PARKS SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 1914

To the lMayor & Commissioners,

Cit}?’ Hall,
Gentlemen:

I beg to submit the following reports and
recommendations for your consideration.

The system that was installed this year enabled
us to'record more details than previously. I am able to
submit clearly expenditures under various appropriations : {
hoping that the statistical information furnished may afford . u |
an intelligent idea of necessary expense in the careing of
Calgary's parks.

$99,492.00 was appropriated and $80,555.75 spents
leaving a balance of $18,936.95. $61,679.24 represents . '
actual park and boulevard development and maintenance, thy &%
temainder covering extraneous purposes, as shown hereaftsrs.

" The year's revenue is $10,266.07, and was m g
/ derived from the Cemetery, $4,340.,00 and $1,343.00 1e reser
ing the sale of grave lots and grave digging respectl iy@

I would particularly call your attention to an item € .
$984.95 for the loaming, seeding, and maintenanée of grave
plots. This is quite a new departure, being the first year
that the c¢ity has received revenue from this source. 'In
this connection I beg to suggest another possible source of
revenue, viz., the placing and replenishing of a supply of

flowers on graves throughout the season at certain fixed

charges. This is quite a common practice in cities that

have greenhouses situated in their cemeteries, and helps

congsiderably towards the cost of maintenance of those green-
> houseSe

Acting on instructions received from you early
in August, work under bylaw (boulevard construction), was >
discontinued absolutely, and work under the estimates was
very considerably curtailed. This was no doubt unavoidable,
but tended in many ways to eripple the work of the depart-
ment. XFor instance it was not possible to make preparations
for rinks before the ground was frozen, conseguently they
cost more to construct. Again, in all probhability it will
be necessary to fill the morgue with bodies during the
wintere. These bodies will have to be buried in lMay when
some five or six feet of frost will have to be dug through.
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Ve are behind with very much of ecur necessary work, very little
pregress has bcen mede at the time of writing with tree pruning and
"dressing, and this work is being done during the celdest period of
the year, when it can be dene less expeditiously than in milder
weethor., e axe were very late in getting cur mulching done, ang
had it not been for a good mmowfall I am afreid much of osur stock
would have suffered.

As it will be necessary to still further execonomise this
year, I would suggest that the mnergies of the department Dbe
directed a2long these lines whereby revenue may be nade or citizens
materially assisted. . . Something has salready been done in
this direction by the preparation of Shouldice, Tuxedo, and part
ef Riley Perks, for crops and preparaticn eof about 100 vacant lots
for cultivation. I would recommend that we prepare as may vacant
. lots in the spring as there may be demand feor, and that all other
availeble land that is suitable be prepered and cropped.

o

The seasen, as rcgerds weather, has, en the whole, been &
fevorable one though the spring, particularly at planting time, was
very dry, with the hot winds prcvailing., The very severe hailstorm
and deluge ef rain that passed across the city early in July did
ruch damage. The latter part of the swmmer was very favorable to
grewth, however, and it was surprising how ra;idly vegetation
recovered end made up for t*e backwardness caused by the aiverse
conditions that preveiled eerlier in the yeer. The winter, -~ "
with stezdy cold and good blanket of smow has, se far, been
ideal fer the herticulturist end I anticipate very few losses.

I consider the past yeers werk a success se far as serving
the public is concerned, and thet is our aim at.all times. The credit
is due t» a large extent te the intercst evinced by the regular
empleyees and _their desire to please the people they were paid to 4
serve. It has uveen the policy ef the department to give constant
encourcgement te all citizcns to make full use of the parks and
every demand made for facilities for wut-door sperts has, sc far as
pessible, been responded teo, te the extent of our abilities anad
resources.

Flowers heve been sent regularly to the General, Hely
Oress, Tuberculesis, and Isolatien Hospitals, Childroen's aild, and
Gonvalescent Home, some being taken daily to at least cne of these
institutions so long as flowers were to be had.

I continued the practice ef saturating the soil around the
roots of all trees, shrubs, and plants just before the ground was
frozen as I am yearly becomring more convinced cf the necessity
of this practice, if stock is to winter satisfecterily,

The labelling of nlants in the perks was much appreciated
by the publice.

The summary of our planting en all parks and boulevards
exclusive of nursery planting, 1s as fellcws:-
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6181 trees. 5083 shrubs .
5476 Herbacesous perennials. 34,834 bulbs.

Mueh #f the time ef the pari cortakers is taken up with
the gathering of refuse scgttered brosdcast by the public, Receptaamles
have been provided, but these are not used to the extent they ought
te be. I have refrained from posting notices with regerdd to this
particular matter es I de not care te besprinkle the warks wiv
these, but some method should be edojpted te indboe the publice to
abendon this practice.

I would egein remind you that severel of our small perk
sites ere without names, also of the recommendetion conteined in
my last year's report, that cotteges for the parx coretakers be
built. These could be made to pay for their cecst in a few yesrs.

CEITRAL PARK
This perk was mainteined in geod order througheut the

. seaons, Mest of the peths have been resurvaced with cinders, about
100 loads being used. The Jark furniture has teen painted. Plant
tubs were mede fer the bex trees used in thig perk so thet it was not
necessary te plunzothese shrubs. This added to the appesrence of the
park, being in keeping with the general formal style, Yindow boxes
were used on the library for tre first time. During the season
1,085 shrubs, 2,246 perennials, 18,508 annuels and 13,370 bulbs have
been planted. The lawn space surrounding tne South African lMemoriel,
which adhad been destroyed during the erection of the ronument, was
repeired. A lerge bin has been made and placed at the back of the
bend stand in which to denosit refuse until _ .sufficient has
accumuleted to be hauled away. Bicycle stands have been made at the
librery entrance. The use of & horse lawn mower has lessened the
cost of grass cutting considercbly. I am eliminating the use of
ennuals wherever pessible and substituting herbaceous pewennials
as this will tend to reduce the cost of maintenance. 0f course it
will be necessary to continue the use of annuals where there is
need for formality, s for instance, in the geemetrically desigge
designed beds of Central Park. To some extert.this formality is
indespensible, in fact, is desirabke in dealing with city squares
and smeller parks, provided the design is not too intricate.

I would call your attention to the fact that the coumfort
stations have to be closed during the winter months, as there are no
meens of heating these. This is condition that should be remedied.

