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To His Wor.hip the Mayor. OOIXlInissioners & Council, City Hall, Calgc.ry. 

Gen1l1emen:-

I beg respectfully to submit my 4th annual report covering the 

work of this department accomplished under your direotio~ dUrlng~~ 
with recommendations for the ensuing year. 

The developeJmnt of tm Cityrs park system made very good progress 

during the p8styear. This is due. >to a great extent. to the fact "fJI~­

the Department is gettill8 gradually better equipped., that much of the 

foundation mrk, whi~, though mald.;p.g very little show f is often the 
-

most costly part of an undeftak~ns, was done in the preceding years, 

last but llpt If3aEtt, the effea~ of ilnpr ovement in methods of administ~_~t': 

is now beginning to g1 v(t tangible results. The Department is also now'" 

beginning to get results ffQm the large stocks of plants, etc. that had-
~, 
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been raised and were in co-q,rse 01 4~velopement during the earlier period.;~:;,~ 
• t '. ;,,;:;":'. 

The fear of cons~deral),~8 4~. to tr.es and shrubs expressed ~n JD¥.: ' 
last report was not unfounde~. The seVere weather of the winter of . ' , 

1914-15 togetoor with the unfavorable condi tiona of the previous fall, 

caused great ha"toc throughout the distric t. ~i8 was fUrther aggravated 

oy a most ur.;.iavox'ab.l.e 6pr~:.lg, LlI.)t ;;;)ull~l~in~ v'd.\i~l i.:WYo.!.'6 .L:".ie=,: .. t 1£:':;>3",;;'; ~ ;:::...:.:.'.;. 

much wind dOing more damage in all probability, during that season than 

was done in the'~nter and proving as severe a test as vegetation is 

I ikely to receive. The summer was remarkable for frequent and extreme 

fluotuations of temperature. and was not favorable to tree and shrub 

growth. The growth of grass and herbaceous plants generally was very 

vigorous, due to vigor imparted by rainfall of the previous year and 

fairly regular precipitation this season. This ra~nfall materially 

reduced the labor of water1ng.very little being done except during the 

j?lantLlg J:)eriod~ The late aprLlg had its a.dv~nt/;l.gel:l in that it kept 

growth dormant and prolonged the planting Season. 

was started 6 weeks later than in 1915. 

The mowing of grass 

'The prospects of satisfactory wintering is favorable at the present, 
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time"weather beiDg such during the fall that the growths were better 

ripened. 

Summary of planting for the season exclusive of nursery Ind bedd­

ing is as follows:-

Trees- 8588. Shrubs- 1620. Vines- 499. ?erennia1s.24,484. 
Bulbs- 5589. 

21.690 trees, and 7,011 shrubs have been planted during the 4 

years that I have.had charge of the Parks. 

One very encouraging feature this season was the great increase in the 

number of people making use of the parks. Citizens are apparently 

acquiring the "park habit'" in a marked degree, whole families during 

the hot weather seeming almost to reside in them. 

A matter that is worthy of consideration is the erection of a 

building in one of our parks to house the excellent natural h~tory + 
collection that is at the present time so indifferen tly displayed in 

the basement of the Lands Titles building. A park would be a most 

suitable location for a collection of this kind, and would add interest 

and attractiveness to whichever park might be chosen for the purpose, 

'" and action of this kind would t,end to insure the remaining in the ci ty 

of a collection that is likely to become of very consi~erable value. 

Experiments in a small way have indicated. .that the work of this 

Department can be very profitably extended into private grounds and 

homes' of citizens by way of providing requisites. Trees, plants, 

com~ost. manure, etc. have been supplied in small quantities, and 

numerous requests have been received for these and other articles. This 

d.-emand. would indicate that the Parks DepartIIl3 nt was the only medium 

by Which these needs could be met. It seems reasonable for the Depart-

ment to meet, these demands so fa.r as .L t c~n \vi thout L'l'tieriering wi th 

f any legitimate bUSiness. 
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The Revenue of the Department totalled $12,207.15. I am of the 

G_Jinion that the Cemetery is now in a sufficiently im?roved condition 
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to, be made self supporting. The Golf Course should also be self-

supporting and with increased facilities may even be made to show a 

profit. I think sufficient stock can now be sOld anllllally from the' 

Nurseries to meet the maintenance cost of these, so· that whatever 

plants are used from this source for the embellishment of the Parks will 

be grown without cost to the taxpayers. If our activities are extended 

in the direction of growing faed for the City Stables and vegetables 

for the public institutions of the' ci ty, I belfeve the Parks Department 

ca~ be placed on a basis whereby it will be run at very small actual 

cost to the ratepayers. 

I 

CENTRAL PARK. The second Munic ipal Chri stmas Tree was erected and 

illuminated during the Christmas period. 24 loads of street sweePi~) 
were spread on lawns. Vines were planted at the bases of the pillars 

of the bandstand. Two commemorative trees were plan ted on Arbor Day; 

one for the Board of Trade and one for the Rotary Cluo, atld a third, 

known as the "School ChildrenslTTreelT was planted for the Horticultural 

SOCiety on May ~6th. 

