WHICH TOOK 3 DAYS TO COMPLETE

KANERVA THEN WENT TO WORK FOR THE
CALGARY ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY HE PAINTED

MURALS AND CARVED ANIMAL REPLICAS FOR THE
ZOO UNTIL 1928,

KANERVA HAS BEEN A RESIDENT OF CALGARY
FOR THE PAST €0 YEARS. HE IS 92 NOW AND SHARES
A SMALL ROOM AT THE BOWVIEW NURSING HOMES.

THERE ARE NUMEROUS MOMENTOS FROM JOHNS
COLORFUL PAST, INCLUDING SOME OF THE EARLY
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DINOSAUR MODELS AND A PLAQUE HONORING HIM
FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ZOO.

JOHN KANERVA IS A QUIET, HUMBLE MAN YET
FIERCELY PROUD OF HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS. HIS
HANDSHAKE IS STILL WARM AND STRONG. HE READILY
AGREED TO A SHORT INTERVIEW.

QUESTION: HOW OLD ARE YOU NOW, SIR?

ANSWER: 92 YEARS OF AGE,

Q: WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO MAKE CALGARY YOUR
HOME AFTER LEAVING FINLAND?

A: | WAS GOING TO INDIA, BUT | LIKE AIR AND SOIL
(MR. KANERVA APOL.OGIZED FOR NOT BEING

VERY GOOD WITH, ENGLISH. HE STILL HAS A
NOTICABLE ACCENT)

Q: I'D LIKE TALK ABOUT THE DINOSAURS YOU
BUILT FOR THE ZOO. HOW LONG DID YOU WORK
ON THE DINOSAURS?

A: THREE YEARS. MY SONS HELP ME TOO.
| SAY THIS COST TOOMUCH. BUT DR. PATRICK

(THE LATE O.H. PATRICK , THEN PRESIDENT
OF THE Z00). HE GOOD MAN. HE SAY DON'T
WORRY ABOUT MONEY, JUST YOU BUILD.

Q DO YOU HAVE A SECRET FOOLPROOF FORMULA

FOR YOUR CEMENT?
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A: NO,NO, NOT REALLY. THE SUCCESS IS IN
MIXING. WELL 1 NOT TELL ANYONE. YOU THE
FIRST MAN | TELL; BUT YOU MUST NOT TELL
EVERYONE. | STUDY THE AR. IF THE AR IS
DRY | ADD A LITTLE SALT WITH A SPECIAL
MIXTURE TO CEMENT; IF NOT 1 DO NOTHING.
| JUST THROW HANDFUL IN.

Q DO YOU STILL SMOKE YOUR DAILY CIGAR?

A: WELL, NO, OH MAYBE THE ODD ONE

Q TO WHAT DO YOU ATTRIBUTE YOUR LONGEVITY,
-ER- YOUR LONG LIFE?

A: HARD WORK. | ALWAYS WORK VERY HARD

B e i -

JOHN TODAY AT HOME IN BOWVIEW NOURSING HOME, HE HOLDS
ONE OF HIS MOII-S, WHILE “OWINNY LOOKS OVER KIS SHOUKPER

®©
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No story on prehistoric life in the Calgary
200 would be complete without a large tip
of Dinny's hat to john Kanerva, without
whose vision and dedication Dinny and his
buddies would probably not exist today.

Mr. Kanerva has resided in Alberta for 50

and was born 30 years before that in
inland. He had always enjoyed an artistic

hand and throughout his life has occupied
his private time carving animal replicas and
painting natural scenes, But as he puts it, “I
don't carve the figures; | only take away
from 'h.? wood the material that doesn’t

g
In the late 20%s interest in the excavations
of “Dinosaur Valley”, the Red Deer River

valley, was high. Some of the Zoological
Society directors began to question why
these goncs and skeletons being unearthed
so near 1o Calgary could not be converted
in concept into the real thing. In 1931, one
of our directors returned from Hagenbeck
Park, Hamburg, Germany, with miniature
dinosaur models and specifications on how
10 build concrete creatures.