I beg to recommend that & plain low wire fence be placed
on the outside of the shrubbery porders surrounding this park, as
dogs do very considerable mischief on these borders.

MEWATA PARXK. o I

The basebell diamons and football grounds havé required quite
a et of attention to keep them in order to the satisfaction of the
players. Players' boxss have been constructed on the diemonds and
the athletic apparatus renaired and improved., A close wire fence
was placed part of the wey along the riverside. A sand pit for the
children was constructed in the Nerth east corner and this proved a

t
i
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great boen., A commencement ves mede on the construction of temnis
courts at the west end. A good deal of levelling has been done on

the parlk, the ruts and other depressions being filled. The rinks #
mede during the last and present winters hove bearn very popular,

there being at times as mepy as 1000 visitors daily. The horse

mower has been used in this perk during the <. .surmer to good advantage.

I would egin remind you thet weter and sever connections have
been made on 1llth Street est for the urnose of constmucting a
comfort station in this park.

I beg to recommend thet +trees and shrmuibs be pleanted on the
cutskirts of this perk. This could be done without curtailing the
space available for sports, and would cive & more park like
appearance. Backstops, goalpcsts, end bleachers, are at best unsightly
objects in lerge open parks, therefore it is necessary to counteract
this unsightlaness as far as possible by tree plenting. It is ¥
essential also thet some shade trees be plented on the children's
playground. The shiodi~ is very necessary during the hot summer
months when the »nlaygrounds srould bs rendering the grestest
possible enjoyment to the children of the community.

RILEY FALXK.

48 much work as circumstances permitted hes Tbeen done on
this perly, towards the develcpmernt of the plan prepared and submitted
last year. In the beginning of the yeer the finishing %Youches were
nput to the toboggen slide,and this proved very pcpular., On at leest *
two occasions there were an estimated number of 500 people on these
slides. ¥With the ovening u» of syring, walks and drives were laid
out and the borders remcdelled, in the process of which thore was
rmuch transplanting. . Some pruning wos then done end the border
thoroughly cultivated once dee:ly and twice on the surface. 10 beds
were prepared, 50 loads of manure were worked in and shrubs were
then planted., In preparing for grass the 9 ccres at the easgt end
of the perk that had not been seeded the Urevious year, 329 loads
of well reeted manurc were zlowed in, the ground herrowed, levelled,
seeded to grass, end rolled., 400 1bs. of grass seed were used. but,
in spite of hend weeding &«rd »very possible cere and attention the
drought hindered germination of the grass and weeds proved very
troublesome, these weeds havinsg to bs wmown by the gross cutter.

2 regulation rnotices were posted, one &t aach entrence, &nd the ¥
flag pole from the old site of the E.l...M.Ps b.zracks, [ a gift to’
the City from tke G.T.P.) was transferred to this pork. During the
dry pert of the season one man was continuously employed watering
the border and beds and much time wes also spent in an endeavour to
keep the hill to the north west of the lake site looking green. 1738
trees, 3,998 shrubbs, 3250 perennial and annual plents and 16,000
bulbs have been planted during the season. 142 large spruce trees #
were transplented from the old R.N.V.lM.P, barracks site. The season
wes late =nd the weather anything but favorable vhen this work weas
done, but if 50% of the trees survive it will be worth while. During
the season the grass was cut by the horse lawn mower and the edges
of the beds were trimrmed by hand. mowing. Abcut 4 acres ef grass
failed to meke & successful sitert owing to a very weedy condicion.
This idearea was later prevered for cleaning crop, the 1lend being
rlewed, ernd about 80 loads of menure belirg incorporated.

e
<
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It is intended to plant with potatoes in the spring. During the fell
12 new beds were dug up and 70 loads of menure trenched in, in | o
preparation for plenting next spring..In the planting of these beds
they will not be considered individually, dbut cach as a unit of a
harmonious whole so fitted together &s to form & normal state of
completeness. It wes this harmony thet was kept . in mind in the
preperaetion of the plan, 4 four foot grass strin as a verge to the
outer shrubbery porder was made up and nrepared for seeding in the
spring. 4t present it extends alceng the east and south sides, half
of the north and pert of the west side. About 10 loads of manure were
used here., 50 loads of well rotted meanure were used in the late fall
for mulching and topdressing the old beds. A portion of the gravel #
bank nemwr the west entrance was left unimproved lest year for the
purpose of getting gravel for concrete for the pool. This gravel is
being heauled, 71 loads having been moved u» to the »resent, so that
next spring the at present rather unsightly area .near the west
entrance can be immroved. As wesg the case last winter manure is being
collected and prenared in this —~erk, there being at present ebout
200 loads areedy for use. The surface of the children's pleyground
has been cocted with cinders end & sand pile has been constructed.
This ple; ground has been thoroughly well patronised during the year,

. The 550 children attending the schools in the vicinity taking full

' aedzantage of it. There is very urgent need for additional plajground 4

apparatus. I would also recommend thet a weding pool be constructed.

I recomrend that a comfort station bes erected in the .
south east corner of this »ark with eccess from 10th Street N... s

HILLHURST PARK.

At the opening of the year we had two skating .
rinks in this inclosure. One was reserved for hockey and some 20 +
properly orgenised gemes were . played on this. On the lorger rink
the ice wes extremely good and it was no uncommon thing to see 600
or more people making use of it. As soon as the ice was off the field
footbell was started, and the following are the totals of the various
league games played:- 14 sanior gemes, 1lu junior gemes, 14 intermediate
games, 4 international games, 1 inter-city game, and 7 rugby games,
At most of these metches, especially the "senior" there were large
crowds of spectators. During the year various improvements were
carried out in the park. The west fence was rebuilt, being raised so
as to come above the level of the newly greded sidewalk, 41 posts
and 200 fect of new lumber being used, besides making wse cf the old
material., A rail fence was also erected slong the touch line to
the north side of the nlaying field. Sawdust was sunplied for the
gemses, grass was cut, weeds raked off, grading done to prevent water
holes, and the pavilion etc., cleaned after metches. Satisfgction
was expressed& more than once in the public press and elsewhere on the
condition of the grounds during the playing season. A great deal of
plumbing revcirs have been made necessexry on this nark owing to wanton

destruction by people using the comfort stations. 7
ST.GEORGE'S InL.ID,

4 smell smount of piling hes been done en the south shore
for the purpose of seving three good trces thet would certainly have ¥