12 window boxes and 2 tubs of flowering plants were placed at the 

library. Lawns were sprayed on 3 occas~ions to destroy dandelions. The 

roof of the bandstand having ?ecome leaky, was repaired and eave troughs 

placed on this building to stop damage by drip. By special re~uest 

during the latter part of the season flower beds Vier e protected with 

burlap, etc. each night to extend the floral display as la te in the 

Beason as possible. 

The only improvement made in this Park was the constructi on of 

paths to give access to the Statue without the necessity of crossing 

the grass. No furtlBr improvements are needed here until financial 

conditions warrant the construction of fountain basins. 

The floral dis_'lay this season surpassed tha t of any previous 

year, Idue largely to the energy and enthUSiasm of the caretaker, am 
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was very greatly, admired by the publio. The beautification of this 

park acts as a great incentive to citizens ,to add plant ornamentations 

to their Qwn homes. It is to be regretted, however, that the display 

on the outer borders was reduced at least fifty per cent, by plucking of 

the flowers. Also a number of plants were stole~ shortly after being 

planted. 

The plastering on the bandstand has beea destroyed by the weather 

and ,this gives the building a very dilapidated. app~aranoe. I recommend 

that this be replaced with beaver board. This muld prove more durable 

and could be done at very small co st. 

MEWATA PARK. A rink was made here in the early part of the year and 

two others have been made for use during the present winter. 18 motor 

Truck loads ani 22 wagon loads of s'treet sweepings were delivered in 

tids park by the Public Works Department and used a's top dressing for 

U£ grass. Bo.d.ers were ma6.e arou.udtb.e 'comfort Sto.ti on a.ud ~ndstc:a.lld 

and vines and flowering plants placed in these. 

The backstops on baseball diamond were extended 50' on either 

angle to prevent balls striking spectators when seated on the bleachers. 

The turf was removed from the whole area of the north baseball diamond 

and this was re-surfaced with 22 loads of earth, the ,ground being first 

saturated With wee~-kil~er to prevent any fUrther growth. Press boxes 

were also constructed. This diamond is now pronounced to be the best 

in' Canada by those who use it. 49 league matches were pla¥ed bet~een 

May 15th and September 3rd. 

A wooden platform was placed around the drinking fountain to give 

clean access. The river having encroached and undermined the fence in 

certain places, this latter was removed m d"re-built 0 The sand box was 

~e-constructed on a location adjacen~ to the other playground aV2aratus. 
~ 

A little has been done each season for the past two or three years 

. :,,:vl7ards the constr uc,tion of tenniS courts on. this park. I beg to re-
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eOYil.ffi;Clnd that this \york be completed -[;1.1.is yoar. This Ccin be done at a 

~!ECtll cost. Such facilities as these can be made self supporting if 

se JGsired. 

Jr ~';-;~' ?A HK • 
.. --~.-.----

72 loads of manure was plowed in the land on ',vhich a 

. c:.ccg of potatoes had been grown the previous year and this ground was 

levelled and seeded. 15 loads of street sweepings were spread on lawns 

and 99 loads of c indere used in the formation of new paths and dri ve­

ways. The system of paths and driveways was considerably extended by 

construction of 620 lineal yards of 6 1 w~lk und 75 yc:tds of 12' vvalk, 

the goo d loam being removed from these and used in grad.iYlg the ] a\TiT.J:l 

areas. Vine s were planted around the Comfort sta ti 011. 303 .overgrown 

trsc:s and ~klrubs weril removed from bor'ders and used for neVI planting 

a:Ull r.:;:r:-o~,)cl.g~ting. 96 loads of manure and a quanti ty of rough litter 

\,;rl . .:.~ lJSfJd. to mulch shrubs and perennials for winter. 

FTTJ:UflT;;S~ AT:·{·0!.:TIC GROUNDS. Large sheets of ice were fa rmed. and kept 

ill c:on1.iticn f,:H' hockey and general skating each winter. A check room 

wa(~ oper':'GcL snd l:hecking priveleges given on payment of 5¢ eac;h person 

at~(l ~:l ,.00 Sr:f1.80n. ticket. The whole of the fencing of this park was 

.r:.:~.'!·.:i '::".3'1, t::-C:.:.t on th e north si de being re-constructed a little farther 

'b ;:1.:)1':: • :~::, ':.J~c;,~r Games and 13 Rugb~T Ga~i1es were played dur in.g the summer. 

C<rT1 
"'1 "_ 0 

G EjJ~.(: -r,.~ : ~ ;-;:. ~-. A.l;D. 9 truck loads and 24 waGc:[t ~ rt1.ds of' street sweep-

ij~~~':" }l,;I.V ·J ~>: eJ. !:::.p_:-:,ead on lawns, and 331 loads of c illde rs on dri vO'Nays. 

May~y of the old trails through the shrubbery that were no longer re-

qui.red were closed by planting the entrances with trees and shrubs. 