The Dominion Goverament loaned the
services of Dr. Charles M. Sternberg of
Geological Sutveys to assist in the design of
life-sized specimens. He was joined by Dr.
L. Russell, Dr. Barnum Brown and the
renowned sculptor Charlie Beil, The fatter
dm'?ned and made models to be expanded
10 life-size deu‘in by another Finn, Arne
Koskeleinen, John Kanerva came into the
picture with the task of turning the designs
into real life productions, which he did so
admirably,

As time went along, John Kanerva assum-
ed more of the responsibility for the design
of the models a3 well a3 their conversion
into the life-sized replicas and indeed there
Is considerable merit in the sy ion that
(hekdmosauv area be named “"The Kanerva
Pack™,

Today he no Iofv?et takes up his knife

and his paint brush. In fact, it has been over

5 years since he has created one of his

works of art. But his memory of his con-

tributions to our culture as strong; so is his
Y.

And the inspiration which he
demonstrated is a living legacy for all of us
who would seek 10 emulate his good
works. Truly John Kanerva is a master
builder!

@



THE MAKING OF A DREAM

JOHN KANERVA EXPERIENCED SOMETHING, IN 1928,
THAT WOULD CHANGE HIS LIFE FOREVER. HE WENT
TO SEE A MOVIE CALLED'THE LOST WORLD! THE
MOVIE DEALT WITH THE PREHISTORIC WORLD
WHEN GIANT MONSTERS OR DINOSAURS ROAMED
THE EARTH.

JOHN WAS SO CAPTIVATED BY THE MOVIE AND
THE FANTASTIC CREATURES DEPICTED; THAT HE
WISHED TO DO MANY CARVINGS OF DINOSAURS. HE
BEGAN TO RESEARCH THESE GREAT BEASTS AND
EVENTUALLY A GREATER IDEA EVOLVED.

KANERVA MADE STUDIES INCLUDING NUMEROUS
SKETCHES AND MODEL CARVINGS, UNTIL HE WAS
GONVINCED THAT LIFE-SIZE REPLICAS OF THE
DINOSAURS COULD BE BUILT,

JOHN TOOK HIS IDEA TO THE ZOO
ADMINISTRATION AND WITH THE HEARTY SUPPORT

OF THE PRESIDENT, DR.OH.PATRICK, HE BEGAN TO
BUILD HIS DREAM.

THIS WAS NOT TO BE AN EASY TASK AND IT
WAS TO BE 3 LONG YEARS BEFORE 50 GIANT
MONSTERS WERE READY TO INHABIT ST. GEORGES
ISLAND, THE SITE OF THE CALGARY ZOO. THESE
YEARS WERE FILLED WITH HARD WORK, YET
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KANERVA WORKED FOR AS LITTLE AS 50¢ AN
HOUR. HIS SON HELPED MIX CEMENT FOR NOTHING.
TO UNDERSTAND THE MAGNITUDE OF THE
GOAL HE SET FOR HIMSELF, WE SHOULD NOTE
SOME INTERESTING STATISTICS.

DINNY, THE GIANT BRONTOSAURUS THAT RULES
OVER THE PARK, WAS THE REPLICA THAT WAS
TO BECOME MOST POPULAR AND MASCOT OF
THE Z0O. DINNY WAS ALSO THE FIRST REPLICA
TO BE CONSTRUCTED, AND IT TOOK & MEN S5 WEEKS
IN 1934 A REAL BRONTOSAURUS WOULD WEIGH
65 TONS AND EVEN THOUGH DINNY IS HOLLOW,;
HE WEIGHS |20 TONS! HE COST #3,500. THEN AND
WOULD COST AN ESTIMATED 50,000. TODAY.

e

“OINNY ™

32 FEET HIGH,
107 FEET LONG,

To demonsirate the complexity of the
ask, Mr, Kanerva reports that it took & men
% weeks to construct the hollow concrete
Dinny in 1934, the first of the more than 100
-g:dmem. The cost of $3,500.00 then, for

one

|
$50,000.00 today. Indeed, the collection is
one of the most valuable assers of the
Calgary Zoological Society. Incidentally,
Dinny only weighs 120 tons, 55 tons more.
than the real brontotaurus,

®

exhibit, would probably exceed



T e . . T T

PG O G BT ey WY WY B WY B Sl e

CONSTRUCTION

ACTUAL. CONSTRUCTION INVOLVED A COMPLEX
PROCESS TO ENSURE THE REPLICAS WERE
AS AUTHENTIC AND REALISTIC AS POSSIBLE:

The pattern of the construction of our
collection i as follows:

1. After the bones were excavated, they
were classified and placed in position,

2. A scale model was then and
buiit, Such models are y about 1
to 2 feet in length, much as the ones in
the photo of Mr. Kanetva at the com-
mencement of this article.