been carried away by the river ledt spring hed this not been done.
The whole of this shore is graduelly being undermined and weshed
away during high weter, The banks here are ~'elil furnished with large
trees, these trees forming the princinal feature of besuty of the
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islend, &and, unless a retaining wall of some kind is built, a
great many of these will be lost end the island damaged . irreparably.
Fences were built in dangerous spot$ near the bridge approaches to
prevent accident. To such an extent have picnic increased that the
sunply ef tablesand benches has had to be more than doubled. These
were made by the denartment at .small cost., A number of rustic
seats and fences have been built. 4 large flower borders were made
on etch side of the approach to the »navilion end these when filled
Jwith flowers brishtened the park consicerebly. It was found that «
the gravel with . which the children's playcround was cocted last
winter would not bind, and created an undesirable condition. This
hes been remedied by surfacing with cinders, 50 loads being uscd.
The conecrete lighting colurmns are still lying in the d&iteh in which
they were placed nearly 2 years ago, avaiting erection., This work
could be done at very small cost by employees of trhis department.
The surfacing of the driveway with cinders hes effected & wonderful
improvement, and this work is being continued, 3200 loads being used
The work of trec doctoring is being continued, this being, in my
estimation, of extreme importance in wrolnnglng the life of the o0ld
trces. This work consists of removing dead and decaying wood,
terring wounds, cleaning out cavities and filling with cement to

. exclude moisturc and diseesc. Some of the loam thet had been lying
piled up for several years, was used to begin the formation ¢f a
terrace cround the tavilion. Kope swings have bren placed on the
treos in suitable locations and these have proved a 5reet .
attrection., 800 bulbs and £,676 annuals have Deen used in this
park on the new torders. It is necessary, both here and at Shculdice 4
and Bowness Parks, to have the caretelers always keep supply of
¥indling et the fire places to prevent picenicers breaking the trees
and shrubs for the purpose of obtaining firc wood.

It is estimeted that 20,000 children used the playground
during the season and 477 picnies were held in this park.

An impreved water supply is still an urgent necessity.
I would like to be eble to construct tennis courts here this coming
season. Level stretches of the lawn cen be utilized and put in
-shape at small exnense. I am certain that these would fill a long
felt want, the public demand becoming more and more insistent eseach
"year.

VICTORIA TARI.

The sunken gerden has been kept in shane and 4046
flowering pients used for the cummer displey. A rink has been made
each winter, andé this season this is being used for curling. This
sunken gasrden would meke an excellent site for a swimming peool.
244 trees were transplanted from the south east corner to the
Cemetery. Considerable repairs have been made to the football field
fence and this had been remocdelled, 80 &s to make it more portable
with less risk ef damage. A building has been purchased for the
use ef players as a dressing room. The feotball ground and baseball
diamonds heve been kept in as good shape as cenditions permitted.
Acting on instructions from you, men have been kept at the manure
dupp in this »erk to control and regulate the: depesiting of same.
These men also stacked and turned as mueh of this as possible to
get it in condition for use, I have received very numerous requests
for menure end I would recormend thet yards be established in #
suitable locations where menure can be prspared and sold to
citizens at cost.

b

“
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ZLDO PARK.

A smell rink was mede here last winter but nothing was
attempted in this way this scason, as, owing to some grading having
been done on the perk Quring the summer the site wes not in suitable
condition .  retain theraterwater. The park was plowed this fall
and prepared for a cron of some kind. If this ground is cropped it
will be necessery to fence and I recommend that & fence such as was
erected at Shouldice be placed around the nark. This fence cost 10
cents per foot including lebor and material. The band stand has been
partly painted ard meats placed in it for the use of bands.

" SBHOULDICL Puikik.

80 acres have becn plowed 8 inches deep and thoroughly
and carefully prepared for cropping next year. This land is however
padly in need of menure. Additional tables and benches have been
made and comfort stations placed on the park. A fence has been
pleced along the river side to prevent strey horses and cattle
getting into the park. The boulders and stones with which the perk
was littered have been gatheored and heuled away.

BOVIESS PARK.

Owing to the . embankment that enclosed the stream
dividing the island from the maoinland having given cway,., It was
impossible to keep 8 good body of water in the stream. This has been
te & great extent remedied by carefully piling and repairing the
ambankment. As a result a good body of vaier can now be maintained, *
bathing and boating has been mede possible and these pastimes have
been indulged in considerably by people visiting the park. Humerous
ructick seats have been built. The bridge has been re-built and
re-=floored and the a proaches at either end improved by greding.
Most of the o0ld buildings and Qcoralls have been torn down and the
wood is being hauled to addressed furnished by the Associated
Cherities. Roads through the island have been improved by filling in
the deep ruts, and pasths have been cut through the brush on the
previously inaccessible areas. These paths being carried through
the most picturesque portion -'mnd by the waterside as ruch as
possible. ‘

A goed deal of the dcad brush has been cut te prevent fire
and areas have been opened up under the large shady trees for the %
convenience of picnie parties. Comfert stations have been placed in
suitable lecations, a large nurber of tables and benches provided,
and rustic seats built. As much tree dectoring as possible has been
done to prolong the life of the large trees and I recommend that this
werk be continued. The beauty of this park depends on its trees.
Though many ef the trees may appear strong and healthy, yet, on close
examination numbers prove to be very far from that condition. Unseen
decay £pd destructive insect pests are eating out their life. Not
only i& examination and attention reguired to prolong the lives of
the trees, there is also the menace of injury or even death through
the sudden snapping and falling of unsound limbs on persons whé may
happen te be beneath., It was my intention to make football and base-
ball grounds, tennis courts and running track here, but, as I have
been repeatedly instructed to devete my energies mainly to the
cleser in parks, this has not been possible. I recommend thet these
be made however, during the coming season s there is an ever
increasing demand for thom.

&N
¢
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This park is becoming more popular each year as a
picnie resort, some thousands of pecple having visited i%
during the season. People go there with the idea of getting into
the Country and having a quiet unconcentional time, It is ideal
es & natural park for this purpose and 1t would te a great pity

if it werc not maintained as such.

It. seers t2 me thet it is

not a perk to bte developed into intensive recrcational use, but
should be so meintaincd as to give &ll the sanse of freedom that
the unspoiled country gpives.

SHAGANAFPI PARK.

