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The City of Calgary

Calgary, Alberts, Canada

FEERU ARY 10, 1969

Standing Policy Committee on Community Services,
City Hall,
CALGARY,

Dear Sirs,

I enclose a letter, suggesting that a plagque be
erected on St, George's Ialan& to recognise the services of
John Kanerva, the sculptor who built the model of Dinny

the Dinosaur,

This seems like & worthwhile pro ject to me;
obviously Kenerva has contributed a considerable amount to
the success of St, George's Islend and has provided us with
a well-known Calgary symbol.

Yours tmly,

~—— "
">

Bc;'y ﬁrran, -
Aldemmen, Ward 2
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QFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTEMOENT
PARKS. RECREATION. amo
CEMETERY DEPARTMENT

The Citp of Calgarp

Calgary 21, Alberta, Canada,

February 25, 1969,

Mr, I,S, Forbes,
Commissioner of Eeconomie
and Community Services,
Board of Commissioners,

Dear Sir:

Re: Plaque, Recognizing the Work
of Mr, John Kanerva

With regards to Alderman Farran's letter to the Standing

Policy Committee on Community Services concerning a plaque recogni-
zing Mr, John Kanerva, the sculptor involved in Calgary Zoo's Dino-
saur Park, we have checked the dinosaur area and although there is

" no specific recognition plaque, his name does appear on some of the
work there, Recently, the Calgary Zoological Society honoured
Mr, Kanerva and the two other gentlemen who were involved in the
establishing, design and building of the St, George's Island Dino-
saur Park, It would be my opinion that should Council wish to in-
stall a recognition sign, that all three of the gentlemen involved
should be named, I believe it is also important to note that many
men have been involved in a voluntary capacity over the years with
the establishing of the Zoo and the Dinosaur Park, but to date, we
have not established a practice of erecting public recognition

signs,
Yours truly,
H, Boothman,
Superintendent,
Parks and Recreation
Department,

HB/fs,

c,c, City Clerks Department,
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Dinosaur Park Founders Honoured

More than 100 zoo officicls, their picture on dinosaurs entitled “The
wives ond friends were present at @ Lost World” instigated five
dinner in the new Aviary on June 17 years of intensive study on the oni-
to poy tribute to the founders of the
world famous Calgary Dinosour Park

which

mals,

When 00 officials approached
him at this time for new disploy sug-
gestions for S1, George's Islond, he

suggested a prehistoric pork

L. Governor Grant MacEwon pre
sented life memberships in the 00
socicty to John Kenerve, originotor
and builder of the huge models, ond Mr,
to Bonff sculptor Charlie Biel ond from his bronze sculptures of cow.

Biel, whose moin fame arose

Aarne Koskeleinen, who designed the
first models for the park and devised
methods for their construction.

Present also was Mr. Lars Willum.
sen, past president of the society,
who obtained pictures of o German
dinosaur pork for the Colgory de-
signers. He presented honor scrolls
1o the three developers and recalled
the early stages of the park’s devel.

boys in action, did pioneer work on
the first reptile figures. He waos join
ed on the project by e, Koskelienen
who was responsible for devising the
method of construction on cll the pre-
sent dinosaurs o wooden structure
covered with steel netting and cocted
with cement He waoas also respon
sible for laying the base of Dinny in
1934, the 120 ton Brontosaurus which
has since become the symbol of the

opment when with ¢ $100.00 annual pork,
budget plans were drawn up and
matericl was borrowed or scrounged
for the first dinosour model produced

by Charlie Biel.

The park now displays 55 life-
ccale models of monstrous repriles
ond moemmals ond plans are being

Prehistoric Park Pioneers Charlie Biel,
Tom Baines, A. C. Graves, Aarne
Kaskeleinen and Lors Willumsen,

made 10 add one or two mojor madels
In 1928 Mr. Konerva saw a motion in the future

DINNY GETS NEW LOOK

In early June the Natural History Committee commussion
ed Teylor Decorating Ltd. to paint “"Dinny” the Dinosaur ond
Tyronnosourus Rex — our two largest reptile models. Dinny
hod been prepared for this event last summer when his old
coat of paint was sand-blasted, his cement body was repaired
and c protective sealer applied for the winter. Taylor Decoratl
ing spent two wecks dressing up the huge monster's ond
scaffolding was built to reach 32 feet up to Dinny's head
Spraoy pointing and o bit of dazzling brush-work tronsformed
into reptiles of beauty for the summer

"Dinny” and "Rex”

The Natural History Committee hired o young Univer
sity lad to conduct guided tours of the dinosaur perk twice
a day ond to potrol the area and keep it lidy. As a result
the dinosour park sporkled this summer. As o final touch
to the park, the Committee installed floodlights in front of
Dinny and the south diarama. These lights are attached fto
an automatic timing device which turns them on ot dusk and
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off at midmight