G:ro~.lPS we-:::e also planted where there was a tendency to trespass on the 

gr',,;:;s. .A o.l:I.l.Hti ty of wild flowe r roo ts were plant ed amongst the bUJ3hes. 

Th8 :!."ough opE:n a:':'ea near the north bridge was manured. levelled, and 

S€8iGi. ~he verges of the main driveway which were ~~eviously bare, 

~neven, and unsightly were graded and seeded. water service was extended 

to provide watering facilities for the new flower borders and also to 

. s -
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the picnic grounds for the us e 01 fi-:::.,lJC partl.eo. 

4 buttresses were built by the Engineerrs Department for protection 

along .the south shore at a cost of approximately $2,000.00. I regret 

to say that these have proved i,nadequate, erosion still going on. I am 

of the opinion, that, to prevent this erosion. the buttresses should be 

extended at least as far again into the stream or. better still, piling 

constructed along the stream and the land that ha s bee n lost re-claimed 

by filling. Encroachment by the stream at this point has become such 

as to render the main driveway very dangerous ar~ I recommend that the 

road be diverted so as to take a course farther away from the stream. 

Fencing was placed at dange:::,oDs :Join C3 Or! "tne shor es of the island and 

barbed wire placed on the buttresses JC~l2..t were built for shore p:ro"t,'~r::t-

ion, there being a tel'ldeney for er_il11'en to follow the dangerous pr'8..;tice 

of eongr'3gating on thes e to fi sh • EverJr thing p08:::i b1e v..:).s done for the 

conv'2~'l. "..enee of the publ ie on bast il1e Day, when the troops camp ed on 

the L').l.&nd. Though thera yms a large conCO".l1:,se of people present on 

that occasion, pn,3,c.:tlcL~lly no damage was dO:le but the ordinary weRT a:..1d 

tear which is a nat',lral consequence of sunh ('Gcd;)iors. Drains were 

laid from drinking '!f'ountains to the ri ver to (.F-Try off the waste. It 

was found necGGr:t'J.ry to keep a team almost const,:u-::,l;j- at work watering 

the.; roads to P::''.l-l8nt dust. I beg to recom;r.o·d t-,:-~t a small electric 

S"!:y'~jr~~~Jer be pud1ased for this -.vork. T::tails t: .. o.; .. :':'8v:"ouzly existed 

Wu.t:'E: :Jonverted into regular paths by t.nmmin.g tile edges and 81). :cfa.cing 

';ivith cinders. The driveway and fi.ower beds have been ezte.."lded, so as 
• 

to form a circle around the Pavilion. The construction of these flower 

beds seems to be the proper lZt!'\:U[0;.t~z.z:'!g: treatment at this place and it 

he,s '(:2. e~'1 S'.·~.f;gG ;:, ted that th is flo::a: embellishmen t be exJce Y.ded to other 

p;,:,:r 1:,:; but )j:; ts well to be cautious in extendiI1...g this gardenesque idea 

in 1:ih~fj park.' The too extensive use of highly colored displays in a 

l-?-.rll'"Gc'J.l'e primarily composed of native verdure would be discordant and 

e 
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disquieting, Where simplicity and repose should be the principal 

f'eatures. 

The bridge on the main driveway was re .. floored and wi dened, rustic 

fences were built across this bridge, and the pedestrian walk separated 

from the driveway. Jumping pits and other facilities were provided 

for the Public School sports which were held in this park on Sept.28th. 

84016 children Visited the playground between March and October. 

766 picnics were held. 

I beg to recommend that all the old refreshment buildings which 

are extremely unsightly. be removed. also the dancing floor, and that. 

on this site, a shelter similiar to the one at Bowness Park be erected. 

I also recommend that one pe rmanent building be erected with water and 

sewer connections as a refreshment pavilion in such a manner as to be 

of some artistic value. 

The arrangement that has been in force dur ing the past two years 

regarding- the concession whereby the conoessionaire pron des certain 

entertainment features for the pri velege has not been entir ely satis­

fa.ctory and I beg to recommend that either the old alTangement of 

making a charge be reverted tom or that the oaretaker be given the 

privelege as is the case at the Golf Course, the city providing mUSical 

entertainmen t. 

I am inclined to consider that a somewhat dangero us' precedent has 

been established in allowing so-called picniCS to be held at which 

- charges are made, even if these are for patriotic or charitable purposes. 

These take the jbrm of fairs rather than picniCS and I recommend that, 

if such are to be held in the future, they be confined to Victoria Park. 

There is a tendency for motor ing on the Island. to be abused by 

speeding , driving ont 0 the turf. and into the bushes, in spi te of the 

fact that parking places have been provided. I feel reluctantly com­

pelled therefore to recommend that the use of the driveways for cars 

be restricted to certain hours that others beSides autoists have some 

- 7 -
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enjoyment of the.park without antoY8nCe from dust or oonstant fear of 

injury. I '!llso recommend that cars be compelled to tra,,(ll in one 

dire~tion only. 

E earnestly recommend that the removal of gravel be discontinued 

or at least confined to the bar that is Situated near the centre of 

t~ stream. I would also recommend the t a charge for permits be made t 

,the revenue thus ma.de to be applied to r~pairing roads and bridges, 

to which there is much weal' and. tear When gra.vel is hauled. 