Is

an unsought and uncared for area at tre present

time. This might by made to serve a purpose by the construction
of a 9 hole golf course, and might incidentally help the street
railvay roevenue by that means. I believe there is sufficient

, space, as only 40 to 60 acres are recuired for

CITY HALL GARDH

*a 9 hole course.

527 plants have been used for the window boxes and
. irnterior decoration and 670C plants and bulbs for the embellish-
ment of the beds. Fer the sake of excconomy the greenkhouse men
now have the care of this garden addocd to their other duties. The
bare plot of land east of the City Eall has been cleared, levelled

and seeded to grass,

BCOULEVARDS.

Under Local Improvement By-Law 1610, 39,075 feot

(74 miles) of new boulevard have been constructed at & cost
including overhead cherges of §17,768,58¢, er anproximetely 45
cents per foot frontage [(y225.C0 per block] This is slightly less
than the ceost of similar work in 1913. There are now 40 miles

of bouleverd in the City.

The blocks c¢onstructed this

oN

Pron

season are as follows:-

To

7th St.N.U,
1st Avenue
4th Avenue
Park Road
3rd 8%, West
3rd St, Vest
5th St, West
6th.S¢, W.
7tk St, W.
7th St, .
9th 8¢, W.
10th 8¢. W.
16A 8¢, W,
11th $%,V.
l2th 8%, W,
12th Sg, W.
15th S, W,
l16th St, W.
leA.5t, ¥,
17th St, ¥,
19th Avenge
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2nd Avenue
BA Bt. N.W,
7th St. N.W.
18th Avenue
3rd Avenus
3rd Avenuc
3rd Avenue
11lth Avenue
20th Avenue
Prospect Ave,
17th Avenue
19th Ave.
Cameren Ave,
Colbvorne Cres.
Colborne Cres.
17th Avenus
17th Ave.
17th Avenue
17th Avenue
17th Avenue
7th St, W.

4th Avenue

Ctr St. N.W.
10th St. H.V.
2nd S8t. East
2nd Street K.
4th Avenue
6th. Avenus
leth Avenue
Durham Avenue.
Hillcrest Ave.
Durham Ave.
Hillcrest Ave.
Colborne Cres.
Prospect Ave,
Prespect Ave.
Prospect Ave,
2lst Eve.

21st Avenue
21st Avenue
21let Kvenue
12th St. W,



ON FROM 70

22nd Avenue 14th St. V. 16th St. W,
25th Avenue 4th St. W, BA St. West
26th Avenue lst Ste W 4th St. W,
Durham Ave, 8th St. W, 10th St. W.
Colborne Cres. 10th St. W 132th St. V.
Syderham Rd. 8th St. W. Carlton St.
Praspect Avee Hope St 13th St. W,
Hillerest Ave. Hope St. 8th St. W,

7,655 feet (nezrly 1 miles) of narrow strip have
been levelled and secded in the following locations.

ON

+HOM

TO

8th St.East
3rd Avenue
4th Avenue
11th Averue
Centre St,
6th Sta. VWest
7th St. Vest

Trees have been planted

5th Avenue
15th Avenue
18th Avenue
19th Avenue
20th Avenue
£1lst Avenue
22nd Avenue
7th St. W,
6th St. W,
1lth St. W
5th St. Wa
8th St. W,
11th St. W,
26th Kvenue
Replacements.

10th Avenue
lst Sto EO
2né St. Fast.
ond St. Fost
1¢th Avenuc
8i{h Avenuc
8th Avenue

7th St. W.
4th St. V.
7th St. V.
2nd St. W
2nd St.W.
2nd St. V.
gnd St. W,
11th Ave.
13th Ave,
17th Ave.
1adth Ave.
17tk Ave.
8th Avenue
lst St. V.

19th Avenue
°nd 3t. Dast
4th 3t. Zast
€th 8t, Hest
F1th Avenue
9th Avenue
9th Avenue

cn trke boulefards as follows:-

Bow River 229.
14th St, V. 538
9th St. V. 128
Bth 8t. V. 79
5th Bt. V. 144.
5th St. V. 132.
Bth 8t. i, 134

20th Avenue - 285
17th Avenuc 102.
Celbvorne Cres. 41
22nd"Avenue 224

20th Avenue 86
Bow River 77 .
4th St. V. 38
_1le7
o404,

All the bovleverds in Section 15 thet it is advisable
to plant, have been completed. I recommend that Section 16 be

completed in tha

same. way during the coming seeson. This will
recuire 2,309 trees.

The horse mechines proved & groat boon in keeping in
order the 32 miles that had to be mown, costing no more than tue
11% miles of the nrevious season, when the work had to be done

entlrelj by hand,

T spraying mechines were purchased early in the
season, end the bouleverds and perk trees were regularly sprayed.
It vas cuite time that this work was und--taken, as tree pests
are beg1nn1ng to establish themsclves here. If these pests are to
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Tte kept in check, co-operation cn the pert of prcporty owners is
necessary. We have “sprayed trees on private property whenever
requested to do so, the actual cost of the work being charged.

All the trees are being cerefully nruned, It was
necessary to prune those planted two years ago, somewkat severaly
as the heads had develnped moro rapidly that the stems, causing
them to be topr heavy and straining radly during wind storrs when
in foliage. Each tree is accorded individual treatment according
to its nreeds and not pruned at random or in & hapzard ranner.
After the pruning is completed all wounds will be dressed.

The trees have required constant care as regards
staking and tying. Not only is this nemessary to prevent danage
but is essentisl to preserve their symmetry. Crooked and ill-

proportioned tress look picturesque _ as a feature of the
landscape in a wood or park, but on the stroets symrmetry is
desirable,

The boulevards infested with dendelions were sprayed
3 times with sulphate of iron. One rore sprayirg would have proved
effective in destroyihg most of these pest. Unfortunately it was
impossible to obtain a further supply of sulphate, and as a
consequence the good work that had bteen accomplished was completely
negatived.

The cutting of weceds and grass on the narrow strip
between sidewalks and prozerty line has cost quite , 1a considerable
sam, and yet the work has not besn asg effective as I would like.

If these could ©be made level with the sidewalk and secded, they
could be kept much neater and the werk done very cheaply by running
& small mechine over themr.

The boulevards in KoxBurgh Place have teen in charge
on this department during the season.