3, A suitable location was selected and

staked out to mark the position of
legs, and wil,

4. Concrete footings were then poured

6. Metal lath was attached to these rods
to give a more definite shape to it.

7. Concrete was then .&ouud and
moulded around lln Ia
correct shape and detail

8. The facial features md muscular

was then added, much

as a contractor would parge a wall.

9. Based upon the best available advice,
colours were then selected and the
specimen was painted.

Today the process of repalnting ou
coﬂtcuy:nbcenu abioamudoum
in some cases an hotd«tokeoplhe

beasts * spmccd-up.
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CALGARY NATURAL HISTORY
PARK

THE NATURAL HISTORY PARK IS PART

OF THE CAKGARY Z.00, ON ST GRORER'I ISAAND,

W THE MIDDLE OF THE POW nmq,

A beautiful and Educational Park

Calgary is justly famous for its beautiful floral parks
and natural beauty spots, and of these St. George's Island
Park seems to be the most popular with the puhblic.
Situated on the confluence of the Elbow and turbulent Bow
rivers, it is a constant attraction for thousands of people
each year.

CALGARY, ARBERTA, CARADA,



it
¥
g
:
£
&
g
g
|
2
g
5

of wild life, from the mighty king of the bearis to the

As the visitor wanders through the “dead
exhibits” part of the Zoo grounds, he will
encounter such items as Saltopsuchu’
Triassochelys, Ptilodus, Allosaurus

ippus,  Pachyrinosaurus, Tyran-
nossurus Rex, Gorgosaurus, Paleoscincus,
and many other equally unpronounceable
names, but all with a record of having
played their parts in the evolution of this
planet’s living things. The massive under-
taking of the design and construction of all
of these has to be seen 10 be recognized.
And much of this goes to the credit of M.
Kanerva,



Credit for these models is due to many people, but nc
few notes on this unique exhibit would be complete without
mention of :

Dr. C. M. Sternberg, National Museum, Ottawa, one of
the world's outstanding Paleontologists.

Dr. Barnum Brown, of the American Museam of
Natoral History, New York,

Dr. 1 8. Russell, Curator, Toronto Museum
Dr. W. E. Swinton, British Museam,

Dr. Charles Gilmore of the U.S. National Museum,
Waskington, D.C.

Mr. Charles Biel, Banff, Alberta,

Mr. John Kanervs, of Calgary, was responsible for the
construction of the life-size models.

DR. OM. PATRICK, PRASIOINT -700

®)

DEDICATION PLAQUE INSIPE
TRE PARK ENTRANCE,
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THE ERAS OF THE PARK'S DINOSAURS (eaon.omcu)




Life Size Models of Dinosaur and Other
Extinct Animals in St. George's Island Park
Notural History Park.

PRIMATIVE REPTILES
an\lemwlﬁwywsuo) X
', SEYMOURIA MOO ' Red
4 Tew This animal is tile life.
is intermediate between the mpm and nms.
.. DIADECTES | DEKT-ee2)—Known
America. Weight pounds, length 6 M";ﬁ“ eater.
EDAPHOSAURUS (¢-daf-0-SAUR-us)—Known range Can-
:handUSA Plant eater, weight 400 pounds, length 6
feet.
4. DIMETRODON (dye-MET-ro-don}—Known
ern US A Weight mmotmuﬁtatm

habits omaivorous.
Eﬁdm.mmmmuubonwmmm m
back.

TRIASSIC (155 1o 190 miilion years ago)

5. SALTOPOSUCHUS (salto-po-SOOK-us)—Europe. . From
this type of animal all dinosaurs deveioped.

s msoc»uvs (try-a5-0- KEELis)—Known range Bur-
ope. o:aonmnmtmmm
JURASSIC (120 to 155 million years ago)

OSAURUS (bront-o-SAWR-us)—North American.
&%m&mwunmmmuw

HYPSILOPHODON (hips-i-LOF-o-don}—Europe.
;nﬂufmmmmmumh‘m“
trees,

T o entan v oo smai ropies

mmmmmmm&
”mmﬁm !lymlheloamymmm
has been found.

