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CONCEPTOVERVIEW

DESIGN RESPONSE OPTION 1
“Intensive + Dynamic Uses”

In this option, the response has been to focus primarily on 
the high intensity areas with emphasis on a sense of place, 
arrival and orientation. This provides an opportunity for 
the park to have a real “hub” around which services and 
amenities are gathered.  To the south of this hub, a natural 
playground is proposed to provide opportunities for children 
of all ages to “reconnect” with nature and learn through 
play and exploration. Key features of the plan are:

Northeast, trails are formalized or selectively 
reclaimed, to provide better accessibility and 
safety, as well a greater opportunities to provide 
interpretative nodes that will celebrate and teach 
about the river and its ecology.

DESIGN RESPONSE OPTION 2
“Dispersed Open Space”

This plan is more open in appearance but still provides 
exciting opportunities for play and recreation. In this 
option the maintenance yard has been fully removed, with 
parking accessed off the 4 Street SW relocated to this 
disturbed area. As with the previous option this provides 
additional room for picnic tables and rerouting of the bike 
path currently sharing the regional trail. Other key features 
include:

Informal trails are blocked off and 
rehabilitated to their natural state around the 
Southern Alberta Memorial building. 

The bike path is rerouted around the existing 
picnic area near the river and rejoins the 
regional pathway further east. A north-south 
bike path is also provided to connect to 42 
Avenue SW.

Lindsay’s Folly will remain a key iconic 
destination and curiosity in the park and in time 
will be used for a public art opportunity to further 
emphasize the importance of this park, the river 
valley and the communities that surround this 
place.

Parking in general has been greatly improved 
through relocation adjacent to the maintenance 
yard area, providing the opportunity to expand 
the picnic areas near the river to the south 
and provide more space for families in a 
large natural playground.  Parking to the east 
accessed from 42 Avenue SW has also been 
improved to provide additional bus parking 
for participant in tournaments, as well as an 
extension of the lot closer to the Parks building.  
Parking has also been provided along the 
northbound lane on 42 Avenue SW.

A new Parks building would be constructed 
with additional public washrooms located closer 
to the intensive use area. The existing Parks 
building can be repurposed for other community 
uses.

An additional skating/open area located on 
the current softball field, will provide space for 
multi-seasonal activities and can be serviced 
by a standalone pavilion to provide warming, 
seasonal coffee, and storage area.

The large existing ice skating area with a 
turf “social” slope that will provide a unique 
sculptural element in this area of the park. 

A community garden serviced by a 
multipurpose pavilion with storage facilities and 
additional open flexible green space in place of 
current under used softball field.

A natural playground closer to the existing 
swimming pool facility.

A Proposed addition to the Swimming Pool 
building to accommodate public washrooms, 
and enclosed concession area that could be 
used throughout all seasons if desired. 

Improved parking layout off 42 Avenue SW, 
including bus parking.

Existing Parks Maintenance Depot and 
Administration Building removed to allow 
for more open flexible green space and 
reconfigured parking.
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ELBOW RIVER

ELBOW RIVER

New parking configuration - in disturbed areas 
(75ex. + 75new = 150 total stalls)

Picnic nodes within reclaimed and replanted area - former parking lot

Warming hut

Improve river edge to allow for seating using natural materials 
such as stone along with interlaced riparian planting

Combined building including seasonal coffee 
pavilion, warming space and storage

Additional angle 
parking on south of 42 

Avenue (20 - 40 new stalls)

Large event and ice skating area

Existing Toboggan area

Important 
viewpoint 

formalized with 
interpretive and 

wayfinding signage

Pave and stabilize informal trails 
through grasslands at top of embankment

Reconstruct paths and replace steel railings

Restore and stabilize Lindsay’s Folly 
and install historical interpretive sign

Multi-purpose indoor facility, concession, 
washroom and maintenance office space

Re-routed regional pathway provides safer access 
to river and picnic areas

Spray park play node 
(under construction)

Basketball court

Tennis courts resurfaced

Existing parking with 
improved bus parking 

(50 ex.stalls, 4 bus)

Open flexible space

Expanded parking 
(27 new stalls)

Traffic calming zone

North south bicycle connection
Existing lawn bowling 
with long-term expansion 

capability

Open space area - multipurpose 

Repurpose Parks 
building for community use Grassed social slope (stepped)

Seating and 
gathering terraces 

Refresh existing 
pool and building

New natural playground with fitness nodes

Open flexible/skate space

Reclaim roadway

Existing maintenance yard

Refresh and upgrade 
baseball area. Reconfigure 

stands to remove access 
underneath seating.