As a protective measure gmnards have been placed around
all trees east of 4th Street West. This very necessary protection
should be given to all trees on the streets. <

After monch loss of time and unsuccessful experimenting
we seem to have hrit"%the right method by -which to maka Calgary
& city of trees. It will be unfortunate if for the sake cof
sconomy the rogram of tree planting on our strcets is curtailed
at the present time. If a city can be doscribed as a city of trees,
it at once suggests that it is & beautiful city and will attract
the population on account of the pleasing character of its
residential sections. The present hkerd times will .. net, we hope, =
continue and it is necessary te think of the future in this
connection, &8 a tree takes a few years to develope,

I have viewed with concern the running of gas mains
through the boulevards during the past zseason. I am afreid that
the practice will result in serious trouble in the future. It
will be most unfortunate if at . some future time, when the
boulevard trees have developed into reelly fine specimens, they
are poisoned wholesale by leakages of .gas. This is very likely
to . happen as the roots are sure to disv v the pipes and

en
!
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cauce these leaksges‘ I cannot think that the »nlacing of conduits
of any kind in the boulevards is good rractice, for the roots are
sure 4o cause considerable trouble and the trees will suffer by the
destruction of their roots when renair work has to be donse.

I vould like to say & word of apprcciation of the
¥ind courtesy shown me by. the other devartments in the matter of
notifying me of any work thet was contempleted that effected tke
boulevards and in the case of tkc lectr10 Light Depnartment,
notifying me when tree branches were in contact with light eres,
This co-operstion hes been exceedingly helpful.

I “eg to call your attention th the fact that
boulevard maintenence is »rovided for in Winnipeg, Vancouver and
meny other cities bty an annnal frontage tax.

I beg te rocommend that residents be compelled to
remove fonens, hedges, and other inclosures from the boulevards
where such exist. The rights of the cormunity shculd take precendence
of the rights of individusils.

CEMETIRY.

The grading of the rocads has been contirued, and where
these conteined loam, this has been removed fcr use on the grave
plots end repleced with the surplus socil from the graves.

The surfacing of the rosds with cinders kas been
continued, akout 1000 loads being hauled, arnd this has effected =
great improvemeng.

Many »arts of the v cemotery being rost unsightly
owing to depressions and sunken graves, a start was medc to regrade
the section, surface with loam, and seed, the whole of 8ecction M.
and a portlon of Section A, b@lng treated in this way. In doing this
work I endeavoured to climinate as much as possible the amall
banks created by the grading of lots also &long the mergins of the
sections. The ugly wood merkers arc gradially teing repleced with
cerent one which are placed level with the surface. Vhen this work
13 completed the whole arescan be mown and kept in very  much

“better condition and at less cost then has been the caso in th
past, Not only so, but the genoral appearcnce of the cometery Wlll be
wonderfully improved as it will be eesier to keep the ground free
from weeds and the edges of the walks and drives cven and true These
cement morkers can be made by the department and cost less than the
wooden ones.

2037 trees have been planted and 3,314 flowering plantS*
and bulbs have been used for the embellishment of the borders.

The water service has been considerably extended, This -
was absolutely nececsary to meat the demand for care of pldts.

The work of installing a system of road drainage was
started and is now :ell under way. The great necessity for this was *
made adperent at the time of the great storm in Jualy, when some of
the rosds were literally washed away.

Acting on instructions reccived from the City Clerk, I,
sometime ego, submitted for the considerati .. of the Legislative

ey
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Committee of 1915 a detailed list of the nccessary changes in the
by~laws affecting this department, which included & proposed now
ceqetery by-law. There are meny important metters concerning the
regul ation of the cemetery that are not at present provided for

by Bg-lew and it is impertant that this condition be remedie.. The
droper administration of the ccometery entails the nccessity of
legalised rules and regulations. Here as else-vhere people have
various oninions and views. “without such rules individual action as «
regards planting, tombstones, eté,, might soon destroy the effect of
the general arrangemernt or be an infringement of the rights of owners
of naighbouring lots.

The 0ld cemetery records rerwious to January 1914, have
been kept in & more or less hapzard way. Diring this winter these are
being erranged tabulated, as &s tc bring the numbers of lots ¥
into seguence and also shown the nares of interred in alphabetical
order. This entails cuite an amount of work but is very necessary, as
up to the present, considerable deley &nd more or less ennoyance has
been caused to those seeking information with regard to burials, the
finding of the informetion required often taking considerable time.
When the new tabulation is complete, that, tcgether with the new

. systen of marking the lots, will mele the locating of .. same and
furnishing of any infeormetion recuired with regard to buriels,
rceedingly easy.

Ce%%tory Record -----cecemmmos cniieeo - 1914,
Number of Family Plots 850ld,wmmmmmm e 3.
Number of 12' x 8 8014 cm-meememmmmme e 27.
Number of single grave plu$s folde-------------coeone 367,
Total number so0ld, = = cecemccmemememee e 427,
Number of bodiecs interred. ==—=e--e--emeocemeaaoan 650
Number of bodies removed from the Cemetery. -------- 1
Number of lots loamcd and seeded, ---=------=-=-----= 102.
Humber of lots meintainel, eeecmremcmmcmo e 187
Number of lets plotted. —  womeemcemece ccmmeemmeama 268
Total number of lots of all dcscrintions
available in Coreterye------------ -2128.

NURSERIES.
5571 trces, 3229 shrubs and 2797 herbaccous perennials

heve heon purchased. 0f these 6929 were pormanently planted on the F

parks and boulevards., 4461 planted in the nurseries, end the balance

sold,

Of the 6500 trees, shrubs, and roses that =were already
in the nursery 1753 were transplented permenently and 682 8old.

3,200 trecs were lifted by the Department at Canmore and
shipped to Celgary. Of these sbcut 600 were sold and the balance
planted on the »arks and boulevards.

80,000 euttings of Russion Poplar, Dakota Bslm and other
trees were planted. 90% of these young cuttings ' 2arc growing. They
have been cerefully watched and cared for during the year and are
making splendid growth and develoning good root systems.
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3 1bs of Caragana seed, 8 1bs of Ash seed, 3 1bs. of
Meple seed, end 11 1bs of various other #istree a8nd shrub ssedd were
sown. About 50 1lbs of various kinds of trese, shrub and flower seeds
have been collected, cleaned and stored this fall, end so far,
about 50,00C cuttings of trces preparcd for yilanting.

The vegetable grown between the lincs of trees etc., in
the Cemetery nursery ere being distributed to the ncedy through the
Associated Cherities, Selavation Army etc., bul most of the potatoes
are being nreserved, as a large quentity will be required for
plenting noext season.

