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Final Charrette Presentation
An Advanced Work in Progress…



Introductions
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Project Team
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FAPRAC
The Foothills Athletic Park Redevelopment Advisory Committee
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• The Committee mandate is to assess 
the redevelopment potential of the 
lands located at Foothills Athletic Park 
and McMahon Stadium and report back 
to Council.

• Roadmap establishes a process for the 
Concept Plan, assessing:
• Market Feasibility;
• Utility Servicing;
• Transportation;
• Public Engagement;
• Planning and;
• Urban Design



The Project Mission
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As a centrally located, transit-adjacent site 
of regional and local importance, this 
project is about creating a well-conceived 
plan that can fully realize this site’s future 
potential. 

It is about a capturing the ideas of its 
many stakeholders through a 
collaborative process to better coordinate 
future investment while addressing 
existing aging infrastructure.



Executive Summary: The Vision
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Located at the crossroads of the 

University of Calgary, The Trans-

Canada Highway, Crowchild Trail, 

and Calgary’s Banff Trail Red-Line 

Station, Foothills+McMahon is well 

positions for redevelopment into a 

dynamic, four-season mixed-use 

recreation and entertainment 

village anchored by TWO major 

sports venues.  
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Foothills+McMahon is a critical 

economic development 

opportunity showcasing best 

practices in Transit Oriented 

Development...
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…Multi-Use Stadium and 

Recreation Redevelopment, 

Mixed Use Centers, and 

Walkable, Multi-Modal 

CityBuilding.  



A. Engagement
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Charrette Approach



Charrette Schedule

12



Engagement to Date
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About 1,780 surveys have been completed.  Some Early Insights: 
• Most people use the site for Calgary Stampeders games

• Most people drive to the site

• Most find the site easy to access when walking, cycling and driving

• Most people are satisfied with current access to parking

• Many people identified accessibility, walkability, connectivity and parking as important 

aspects of the project

• Some concerns mentioned include loss of baseball facilities, congestion on Crowchild Trail 

and maintaining affordable access to facilities

• Some mentioned that the site seems underused and that the project should consider 

integration of year-round uses

* Complete Results to be Shared in future “What We Heard Report”



B. Project Foundation
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Foothills + McMahon

Linking Two Projects



Purpose
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Challenges & Opportunities 

18

• The principal challenge and 
opportunity of the site is to coordinate 
diverse stakeholders to establish a well 
conceived plan, supportive of the best 
ideas, and fostering broad buy-in.



Existing Conditions
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 th Avenue NW

University Drive NW

* Existing Conditions Report to be Published Soon



Fieldhouse: Starting Concept
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Phase 2

Phase 1
Existing Buildings Removed… Moved?

Access Road

Interface?
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Fieldhouse Facts

• Costing and Preliminary Design Study (2018)

• Exploring long-term funding options

• Top priority in several City strategic plans, including the 10-Year 
Strategic Plan for Sport Facility Development and Enhancement 
(2008) and the Culture, Parks and Recreation Infrastructure 
Investment Plan 

• Generate economic activity (hosting)

• 14 of the top 21 sports activities served by Fieldhouse

• “Centre of Excellence in Summer Sports”

• Maintain opportunity for community recreation

• Enhanced Civic Spaces

• $200 – 250 million 



History of Planning Efforts
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Fieldhouse: Location and Programming 



Crowchild
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• Long Term Plan 10+ Years

• Extensive Engagement Process

• Adopted 2017

• Current Phase: Detail Design



Crowchild
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New Pedestrian Overpass

Access Points TBD

Detail Design TBD

+/-10 Acres taken from McMahon Lands

+/- 4 Acres Potential Reclaimed Lands

Access to be explored

Long Range Plan



Stadium
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Completion of Concourse

New “Front Door”

Updates and Renovations Throughout
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Citybuilding Opportunity: Current Best Practices



28Several Dozen of Precedents Identified



29

Subject Matter Specialist
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31The Vision…



32An Immediate Opportunity



Adjacent Plans
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Banff Trail Station Area Plan

University of Calgary 
Long Range 

Development Plan

Banff Trail ARP

University Heights/ South Shaganappi
Communities Area Plan



C. Rationale & Foundation



Guiding Principles
1. Minimize Wasted Space
2. Suburban Car-Focus to An Urban Centre (Major Activity Centre)
3. Maximize Walkable, Bikeable, and Transitable to Balance out Car Focus

• Connections and Porous Blocks (Multiple Direct Routes – through and beyond site)
• Improve Transit Connections through placemaking
• Plan for Bike Infrastructure and Services
• Reduce Car Focus
• Managed Parking, Shared District Parking

4. A Year-Round  Sports, Recreation, and Entertainment Village
5. Certainty of Vision, Flexibility in Application
6. Careful, Strategic Phasing
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Market Study
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Future Phases Should 
Consider Office (Medical)

+/- 40k sf Entertainment/East
+/- 100k Neighbourhood *if* Grocery



Recreation and Leisure Trends Study
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• General Leisure Trends

• Calgary Demographic Profile

• Field Use/ Turf Conversion

• Cricket Incorporation



EXP: Servicing Study
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Base Rationale
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Key Public Space/Gateway

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

Street/Path Network

Potential Redevelopment Block

Outdoor Field
?= Field to Relocate

Potential Parking Facility

P

P

P

P

P

? ?



Public Realm/Stadium Surrounding Activiation

Subject Matter Specialist: S9Architecture



Footer Titile is Here 41
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Concept Development



D. ”Final” Concept Plan



Focus Areas
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South Infill/Parking Opportunity

Entertainment District, Stadium 
Front Door, Transit Interface

Interface at 24th/University

Redevelopment at University Drive 

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

Central Greenspace



Focus Areas

45

South Infill/Parking Opportunity

Entertainment District, Stadium 
Front Door, Transit Interface

Interface at 24th/University

Redevelopment at University Drive 

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

Central Greenspace
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Focus Areas + Phasing

Crowchild Fieldhouse



PHASE 1
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Tower Element/Entry Assembly
• Woonerf/Parking Access
• Back-Of House Established
• Relocated Displaced Buildings?



PHASE 2
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Mixed-Use Wrapped Parking Deck
• Define Street+Tailgate Woonerf
• Four Season Plaza+ New Front Door
• