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Kimberlé W. Crenshaw, Co-founder and Executive Director of AAPF and Faculty
Director of the Center for Intersectionality and Social Policy Studies (CISPS) is a
pioneering scholar and writer on civil rights, critical race theory, Black feminist legal
theory, race, racism, and the law. She is the Isidor and Seville Sulzbacher Professor of
Law at Columbia Law School and the Promise Institute Chair on Human Rights at
UCLA Law School.

Crenshaw is a widely cited scholar whose writing has appeared in the Harvard Law
Review, Yale Law Review, the National Black Law Journal, the Stanford Law Review,
and the Southern California Law Review. Crenshaw’s groundbreaking work on
Intersectionality was influential in the drafting of the equality clause in the South
African Constitution. She was the special rapporteur for the Expert Meeting on Gender
and Race Discrimination and coordinated NGO efforts to ensure the inclusion of
gender in the World Conference in Racism’s Conference Declaration.

Crenshaw is a co-editor of Critical Race Theory: The Key Writings That Formed the
Movement and assisted on the legal team representing Anita Hill at the confirmation
hearing of Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas.

Crenshaw is also the author of Say Her Name, Black Women’s Stories of State
Violence and Public Silence, and co-author of Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out,
Overpoliced, and Underprotected. Crenshaw is a sought-after speaker who conducts
workshops and trainings on intersectionality and structural racism around the world.
Crenshaw has facilitated workshops for human rights activists in Brazil and India and
for constitutional court judges in South Africa and elsewhere.

Crenshaw received AALS Triennial Award for Lifetime Service to Legal Education from
the Association of American Law Schools, the 2021 Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lifetime
Achievement Award by the Women's Section of the Association of American Law
Schools, and Lifetime Achievement Aways from Planned Parenthood, the ERA



Coalition, and was voted one of the ten most important thinkers in the world by
Prospect Magazine. She also received the 2023 Winslow Medal from the Yale School
of Public Health, has been named the 2023 W.E.B Du Bois Medalist at Harvard
University, and was the recipient of the New Press Social Justice Award. Crenshaw’s
Intersectionality Matters! ranks among the top 5 percent of podcasts, and her internet
series “Under the Blacklight: The Intersectional Vulnerabilities that Covid Laid Bare,”
received a WEBBIE recognition. She is a frequent contributor on MSNBC and NPR.
She currently sits on the boards of Sundance Institute and the Algorithmic Justice
League.