Natural playground 
and fitness node addition 

to existing playspace

Rehabilitate old hard bank stabilization with 
riparian vegetation habitat

Upgrade/enhance existing playground into 
expanded picnic area

Formalize granular trail and 
stabilize slope

Formalize granular trail and stabilize 
slope along top of slope in grasslands

Scale 1:1,500
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PRELIMINARYCONCEPT1

CONCEPT 1 OVERVIEW “CREATING A HUB”

This option provides a framework to accommodate 
more intensive and dynamic uses within the park. 
Focus is primarily on the high intensity areas with 
emphasis on a sense of place, arrival and orientation. 
This provides an opportunity for the park to have a 
real “hub” around which services and amenities are 
gathered.  

Play/Fitness Existing Building

Conservation

Traffic Calming

New Building/Structure

Formal Viewpoint Regional Trail

Picnic Site

Wayfinding Sign

Learning Node

Toboggan Hill

Boat Launch

Pedestrian Pathway

Public Washrooms

Ice Skating

Amphitheater/Stage

Parking (with bicycle racks)

Activities Enhanced Entrance

Social/Cultural Public Art Opportunity

Play /Fitness
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ELBOW RIVER

ELBOW RIVER

Natural Playground and fitness node 
addition to existing playspace

Expanded picnic area within reclaimed and replanted 
area - former parking lot

Community Garden 

Important 
viewpoint 

formalized with 
interpretive and 

wayfinding signage

Stabilize informal trails along 
top of slope in grasslands

Basketball court

Tennis courts resurfaced

Bicycle connection 
to regional trail

Existing toboggan hill

Existing outdoor skating rink

Open Space Area - Multipurpose

Rehabilitate old hard bank stabilization 
with riparian vegetation habitat

Block off and rehabilitate informal trails 
through grasslands at top of embankment

Reconstruct paths and replace steel railings

Restore and stabilize Lindsay’s Folly 
and install historical interpretive sign

Parking area relocated in former maintenance yard and 
disturbed area (75ex. + 55new = 130 total stalls)

Existing lawn bowling with long-term 
expansion capability

North south bicycle 
connection

Storage shed and coffee pavilion

Redevelop and harden shoreline in picnic 
area for seating, viewing, swimming and 
boat/tube launching and landing

Re-routed regional pathway provides safer access 
to river and picnic areas

Spray park play node 
(under construction)

Refresh existing pool 
and building

Natural playground with fitness nodes

Existing playground

Traffic calming zone

Existing parking with 
improved bus parking 

(50 ex.stalls, 4 bus)

Seating terrace

Expansion to existing pool building to include 
public washrooms and expanded concession area

Open flexible/skate space

Existing playground

Refresh and upgrade 
baseball area. Reconfigure 

stands to remove access 
underneath seating.

Additional angle 
parking on south of 42 

Avenue (20 - 40 new stalls)
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PRELIMINARYCONCEPT2

CONCEPT 2 OVERVIEW  “OPEN SPACE”

This plan is more open in appearance but still 
provides exciting opportunities for play and 
recreation. In this option the maintenance yard has 
been fully removed, with parking accessed of the 
4th Street SW relocated to this disturbed area. As 
with the previous option this provides additional 
room for picnic tables and retouring of the bike 
path currently sharing the regional trail. 

Play/Fitness Existing Building

Conservation

Traffic Calming

New Building/Structure

Formal Viewpoint Regional Trail

Picnic Site

Wayfinding Sign

Learning Node

Toboggan Hill

Boat Launch

Pedestrian Pathway

Public Washrooms

Ice Skating

Amphitheater/Stage

Parking (with bicycle racks)

Activities Enhanced Entrance

Social/Cultural Public Art Opportunity

Play /Fitness