VICTORIA PARK.~kating rin~s were ~~e each winter in the sunken 

ga.rden. During the exhibition several men were placed on patrolling 

duty to protect· trees, shrubbery, and nursery. Seats, plants, etc. 

were supplied to the military for the model camp, also cu t flowers 

daily for the officers mess. Such assistance as arranging, watering, 

Ju~ing. etc. was given to the exhibition management in connection 

with horticultural exhibits. 

/ . TUXEDO PARK. The east end of the park waS dressed wi th 45 loads of 

manure, plowed,and a crop of potatoes grown on this area. 4 quoit 

pitches were made, and swings, teeter boards, and sand pit built. 

Considerable more grading was done on the west end of the park. 

SHOULDICE PARK. 399 trees were planted on the outskirts of this park, 

the land wa~ plowed, d isced. and harrowed. 5tacres were pla.nted 

with potatoes and the balance seeded with timothy. 

BOWNESS PARK. A house tent was purchased and erected on this park for 

the use of the caretaker. Driveways were graded and trimmed. new 

fi replaces made for the acc amods tion of picnic partie s. new trails 

cut, dead brush cleaned up and burned. A number of new tables and 

seats was made and other park furniture kept in repair. Several 

regiments bivouaoked on this park for short periods during the season. 

~here was conslCLerable trouble dm; lug the early part of ';;;:1 e yeE.:i: 

wi"i;h cattle ranging on this park. 

ft' 
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!be .ae of this park for caDp1ng purposes is incre~~ I 

recommem that a permanent summer oamp be established here. I under­

stand that the Physical DelBrtment of the Y.M.C.A. muld be Willing 

to undertake the s-qpervision of such a camp. 

Number of Autos visiting Park between June 11 and Oct.31st. 1962 
" "people II II by aut 0 II " n " " n • 9790 
" " " If "by othe r I'nean~ IT II " II 21560 

To ta 1 No. of n 11 "betwe en June 11 If " II 31350 

'isHAGANAPj21 PARK. The Golf Course was opened for play early in the 

month of March. The location of one or two of tile greens and tees was 

changed at the suggestion of the players. The course has been generally 

i~~roved by the filling in of holes and removing of stones from the 

fairways. 'l'he fairways required llearly the full time of a team through­

out the season to keep the grass cut. I ~g to recommend tha t a horse 

. lawn mower or motor mO\'lA9r be purchased for this work. 

A oommodiouj pavilion was erected and wate~ Sewer, and light 

connections extended to this. 

During the past season I loaned a number of chairs and tables (my 

l)erSI)nal property) for use at the Club House, without expense to the 

city except for cleaning on their :ieturn. There is great need for more 

furn.:..ture and I recomrrensl that this be purcmsed before the season 

again opens. 

" , Total number of members for the ~'3a.r. 0 • • 183 
Number of players passing over 1st tee .. .7582 

Revenue. 
'Membership fees. .. . .•. $ 817.00 
Single games. • •• . .. 479.50 
Golf Balls • • . • . • . • • 429.25 
Caddies Lioense fees. • . • • •• 1.75 
Loc kers . , . . . . . . . • • . • • 76.00 

$1803.50 

, The use of the Course is increasing very rapidly. Pla.vers have 

complained at times on account of the congested condition,of the linKS, 

a:od the deSire for an additional nine holes for the use of the ladies 

has been frequently expressed. This addition could I think be made by 

,.: 
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careful planning and a readjustment of the present course. In any cas. 

the distances are at present too even and I recommend that these be 

varied by Shortening and lengthening. 

TOMPKIN'S GARDENS. "There was a quantity of po or quality nursery 

stock groWing on this piece of land vmen the city took possession. This 

was purchased cheaply from the owner and transplanted to St q George's 

Island. The land was plowed, raised to the grade of the street, and 

seeded. As this area is too small to be of much use for any other 

purpose than a garden and rest spot I recommend that some trees .am 

be planted and flower beds made here during the coming season. 

CITY HALL AiD LABOR BUREAU. The grass plo t at the Labor Bureau was 

cleaned, levelled, and re-seeded and quoit pitches made on a portion of 

this. The usual displays of plants and cut flowers were maintained in 

the City Hall throughout the season. 3474 plants were place~ in the 

beds and 18 window boxes on the City Hall. The tennis court at the 

Police Station was kept in condition throughout the season. 

I PLAYGROUNDS. I am happy to be able to state that the plea that I 

made in my 1914 report for p1aYJgrounds has this year found favorable 

conSideration, and these generally distri buted playgrounds are now an 

established fact. Playgrounds form a quite nat';.;: 1 part of Park 

developement and are essentially a branch o:f park viOr}:. 

Childrens playgrounds have been equipped with m'\'ings, sand pits, 
'-, 

and teeter boards in tfi-e-·following locations:-
/ Western Canada College grounds. 

