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Parking Smart as the School Year Wraps Up
As the school year winds down, school zones remain busy with end‑of‑year activities, special events and warmer weather encouraging more walking and wheeling. Parking rules around schools are designed to keep these busy spaces safe for children, families and neighbours.
Unsafe parking—such as blocking crosswalks, stopping too close to corners or double‑parking in the roadway—can reduce visibility and create dangerous situations for children trying to cross the street. Even brief stops can increase the risk of close calls during peak drop‑off and pick‑up times.
To help keep school zones calm and predictable, drivers are encouraged to park legally, leave space at corners and crosswalks and avoid stopping in bus zones or travel lanes. Parking a short distance away and walking the last block can significantly reduce congestion and improve safety for everyone.
Safer school zones are a shared responsibility. Small parking choices help protect children and support safer neighbourhood streets. Learn more: calgaryparking.com/safeschools.
______________________________________________________________________________

Plan a Neighbour Day event in your community! 
Neighbour Day is happening on Saturday, June 20, 2026 and it’s the perfect time to bring your community together. Neighbour Day helps build welcoming and inclusive communities where neighbours connect and feel a sense of belonging all year long. 
Get involved by hosting a block party, BBQ or neighbourhood gathering. Permits for block parties and greenspaces are free, so apply now.
Want more neighbours to join the fun? Add your event to The City’s Neighbour Day calendar and help others discover celebrations near them.
Learn more and get started at calgary.ca/NeighbourDay.
______________________________________________________________________________

Spring gardening tips for a beautiful yard
The City of Calgary’s YardSmart program offers free, local gardening advice from local experts – Calgary Horticultural Society. Here are three ways to get your yard summer-ready:
1. Have good soil – and lots of it.  Add a base of at least 8 inches of good quality soil for a healthy garden or lawn. You can also improve your soil by adding compost.
2. Add a garden bed. Replacing a small part of your lawn helps your yard stay beautiful longer and use water wisely. Follow these YardSmart Basic steps for success:
· Start with lots of good soil. “Soil is the foundation of a sustainable garden. It plays a vital role in supporting plant growth, improving water retention, and enhancing over all landscape sustainability,” says Kath Smythe, Calgary Horticultural Society.
· Design your garden to save water. Direct your downspouts to tree wells or garden beds, and group plants with similar water needs together. 
· Put the right plant in the right place. Explore YardSmart’s plant lists for plants that thrive in Calgary and where to plant them. 
· Add mulch to garden beds to prevent evaporation and keep weeds in check. 
· Water wisely. New plants need lots of water to get established, consult plant tags for specific directions and consider installing a rain barrel. 
3. Get local gardening advice to help your yard thrive. Local experts know what works in Calgary’s climate – saving you time, water and effort.
Visit calgary.ca/yardsmart to explore YardSmart’s free plant lists, design layouts, how-to videos and yard care tips.
______________________________________________________________________________

Planning an Event in Calgary? Don't Forget the Permits!
Events provide unforgettable experiences for Calgarians. One of the best ways to ensure a safe, enjoyable time is to secure the right permits early in the planning process.
Permits help ensure structures, equipment, and operations meet safety standards; protecting you, your team, and your guests. Whether you’re setting up a cozy canopy or a full stage, proper approvals keep everything running responsibly.
Here are the types of permits and approvals you might require:
Building permit: If your event features tents, canopies, stages, bleachers, or temporary installations, a building permit may be required. These permits ensure your structures are properly designed and safely installed.
Development permit: If your event changes how a site is used, you may need a development permit. Apply well in advance to stay on schedule.
Trade permit: If your event requires gas or electrical work, you will need a licensed contractor to apply for the necessary trade permits.
Business license: If your business is operating at a different location for an event, you may need to apply for a business license.
Food, Liquor, or Cannabis Licenses: If you are serving food or beverages or providing alcohol or cannabis, connect with Alberta Health Services or the Alberta Gaming & Liquor Commission to inquire.
Set your event up for success. Plan ahead, stay compliant, and help create safe, joyful experiences for every guest. Find everything you need with our easy step-by-step guide at calgary.ca/Tents.
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