A small crop of potatops was grown in the St.Patrick's
Island nursery.

Nursery stock we have on he' at preosent is as follows:-

Cemetery Nursery Trces. 271

B8hrubs 231

Perennials 4015

Roses 1450

. Rooted tree cuttings 1170¢.
Victoris Ferk Nursery. Trecs 196

Shrubs 269C

Hooted trec cuttings. 11000

St .Fatrick's Island Nursery.
Trees 2075
Shrubs etc. 137C0 _

The cstimated value of these is $3,500.00

If the practice of annuslly propogeting trees is
continued an ample supply will, in & few years be available both
for our own and citizens' nceds at & minimum cost.

GREENHOUSES,
With a vicw to economy 2 men only have becn employed
in the greenhouses, instead of 3 as peaviously.

57,589 plants heve been reised and these have been
disposed of as follows:- .

City Hall gerden and boxes 6,750 plants valued at § 338.20
City Hall interior decoration "287 plents wvalued at £16.75
St.George's Island 2,675 plants valued at 77.75
Plot on 17th Avenue 4,500 plents valued at 130,90 |
Central Iark 18,508 plants valued at 1117.85
Public Library boxes & thubs 1,70C plants valued at 66,00
Cemetery 3,314 plants valaed at 130,45
Victoria Park,Sunken Garden 4,040 pdants valued at 146.30
Pire Hall garden & boxes 11,460 plants valucd at 317.10 |
Miscellensous 4,355 plants valued &t "139.06.
TOTAL VAINE -------- -§. ¥,680.35 |
ot
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The palms and decorative plants heve been loaned for
use at public functions, entertainments and church festivals, on
18 nccesions.

There is still a greet demend for plants and flowers
in the Cemetery, visitors being very enxious to purchase these at
the Civie Grecnhouses.

Greenhouse stock at the present time consfsts of 2,850
plents valucd at $2,350.00.

SKATING RINKS.

Besides those in Mewata, Hillhurst and Victordia Parks
end the Cemotery, rinks were maie lest winter et 18 schools, &nd on
orivate »roserty in about 70 leocations.

This winter so far rinks have been made at the following

locations: -~ : ‘

Victoria Park, Mewate TFark, Hillhurst Park, Cemctery,

, Sunnyside, 4th Ave, & Sth St. Vest, Bridgelend, 13th Ave. and 4th

St. West, Calgary Tennis Club, St.Mery's. St.inne's,Sacrod Heart,
Crescent Heights and King George Schoels and 17th Ave. H.E,

About 1% miles of gocd ice is being cared for on the ¥
Blbow River and free dressing rooms provided. This stretch of
ice ig »roving very populer and incidentally shell be helping the
Street hRailwey Revenuo.

BAND COLICEIRTS.
A program of bend eoncerts was nrepared as follows:-
Mewata Fark. 9 concerts.
Central Perk 9 concerts.
9
4
4

S5t .George's Islend concerts.,
Riley Ferk. concerts.
Tuxedo Park concerts.

TCTAL - - - - - =35

This was curtailed &t the beginning c¢f August to
26 concerte. The Sundey concerts being abandoned for the balance of
the gecscn,

BATHING.
Early in the surmer & suitable loacation on the Elbow
River was selected, the debris rcrmoved from the stream, ropes stretched
across where decp holes existed and two dressing rooms provided for
the convenience of bathers. A men weas stetioned here .and & boat
was Lept in readiness in cese of need. The fecilities thus provided
were greavly appreciated ond bething was continued until quite
late in the scason.

PLAYGROUND: .

In .. almost every city throughout the United Stetes
are to be found elaborase children's playground systems in
operation, where all forms of both physical and msntel enjoyment
cer. be indulged in by the children, the seme being conducted undsr
Proper suporvision and instruction. This werk ~is lergely in <=he
hands of the parks departments of these citicu, sometimes working in

o
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co-operation with the schodl authorities. If a compPrehensive
refreation system of this kind could be built up in Celgery it
coulé¢ include park preperty and athletie fields and also the
school grounds and these letter would be of service -during thet
neriod when they are prectically abandoned, a peried which should
be & most active pleyground season, namely, during the time that
the public schools are closed. The City owns numberous smell plots
cither a temporary or permanent character. By using these small
plots together with parks and school property, playgrounds could
be broumht within reasonable distance of 211 the children in the
City. Reore wtion 18 necessecry in one form or another for every-
body but particularly for children. As the City provides
ovnortunities in this way, so in turn will its children be

better, haprnier and healthier, and develope into useful citizens.

-STORE AND RIUPAIR SHOZ.

I beg azain to call your attention ta the very
urgent necessity for building of the above description. Our stock
of large implements hes been considerably augmented during the
vear by the »urchase of horse leawn mowers, grass cutter, s»raying
machines, and other implements made by the emplnyces of the
department, and yet weo are in worse plight thah we were last
year, as wc have had  ~“to fgive up to the military ths little
storage room wthat we had in Victoria Park. Some rough sheds
have been built inat the Cenetewy as e temporary ex»dedient to
prevent our impleoments being absoolutely ruined.

. VACANT LOT GiAnrDIN.

This innovation, which 9roved extremely popular,
constituted cuite and item in the season's work of the deaartment
285 lots were predared in the early part of the season end these
ere a2ll talken and plented. Many of them »roduced very cxcellent

\ crops. Only in one or two cases was it necessary to
., complain to holders of these lots, with reference to weeds. During
f‘ the fall 134 lots have been'propared, in readiness for cropping

next soring. To help along this movement, I have also made
arrengements to have a supply of potatoes on hand, for the use of
lot holders. This work has also entziled a good deal of office
work, £s8 in many instences, the denartment had to locate lots

and owners of same, also prepare vlens etc., showing locetion of
the lots, for the use of the secretary.

_WEED CUTTING.

\ This work wes cormenced in July and continued until
the middle of October. So mmch was there to do, that two grass
cutters were purchased and teams put on to the .work. Not only
were the unmade boulevard, strects and back lanes cut, but this
work was also done on prlvate property, 2816 lots belng cut over.
The assessing of this enteiled considerable office work.