City property situated on 11th St. and 15th Ave. West. 
A plot owned by Mrs. McGinnis on 7th St. between 18 & 19th Aves. 
Property owned by Captain Garden on 4th St. West, between 

19th and 20th Avenues. 
On property ovmed by Mr. P. Burns on 5th Ave. West. 
On a park site in Sunalta. 
At Tuxedo Park. 
Bridgeland School. 
Crescent Heights school. 
ParkView. 
Children's Shelter at Harvetta Heights. 
Sal vation Army Chilctren' s Home. 

_":'.'.J 

/1 

109 
;~ 

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 



/ " 
~" 

Precaution haS been taken to insure the personal safety of the 
patrons o~ these plB¥grounds, the apparatus being regulal"ly overhauled 

and worn parts renewed or rellaire::l. In:ur1 es that ooc~red were of a 

minor nature, and such as are practically unavoidable where large numbers 

of children congregate. No accidents due to feuity apparatus were 

reported to me. First Aid supplies as ban4ages. etc. migtlt well be kept 

on hand in the parks, however. with advantage. 

I regret to s~. however, that they have not proved the success 

that was hoped because of the lack of adequate trained supervision. At 

times many more children attend the playgrounds than the apparatus will 

accomodate and the disparity in ages and sexes leaves too much license 

for the selfish and thoughtless to take advantage of the weaker and 

more timid ones, though it is these latter that most need the benefit 

of the playgrounds 0 Without supervision these playgrounds are liable 

to become harmful rather than beneficial. I therefore earnestly 

recommend that trained supervision be provided for the established 

1'1a.ygrollnds, and there be no extension of these unless proper super­

vision can be provided in every case. I recommend that steps be taken 

to provide trained supe rvision during the coming season. 

BOULEVARDS. Boulevard trees have been pruned and dressed each wintet 

and trimmings have been preserved for auttings. All holes in boulevards 

were levelled and bare spots re-seeded. Considerable attention was 

given to the destruction of dandelions both by digging and spraying. 

3416 trees of 13 kinds were planted on 52 streets. 

128 trees and shrubs were planted on the triangles in Mount Royal, 

156 -on the Victoria Park Boulevard 17th Ave. East. The island boulevards 

in Elbow· Park were planted with 38 trees and shrubs. The neWly made 

Mission Bridge boulevards on the Elbow River were planted with 34 tree~ 

and shrubs 0 Bow River boulevard at Langevin and St 0 George I s Islc.:L1.C. 

")Ti dges south side, 100 trees and shrubs. This make s a total of 10,779 

"Grees ?lanted on streets during my administration. 

1 ' 
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The Spraying of trees had to be carried on all through the spring 

and early summer, and attention to staking t tying, and cu.ltivat11€ was 

required throughout the season. At present w,e are uSing a very 

primitive, and, as a consequence, an expensive method of spraying. 

the increased number of trees warrants investment in a good up-to-date 

spraying outfit. 

It is absolutely essential that guards be placed to trees already 

planted on the boulevards if these are to l:e p"eserved, and I earnest­

ly r$oommend that this be done during tlE ensuing season, even tl;tough 

it has to be done at the cost of curtailing the planting'program. 

Oalgary's tree growth is getting more beautiful each year, and it is 

imperative that our work along these lines be perpetuated. 

Average cost of the principal boulevard activities are as follows­

Tree planting, cost per tree ..••••• 85*1 
Mowing gras s. " If mile. . . . . . . $51.02 

BO·.'! RIV,Jl BOULEVARD .. The improvements made the previous year on the 

no rth side of the ri ver have been extended at the Langevin and 

St. George's Island bridges. Grading, seeding, and planting has also 

been done on either side of the south approach of the former bridge and 

on the Elbow River at Mission Bridge. 

The wider portion of the Bow River Boulevard would make an 

exoellent sit e for 1:he este-bl ishmen t of open air swimming and wading 

pools, and a plaY:ground, if properly protected from the river and 

these could I think be cheaply constructed here. 

CEME~ERY. 559 loads of surplus soil have been removed from graves 

~nd used partly in replacing loam removed from new driveway sites and 

partly in re-claiming the bog at the entrance to the Cemetery. 265 

loads of cinders have been used for maintenance of old and construction 

of new driveways. 2 motor truck loads and 32 wagon loads of street 

sweepings were ppread on lawns. Part of the old buildings that st~od 

- J. 2 -
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011 'i;}le site of the proposed driveway were removed and s oms new dr1ve­

v.Jays graded. 7000 cement lot markers were made dur ing t he year and 

placed in the sections. 89 monument bases have been donstructed. Two 

new sections have been plotted. 14,200 annuals were planted in the 

flower borders. Digging, grading, and re-seeding of the sections was 

continued throughout the season. The V\Qrk of constructing cobble-stone 

watercourses was continued and this, has brought about a marked improve­

ment in the condition of the roads. The water main was extended to the 

south end of the Cemetery. This' was a ra the r costly undertaking but 

was absolut ely necessary if t:re department undertakes to maintain 

gra.ve plo ts in this sect ion. Planting o:f trees and flowers, to ge'cheI' 

with the other improvements is now beginning to eliminate the barren 

dismal landscap3 effect, that, at one timeprevailedo 

ieco rd. 