10. CERATASAURUS (serata-SAWR-us)—North America,
carniverous dinosaur. One of the striking features of this
mkmm.glhnmannbemls w:sﬂm

11. ALLOSAURUS (al-lo-SAWERush-—7. ', .uwiica, mut-
eating dinosaur, most fierce of Jurassic age

12. STEGOSAURUS (steg-o-SAWR-us)—North America, a
dinl:a‘urulugc as an elophant but with a brain the size of &
walnu

CRETACEOUS (70 to 120 million years ago) |

ll 'WOCIIATO” (prot-¢-SER-at-ops)—Asia, The first

of the * " dinosaurs. Skeletons bave been found with
their nests o‘ €ggs, a plant eater.
‘4. THESCELOSAURUS ﬂhe-selo-SAWR-m)—Norlh Amer-
can. Plant-eating dinosaurs.
15. CHASMOSAURUS (kas-mo-SAUR-us)—North American.
A plant eating "\uud‘ dinosaurs.
ll, CORYTHOSAURUS (korth-o-SAWR-us)—North Amer

Another “duck-billed” dinosaur which spent much Ume

mun\nhr The crest on the bead contains a “S" shaped
nasal passage forming an air storage chamber.

'{_LPAL(OSCINCUS (pale-e-0-SKINK-usj—North America

conphulymredotm known dinosaurs. The
‘tank” of Cretaceous times.
18, PARASAUROLOPHUS  (par-a-SAWR-AH-lof-us)—North
America. dinosaurs. This animal spent much
time in the water. The h}gbmabovuhebcad is a great-
ly elongate nasal passage forming an alrsterage chamber
19. PACHYRINOSAURUS (paki-ri-ne-SAWR-us)—North Am-
erica. Plant-eating dinosaur,

20. STYRACOSAURUS (sty-rak-o-SAWR-us)—North America.
One of the “horned” dinosaurs. This is an eump!e of the
elaborate skulis of some of the “horned” dinosa

2], GORGOSAURUS m«mwn usb-—Nortb America.
Meat-eating dinosaur. the mighty hunters of the
Cretaceous age.

MAMMALS
EOCENE (50 million years ago)

22. EOHIPPUS—North America—"Dawn horse", the four-
toed ancestor of modern horses.

23. UINTATHERIUM- - Herbivorous mammal, very small
brain. The largest animal of its time.
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OLIGOCENE (40 million years 2go;
PPUS-— North America—early oed horse,

TITANOTHERIUM—North America Plant Eaters.
These animals died out rapidly in middle Oligocene time.
27. MASTEDON-U. S. and . Gave rise to true ele-
phants from Oligocene to Pleistocene.

MIOCENE (30 million years ago)
28. MERYCHIPPUS—North America. Late Miocene, horse.
mmmmmmucdmtwwm;m
two dangling at the side. ¢
PLIOCENE (15 million years ago)
29. PLIOHIPPUS—North America. Pliocene. First one-

America.  Pliocene.  Lower

WITHIN THE NATURAL HISTORY PARK THERR ARR ALSO

2 POSSIL HWOUSES WHICH CONTAMN FOSSILS, CHARTS,

ROCK SAMPLES PATRIPILD ROCK AND STORIES. THESRS HOUIES
SERVE AS INTERESTMNG BACKDROPS TO KANCRVA'S ANMALS
AND ARE VALUABLE WSTORICAL DISPLAYS A3 wELL.

Mural on No. 1 Fossil House.

Fossil House No. 1 contains an almost complete skeleton
of a duck-billed Dinossur. This skeleton was unearthed by
Charles Sternberg, noted paleontologist of the National
Museum, Ottaws. There are numerous bones of various
Dinosaurs as well as exhibits of fossilized fish and plant life.
The background is painted to show the formations in the
Red Deer Valley where dinossur remains are found.

®



This Fossil House demonstrates the five eras of life.

