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Design Narrative

The Seton Recreation Facility will be a city wide destination for Community, Recreation and Athletic 

Development in the heart of Seton, Calgary`s new urban centre in the city`s southeast. Designed to reflect its 

unique location within southern Calgary, the building reflects our relationship to the land and the predominance 

of the sky in the local landscape. The form alludes to the rugged land swept and formed by the dominant Chinook 

winds that in turn shape the way Calgarians live.  The design focuses on the social connectivity of the program 

components and their ability to collect, gather and organize community in a fluid and dynamic recreation space. 
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CITY CONTEXT MAP
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Context

The building is located in southeast Calgary in the new urban centre of Seton. The overall 45.2 acre site 

is shared with a future Calgary Board of Education high school. Bound by Market Street to the north, 

52nd Street to the east, 45th Street to the west and Seton Drive to the south, the recreation site has two 

vehicular access points: an all turns intersection at 49th Street and Market Street and an access off of 45th 

Street.  The site is also partially bisected along the north edge of the site by an LRT right-of-way.  The LRT 

remains underground for the majority of its path through the site and daylights to a level crossing at 45th 

Street. The site is further constrained by the location of a temporary storm pond to the east. While the 

South Health Campus is currently the most predominant feature within the larger context of Seton, the 

area of Seton promises to be a densly activated mixed use centre.

AERIAL OF OVERALL SETON DEVELOPMENT LOOKING WEST
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Context

Given the importance of the surrounding urban context in Seton, Gibbs Gage Architects in association 

with Brown and Associates were asked at the outset of the project to develop a master plan for the lands 

forming the Joint Use recreation site located within Seton.  This process entailed the engagement of various 

stakeholders over several months, including the City of Calgary Planning Department, the Calgary Board 

of Education, the Calgary Public Library, the City of Calgary Parks Department, Members of the City of 

Calgary Community and Neighborhood Services, and Calgary Transit. The culmination of the masterplan 

resulted in unanimous endorsement by the aforementioned stakeholders.  The overall 45.2 acre site was 

comprised of a 24.6 acres MSR site for a future CBE school, a 2 acre Calgary Transit site and, most relevant 

to this project, a 20.6 acre Recreation Facility site zoned S-R (Special Purpose - Recreation District).
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September 2014

S-SPR to S-R       1.24 ha±   (3.06 ac±)
S-SPR to Remain S-SPR    8.73 ha± (21.58 ac±)
S-R to S-SPR       1.24 ha±   (3.06 ac±)
S-R to Remain S-R      7.12 ha± (17.60 ac±)
Total Area     18.33 ha± (45.30 ac±)

Legal Descriptions:
Plan 1411113, Block 13, Lot 2
Plan 1411113, Block 13, Lot 1MSR
Municipal Addresses:
19340 45 Street SE
19480 45 Street SE
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PERSPECTIVE : EAST PRAIRIEVIEW PLAZA & ENTRANCE
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PERSPECTIVE : NORTHWEST CITYVIEW PLAZA & ENTRANCE
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PERSPECTIVE : SOUTHEAST “S’PARKING LOT”
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PERSPECTIVE :  WEST CITYVIEW PLAZA AND LIBRARY 
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