Number of 20' X 20· grave plots sold. . • 11 
n If 6 1 X 121 tJ n n ••••••• 6 
n n 4 t X 12 I If 1J It 0', •• 419 

Total Number of grave plots sold • • . . . .• • 436 
Number of lots unsold. • . •• • ..•• c, .1314 
Number of free interments • • • . • . 52 
Number of disinterments and reinterments • • • . . 12 
Total number of interments • • • • • . •. . . 5p5 
Number of plots loamed and seeded. , ....• III 
Numbe r of plots rna int a ined • . .. .••• 161 

I strongly recommend that the Cemetery be properly fenced, the ' 

existing fencebeil'lg in a verr-J unsatisfactory condition. 

NURSERIES. 

Cemetery Nursery. Hotbeds were constructed by means of which 12,912 

herbaceous perennial plants were raised and transplanted to nursery. 

All nursery stock was trans?lanted and propagated to the fullest 

?ossible extent. 25,000 tree and shrub cuttings were planted. A large' 

quantity of tree, shrub, and flower seeds was collected wherever 

:.:>ossible. A large 'quantity of road sweelJ ings. su b-s oil, and loam 

he;.s be en placed in the bog :50 the sou t~l of the greenhouses for t:le 

:./,'::1.)0:3e of re-claiming tIllS for nursery use. 

112 
---------,.;....------------~.,~---

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives  
Parks and Recreation Department fonds 



" '" .' 

One 1i1te~8ting featu,e of our Nursery work was the raiatil8 o~·"a, 

-:.,..t1 ty of very creditable tulip bulbs. alsoth,e ripening of a 

':~'ityof vegetable se:eds' of several kind s.1. germination test has 
< ~ • " ," : 

beenmad;e of ' these latter, 'aridthe7 ell 'give 'a highpereeritage.~he 

success' of 'these eX',periments indf"~ that there ~epos8i'l;lilities fol:, 

local industries along these lines. 

':"$ ;now find, as a result of the experiments conducted during the 

past'yearst~.the following 'can be ~own satisfactorily here:-

28 spec'~~'s Of '-trees, 37 of sbrubs, 14 of vine s, l3JLhe.rbaceous 
perennials,5! 'annuals, (by 'rafs ing under glass ),4t6UUluals 
S:kX'araJi1.BU (by SOwing in the open. Of these 121 species have been 
introdUced by the Parks Department 'and many of tmse are now being 
grown very generally by 'citizens'. 

1?otato trials were again made. 18 varieties being experimented 

with. ~ests with cut ani uncut 's,ets of each variety were made. 10 

'Varieties gave a greater av'exage yield from uncut sets. tt~A" JQhn 
"" 

LlewelYn" heaCied the list withe yield of 16,5lbs. from 5 1bs. of 

selsa. 3 varieties were discarded as a rew.lt o"f the previous year's 

trials. 

; at. Patrick's is!. and Nursery. A quantity o"f shrubs was transplanted 

to St. George's Island and the land manured. plowed, and ~re',,!J:)lanted 

with yea.;,ling stock. 23'750 cuttings were planted. The spao.e~ 

between the iines of c,uttings were "filled '.7i-::;l~ l)otatoes. 

, Victoria Park Nursery • A number of trees and shrr',:;;s wereremo ved 

, "from this nlttsery and used for planting along tr...e park fenoe on 

17th Avenue both inside and out. Potatoes were grown on all vacant 

land in this npx sery. 

Nursery' stock on,hand. 

~rees • . • • • • . 17,939 
Shrubs. • • . . . . . • 15, 599 
Perennials. . . .... 25,016 
Roses. • . e 1,281 
Vins s • • . . ' 298 

, o-:,J-)' 

T 
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GREENHOUSES. Plants were loaned far decorative purposes on 20 occasions. 

Fire Halls were supplied with 2400 plants for grounds ahd 49 window 

boxes. The roofs were re-glazed to prevent drip. Propagating benohes 

were constructed. 55,385 plants were raised for display in ~rks. A 

\ crop of Chrysanthemums was grown and some of 'these were I dis'pl~ed at 

the Public Library, Branch Library, and other locations. The usual 

decorations etc • were sllPplied for Oi vic receptions am other special 

occasions. 

RINKS. Ver,y few rinks were made during the winter of 1915-16. T~is 

season rinks have been made and are being maintained at the following 

locations:- " 

Capi tol Hill. 
Salvation Army Shelter 
Mewata Park 2 
Hillhurst Athletic Grounds 2 
Sacred Heart School. 
St. Anne's school. 
Westexn Canada College pl~ground 2 
Tuxedo Park. 
4th Ave. and 5th St. W. 
Ogden Convalescent Home 
Central School. 
Connaught school. 
Mount Royal school. 
Glengarry Cottage school. 
Sunal t a scho 01. 
Sunnysice school. 