Fossil House No. 2 demonstrates the five eras—Archae-
ozoic, Proterozoic, Palacozoie, Mesozvie, and Cenozofc. A
window is devoted to foasilized remains of each era. g

Study of the Fossil Houses in conjunction with the life
sized models is, we believe, an interesting and accurate man.

to depict fauna snd flora of the periods represented.
Coming back to more modern times Fossil House
Number Two also contains maps and charts showing the
connection between these carly Eras and our present
natural resources. The canvas background is painted to
depict fauns and flora of the periods represented.



*OINNY” LARGEST OF THE REPLICAS AND
GUARDIAN OF THE NATURAL HISTORY PARK.

Our Brontosaurus — the biggest thing in town.

Alberts has possibly the world's most abundant remains
of giant reptiles who roamed the marshy shores of a tropical
sea many years ago. Calgary has the only Park in Amer-
jea where more than 30 life sized models of these can
be seen,

Ome of the largest of all Dinosaurs is the Brontosaurus
a vegetarian and marsh dweller. In natural life he would
welgh as much as 65 tons. One hundred and twenty tons
of material was used in the construction of this model



The Stegosaurus has the doubtful honor of having
kcd the smellest broin of oll the Dinosaurs.
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THE PARK IS NOT ONLY A GREAT ARTISTIC
ACHIEVEMENT BUT SERVES ALSO AS AN EXCRLLENT
HISTORICAL EXHIBIT
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AT TIMES THE MONSTERS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTS
SEEM SO RRANSTIC, THAT IT ALMOST SEEMS

AS IF YOU RAVE ADLE TO JOURNEY SACK
INTC TIME, OR ARE ENTERING A LOST WORLD DREAMT
OF LIKE JAN EDGAR RICE BURROGHS NOVEL.......
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e THEN YOU HAPPEN TO NOTICE THE WIRE

MESH AND QVERNEAD FLOOD LIGHTS SURROUNDING THE

TOWERNG manmsmw-, AND YOU ARE INSTANTRY
PORTED BACK TO THE’ 20' CENTURY,
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SPECIAL ATTENTION WAS PAID TO THE PAINT
AND BASED ON AVAIRABLE KNOWLRDGE, THE
COLORS ARE AS ACCURATE AS POSIIOLE,




THE SMALLER MAMMALS WITH THE MURAL
.1 FOSSI. HOUSE IN THE BACKGROUND,



It is & crioute to e planciog and sKill that went i
these replicas that after twenty years they are still structur
wlly sound and little criticism is heard as to their accuracy.
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THE ALBERTA SOGIETY OF PETROLEUM
GEOLOGISTS STILL CONTRIBUTE TmE
AND ENERGY TO THE NATURAL HNISTORY
DISPLAY.
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KANERVA'S DINOSAURS HAVE NOT ONLY MAIN-
TAINED VAST POPULARITY WITH THE PUBLIC; BUT HAVE
ALSO ENDURED THE HARSH CLIMATIC CONDITIONS OF
CALGARY. (SOME HOUSES AND ROADS SHOULD BE AS WELL
DESIGNED AND BUILT). IT IS IRONIC THAT THE
DINOSAURS, WHO HAVE BEEN EXTINCT FOR MILLIONS
OF YEARS, MIGHT OUTLIVE US AS TOWERING CEMENT
REPLICAS. THIS 1S PERHAPS THE GREATEST TESTIMONIAL
AN ARTIST COULD HAVE...... WORK THAT ENDURES TIME!




THE GSEVERE WINTER WEATHER 1S ALMOST AS BAD AS

TRE CONDITIONS
MOTHER NATURE.

INFLICTED ON THE REAL DINOSAURS BY




THE ADVENT OF FIBREGLASS HAS OPENED NEW HORIZONS
FOR THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY AS WELE AS THE FUTURE OF
THE PARK. THE FIRST RRPLICA COMPLETRD WAS A GIANT

PLESIOSAUR THAT NOW INHABITS THE PARK LA GOON.

PENELOPE THE PLESIOSAUR
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JOHN KANERVA WAS THE DRWING
FORCE BEHIND THIS ARTISTICALLY
AND HISTORICALLY BEAUTIFUL PRARK.
MAY IT CONTINVE TO BRING JOY

AND KNOWLEPGE TO THOUSANDS OF
PEOPLE RACH YRAR.
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