. SNOW FROM SIDEWALKS.
The sidewalks at City Hcll Labour Buream, City .
Market, and all vacant city property have been kent clear of snow
this year by this department.
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SEFDING GRADED STRICTS,
522 miles of newly graded streets were seeded with brome &
grass, in accor&ance with your instructions, :

. POLICING.
5 convietions for rermoving black loam, 27 for horses
roaming at large and 72 for damago to boulecyards have been medo
during the year.

. CONC..USION,.

A progressive park extension program is inseparably
associated with the publiec welfsre. It is not nowadays a cuection
whether parks can be afforded, but rather whether we can afford
not to have them. The 1morovemont effected by the plenting of trees
on our boulevards and the improwenent of our parks gdads to the
value of adjecent property and mekes the city morec attractive as a
place of residence. It will furnish comfort and plezsure to many
who would otherwise .. be without the facilities afforded and will
tend to reise the lcvelo of citizenship. It is to be regrobted that
Calgary lost considerable time, in deuling with these matters. For
a nurber of years very little wes donc, and then rscveral more |
years were wastcd in useless exnorlmenés. Since 1 have been in ¥
charge, this denartment has been badly handicapped financially. o
by-law has been passed for narks »urposes during that time. A large
portion of the 1913 appropriaticn had to be used to meet indebtedness
that hed been incurred during the previous year and this seasons it
has been & case of continually éuttlng down and ecororising in every
possible way.

I beg rwespectfully to . ;suggest that these facts be
taken into consideration in dealing with this year's cstimates.

N L - '
Respectfully submitted,

sgd. Wm.R.Reader,
Superintendent of Park

/ED.

SR—
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EXPENDITURE.

CENTRAL PARK.

Maintenence & Improvements to paths ¢129.C0
Painting furniture etec., 100.00
Cleening up & heauling refuse 198,80
Mulching 85.23
gnow from siiewalks & paths 273.29
Patrolling ' 150 .84
Plant tubs 74.80
Removing mulching 107.09
Menuring 84,07
Cultivation 347496
Plenting 200.4%
Plurmbing repeirs €2.84
Repairs to buildings 48,68
Library window boxes 32.99
Watering 96.78
Renovating lawms 87.85
Pruning v 33.93
' Movwing { hend 2 204,26
Mowing ( horse) 51.89
South African Memorial. (Labor)] 101.93
Bsdding 1z24.88
Tree spraying 24 .58
Refuss bin 1050
Material 483,30
South African Memorial (Meterial) 24,99
Vater 5E00.00
Miscellaneous _B03,59
v4,1563.78
MZWATA PARK.
Cleaning refuse $£90.44
Fetrolling 173.C3
“Repairs & Improvements to Ath.Appts. 26.00
Aeneirs to childron's Appts. 22.30
Sand Pit 2£.60
Aaintenence of Athletic field 486,20 e
Plumbing Maintenancc & Repairs 46.48
Oultivation 169 .24
Baseball Player’s boxues 29.60
Mowing (horse) 64,85
Cutting rough grass & Weeds 43 .45
~Tennis courts 105.16.
Levelling and seeding 141.6%
Fencing along river £20.60
Watering 26.00
Rinks (2 seasons 619.71
Material 185,41
Water 300,00
Miscellaneous 165,57
$2,943.3
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RILEY PARK.

Toboggen slide

Manuring

Patrolling
, Renairs to ehildren's annts,
,Surfacing chiléren's Playground
Repeirs to fence

Send Pit

Flowing, harrowing & Rolling
Planting

Survey and plans

New  ~beds

Cultivation

Plurmbing

Vetering

Remodelling torder

Clsaning up & hauling refuse
Sowing grass sesd

Mowing {Horsc)

Pruning

Painting fence, flagstaff & Furn.

Removing and Plenting $rees from G.T.E.

Cutting rough grass and wecds
Gress verge to border
Peraring menure

Loading & Hauling grevel
Mulching

Material

Water

¥igcellancous

HILLIURST ATHLITIC PARK.

Plumbihg renairs

Snow from sidewalls
Petrolling

Remodelling & Reneirs to fence
Cleaning up refuse

Eepairs to Ath. epparatus
Meintenance of Ath. fields
Cutting ram-h grass

Material

Miscellaneous

ST.GEORGE'S ISLAND,

Cinders to rocds.

Painting & repairs to Bldgs. & Furn.
Lavatories

Removing snow from roads and bridges
Petrolling

Road Maintenance

Children's playground epparatus

New Perk furniture

R
S
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122.46
194.41
52.94
192,14
375.65
3£.00
159.43
150,15
71.21
21.90
111.71
59.26
85.93
180.55
187.79
136.16
82.97
162.65
43..69
552.38
£00.00

374.59

26.65
64.17
44,65
126.93
69 .07
54,056
137 .39
27 . 04
84 .80
~00.00

$B22 .43
172.49
45,68
63.90
154.50
59440
25.75
165.88

+4,420.90

& ml4.75



ST.GDOLGITS o Io 1D cont'a.,

Tree doctoring $269.29
Rustic scats and fences. 122.50
Clearing up refuse 165,24
Painting bridges 13.85
Storing & distrivbuting furniturs 33,20
sRasurfacing children’s playground 52,63
Sand pit 19.20
Mok¥ing new flower beds. GO.u&
Planting St.Patrick’s Island Hurqery. 127.E0
Cultivation B " 78,75
fotatoe crop " m " 58,18
Manuring v " " 76 . O“
Plurmbing Maint. anc repairs T4 5S
Vowing (Horse) 120,00
Catting rough grass and weods 187.82
Leovelling, loaming & re-sceding lawns 247 .80
Piling on shoro 95.95
B@lx il'l{) A’O- i CJ
Rone swings 14.65
E.of L.l.&.F.2icnic 101.73
Terrace around pavilion £1,E0
. Forcing dangerous enbanks at bridges 130 .47
Water 500,00
Ligsht 527.92
MNaterial 418,02
Miscellaneous 167,32

$4,773.84
_Y—I_CTOR Ifl P-CRLIL : o

Snow from sidewalks ¢ B7.41
Plumbing ropeirs & Drinking founts. 16.97
Rin¥ (2 scasons) 313.95
Menure dump 389 .85
Painting & repairs to furn. etc., 92.78
Cultivation Nursory 157.09
Plenting Nursery Cl.bb
Cultivation Shxmbbery borders 1E8.33
Pruning 63.92
Tree doctoring (dressing wounds) 8.01
Cleaning up refuse 106.54
Repairing & Remodelling football ferce. 198.83
Maintenance of ecthletic field 170.97
Sunken Gerden 185.98
Digging dandelions & cutting wecds 444,20
Painting football fence 3E.00
Dressing room for football ground 90,00
Moterial T.Cl
Miscellaneous _136.36

TUXZDO PiERK.