Hillhurst school. 
North Mount Pleasant school. 
Crescent Heibhts school 2 
Stanley Jones school. 
Riverside school. 
Vict or ia Park. 
Victoria school. 
Alexandra, school. 
Col. Walker school. 
Ramsay school." 
Parkview Cottage school. 
El bow Ri ver • 
Elbow Park. 
Earl Grey school. 
St. Mary's sohool. 
Haul tain school. 

I beg to recommend that a :;.)olicy with regard to the construction 

of ·~:leGe 'Je clecic.ee. on earlier in the season, as the cost of construct-

ion can ~e co~~ie.erably reducdd by doing a considerable )art of the 
~ 

embc..:i.1.:~inc oe fcre ·ch e gro and. has bee orne fro zen. 

J GEl~I;R; .. I· H032121;.L. The work of grac_in;:; -cerrace t and cCmstructing lawn 
••.•.• _ ....• - .. -=.;:;:~~~ 

c.nC':. driveway ~yas continued and has now "been extemed '00 a i=>0in-c sane 

C'.isGc..l1ce east of the bUilding. Hev; flower beds were made and planted. 

and the lavYl1 constructed last year was re-levellee.. and. r~-seeded. 114 

t:'ee5 and Sh!T!.':S 8_~'1C 168 floy/erine:; }lo.n·Gs i,vere :.,)lantec:. 

- 15 -
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MOUN~VIEW HOSJ:I~AL. These ground.s we:re d.isced, graded, and seeded, 

and the ~lanting of trees was su~ervised, and oroquet grounds were 

constructed. 

OGDEH B.ETU:HN~D SOLDIERS CONVALESCENT HOlm. Land was prepared for 

garden plots at this home and these garden plots su~ervised throughout 

the season. mhe convalescents took very great interest in -che eultiv­

ati:Jj.g of these garden plots, and were very grateful for the assistance 

given them. Very creditable cro}s were produced. The constxuction 

of a small golf course was also su?ervised. 

BAND CONCERTS. During the season 9 band conoerts were held. The 

concerts were invariably well patronized, increasingly so as the 

season advanced. There is a marked inadequacy of seatiilg c~j?acity 

in so::e of our parlrs during these concerts. 

J?OTATOE~L The potato cTOP of 1915 was lilsposed of with the exception 

of those retained for seed and sorre of the small ones. There was some 

losS from frost amongst these latter mling to inadequate and imperfect 

storage facilities. 

I a:.?:)end a statement of the disposition of the 1916 orop. Oonsider­

able saying was effected in the cost of handling this year, as most of 

those sold were del ivered direct from the fie l~_. 

llANURE. Though manure had been collected in c onsid erable ;uanti-liie s 

during "!:he year at Riley'?ark, st. George's IslaJld, St. Patrick IS 

Island, The West End Incinerator. ana. -t.!'1e cemetery t this was no-c 

sufficient for the re<;.uirements of the department and tomeet~he 

demands of the -)ublic for the whole of the season. It wa,s necessary 
~ , 

to haul in a quantity of litter from Shouldice Park to complete the 

mulching of plants, etc. I beg to recommend. that another dum?ing 

station be establis hed in Vict at' ia J?aI"~\:' tLat -Ghe manure, when Jre:Jared 

can be hauled out over the street railv~·2.~;- ~lhis would ?reatJ.y }esse:'l 

the cost of haulase 

- 16 -
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WEED CUTTING • The system of having a permanent weed inspector has 

. proved eminently satisfactory. 

GENERAL. The routine work in all parks consisted of oleaning up 

refuse. cleaning out buildings, mowing and trimming grass, weeding, 

digging. and cuI ~ivating paths ani borders, raking, and rolling lawns. 

paths .• and driveways. distributing and storing fu.rnlture, and }latroll. 

ing . 

Consi darable repairs bad to be done to the water services in all 

parks. much damage having been done during the winter. 

Cages nere made ani ~Jlaced in Central Park. Ril ey Par k,~d St. 

George's Island for the USe of the dog-catcher. 

The immense swarms of Poplar Leaf Beetles that ififested the trees 

in the city for several daysa'rit-e-onsid erable damage to thc veri ous 

species o:f Poplar and Willow. Everything tl'..at was possible was done 

to combat the pest. 

It being found that several privately ownod plots of potatoes in 

the city were infested with Potato Bug, these plots were isolated and 

the pest destroyed by th~ Do~rtm::, .i1t, it b6il1g d~em~J. a.dvisable to taKe 

drastic action with regard to this pest in the public interest. 

Signs and notices in all parks Were rc-painted where necessary. 

The several hospitals and charitable institutions w~re regularly 

supplie d with cut flowers. 

Displays were staged at the Calgary Horticul tuzal Sec iety' s show 

in August. also at the Ogden, Glengarry. and East Calgary flower shows 

in September. and at the Fall Products show in October. 

An extension was added to the Tool Shed to accomodate machinery 
I 

but this is still inadequate. I again earnestly reCOmITBni that a 

proper store house and work shop be el'ccted. A por tion of the 

Superintendent's House is being used for this purposo at the present 

time but this apparently is not satisfactory. 

I would earne stly recommend tha t the work of the Departme nt be so 

- 17-
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organized as to tend towards the retention of a permanent staff. This 

can be done by postponing during the Slmmer season all work tha.t can 

be as well and as cheaply done during the winter time. By do ing this 

there will be less risk of sudden curtailments for fear of over-

expenditure and consequent disorganization and shifting of th~ ].a bor 

farce. Fifty well trained men will accomplish more than' one hundred 

untrained hands who are uncertain of their jobs. It is good policy on 

the part of short time employees to make a job last as long as possible. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Wm. R. Reader. 

PARKS SUPERIN~ENDEN~. 

... :d 

11 1 t-y . 
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!j G ENE R A L REV E N U E 
r------ -----------------------

Ii Cemetezy Lot Sales • • . . • • . . . . . $ 
tG D" f rave 199~ng ees. • • • . • • . . . . . 
IVa ul t fees . • 0 , • • • • • • • • • 

~ecting Monument Bases ••.•... 
~oam, Seed, and Maintenance of grave plots 

oJ Sale of Trees, shrubs, and plants. . • • 
),. Sale of Potatoe~ . • • • • . • 
~ Sale of Manure .. o • • 0 • • • • • 

\; Sale of Loam. • • • • • • .• • 
J Sale of tree stakes. • • • . . . . • 

J Golf Course receipts ••.. 
Ii Hire of Implements • • • • . . • 
"Spraying Emulsi on. • • . . . . . .. 

y Hillhurst, check room receipts .• 
Sundry sales . • . . • • . . . . . 

3,704.00" 
2,100.00 

18.00 
61.38 

1,200.75 
890.25 
217 •. 95 
42.75 
14.00 

.50 
1,803.50 

18.00 
2,,00 

39.10 
.30 

$10,112.48 

v INTERDEPARTMENTAL REVENUE. -------------------------
Waterworks Dept. (filling holes,Blvds),. 

" U (trees and shrubs). . . 
General Hospital (Potatoes) .. 0 0 0 •• 

" " (Trees and Labor) . . . 
Mountview Hospital. (Gradingtseedingtand 

planting / •• 
Engineer's Dept. (Intake survey) ••.. 

If If (Horse Hire, Bridge). 
Tr "( n "l?avi). 

Health Department. (Damage to Hos~. • 
Fire Department (Plants) .•...... 
Associated Charities (Potatoes). 

166.02 
85.50 

600.00 
542.75 

148.35 
7.35 

136.50 
96.60 
15.00 

176.60 
120.00 

$2,094.67 

Total Revenue 1916 . . •.. 
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STAT ,l!;jiVl.r.;UT vF iOTATO CRO..:> 1916. -----,--- -- --------- -- ----------Q.uantity Crop. Crop per 
Location. Area. planted. #1 Grade -, Unmarke ta ble • Total crop. (:LCI e 

bus; • Ibs. bus. Ibs. bus. Ibs. 
Shouldi ce Park. 5t acres 95 bus. 635- 30 60 - 00 695 - 30 
Tuxedo Park. 3t " 48 " 411- 18 13 - 30 424 - 48 
General Hospital 2* " 45 fI 311-- 00 7 - 35 318 - 35 
Nursery Garden. 1/8 " 2 II 41-- 45 1 - 46 43 - 31 
Vic tor ia Park Nursery 1/8 " 2 \I 18-- 30 7 00 25 - 30 .., 
St.Patrick's Is .. " 1 " 10b.42# 67-- 45 48 - 28 116 - 31 
Received from Provincial 
De,L)t. of .b.gricu1 ture for 
1917 tests. 10- 00 10 - 00 

Totals 12 5/8 " 202b ,42# 1495-48 138 - 19 1634 - 07 . . . 

s A L E • ----------------------

General Ho spit al 
Mountview Hospital 
Associated Charities 
:Pres byter ia n Soc ial SerV ice Home. 
Convalescent Home 
Sundry Sales. 

It " 

Total sold 
On Hand., 

• • 0 

#1 Gl'ade o!-

875 bushels 
125 " 150 It 

33 " 50-' " 
157\~- 11 

1390 " 
105 b. 48 :it bs • -

1495 b. 48 1 b s • 

cost of growing. harvesting. and marketing crop, • 

Prof it. . 

Sma.ll. 

121 bushels 

121 n 

17 b. 19 100. 

138 b. 191bs. 

. . 
. . • • • . . . 

pl811ted ° 
bus , Ibs 
126 - 34 
130 - 42 
115 - 14 
350 - Be 

116 - 31 

Amount. 

$ 528.00 
75.00 
90.00 
20.00 
30.00 
81.45 
24.60 

$846.05 
116.00 

ijp962.05 

• 727.89 

• $234.16 

Cro,,) per 
.busn e1 
pl&nted. 
bus. Ibs. 

7 .- 20 
8 - 50 
7 - 05 

20 - 01 
12- 45 
11 - 00 

Cost. 

$321.90 
142.57 
182.25 
11.34 

5.16 
64.67 

$727.89 

I I 
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