Rink $168.33
Seats for band stand 6 .30
Painting band stend 17.40
Grading” 252.50
Plowing,discing & preparing for cult. 65.45
Material 30,60
Light 4.00

"3 544 .58,
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SHOULDICE Piri.

Lavatories

New Perk furniture
Plowing, 8iscing, hgrr. roll. & seeding
Fencing along river.
Moving &. weed cutting
Kope swings

Cleoaring up rcfuse
Prepering for vnotatoe crop
Picking up stones

Shack

Material

Misecellaneous

BCWIIZES PAIK.

Lavatories
Cutting brush & opening »eths
New furniture
. Repairing & storing furniture
Patrolling
Cleaning rcfuse
Rustic seats
Piling & repairing embankment
Cleaning debris from streem
Road Improvement
Repairs to bridge
Rope swings
. Tree doctoring
Collecting & hauling wood for Ass.Char.
Material
Miscellaneous

CITY HALL

Interior decorations

Snow from sidewalks

Garden

Zinc trays

Fencing

Leveling & sceding, grassplot east)
of City Hall )

Material

BOULEVARDS .

Turning water on & off, emptying pipe52
and renairs to water service J

Iree spraying

Painting tree stakes

Re-staking and tying

Dressing tree wounds

Reking and rolling boulevards

Hauling refuse

R

Y
; 0
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¥ 44.74
26.5b
141,56
39.83
53.46
6425
21.45
420.63
35,28
31.00
347.60

_20.10.

58.82
192.21
35.46
54 .08
69.20
96,44
28.25
134.00
47,94
69,15
68.46
14.15
80.23
202.90

$125.47
Z.64

154 .88

32.01
38443

20.80

_ 155.61

#549.95
250.43
100.61
344,91
LBE.73
201,34
266,22

$1191.45

$1199.30

¢ HL0,84



BOULDVARDS Cont'd,

Cultivating trees

Tresz planting

Fenovating and seeding

Spraying dandelions

Mowing gress on boulevards

Cutting grass & weeds on strip)
next property

Cleaning unpaved cressings

Vaterying trees

Watering grass

Repdaaing dead trees

New Boulevard stri

Tree guards (labor)

LN

$678,34
1766 .28
555,94
287 .81
245850

289,58
204.0

212,32
127,50
122.20
5ep .85

1l71.32

Cutting trees interfering with light wrs. &8.92

Tree pruning
Naterial
Water
Miscellsnecous

UNION CEMRIZEY.

Grave digging

curplas scil from graves
Caretaking

Cutting rough grass

Painting fences, furniture etc.,

Painting cottage
Rink (2 seasons)

Plumbing repairs and alterations

Snow from reads

Cleaning up refuse

Cinders to roads

Surveying, laying out plots & )
correcting plans )

Road maintenance & improvements

Grading road

Tree planting

Grading leaming and seeding sects.

Fencing

Patrolling

Loaring and seeding plots
Maintenance of plots
Wotering

Cultivation

Mowing (Hand)

Mowing (Horse)

Staking & tying trees
Flower borders

Iree spraying

Draining roads
Preparing manure

Water service extension
Tabulating o0ld records
Cement lot markers

Grading by public werks dept. 2nd St.E.

mulching
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20C,98
1267,27
15C0.00

$1372.87
25589
122C.00
526,34
58.91

38 .40
139.89
20.46
180.01
143,40

321,50
183.87

271.682
442,857
1030.42
498,04
71 .04
50 .59
215480
470,93
77.96
117,48
111l.22
76423
84 .00
166,98
29445
213.84
90.91
216,90
39.88
202.89
122 .22
1685.50

$1.4630,11



UNION CEMOTERY Cont'd.

The City of
Parks and Recreation Department fonds

Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives

Material 464 .24
ater 5C0 .00
Miscellaneous 113.75 ‘
$10,494.70
/ GENERAL WURSERY 2,590.562
J GENZRAL GREENHOUSES 3, 930,81
{ PIEE HALLS 32.95
School rinks 204 .72
Elbow River rink 403,60
Other rinks 1882.70
Material 1CL.4€
Weter 600,00
Miscellaneous __95.EL
w 2,793,98
- BANDS 2,771.00
~ BUNDRIZES.
Bathing facilities $19C.75
Vacant lots gardens 980.9b
Weed cutting 1795.42
Removing snow from sidewellks 201 .39
Seeding newly graded streets 569496
Spraying trees for Citizens 70.55
Flower show 123.04
Repairs to private lawvms (Elbow Park) 278,74
Patriotic Fund Flower sale 3Z.26
Sundry decoretion 8L.37
Delivering vegetable for Ass.Charities 17.94
Christmas Tree Central Park 60 .49
Stable work (Driving hbrses labor) 290,75
Repairs & Painting tools & ecuipment 307.10
Stable werk (Teams Labor 58 .€9
Shoeing 188.80C
Road drags, snow scrapers and other |}
new implements mede by department 92498
Public playgrounds outside parks 181,45
New Auto 687,50
Auto Maintenance & repairs 202,33
Lebor buresu Grounds 154,50
Rermodelling Lathwell's garden 122.85
Remodelling Christie's garcen £8.56
Civie Clean up 237 .68
Lebor lifting trees (Canmore) 123,50
Meterial 2520.42
Stores charges 304,59
achihe shop charges. {Repsirs,labor )
and moterial ) 138 , 34



SUNDRIES Cpnt'd,

Tools, plant and equipment : $1250.61
Maint. Tools, Plant and equipment 191.33
Trees for sale 904,28
Stationery 460.45
Printing 8.52
Steble a/c (Vet, Harhess estc., 162.09
Horse feed 1748 .54
Salaries 5028.68
Transportation 141.80
Telephone 11.20
Miscellaneous 515.45 o
T $20,624.02
TOTAL----~-~ $80,565b.75
Invoices received since compilation ef
%nnual report
‘"Herse feed for December $319.88
Office Furniture 24,45
Stetionery 2.50
Shoeing 6,46
Machine shop charges 1.57
Stores charges 17.22 ‘
374 .08,
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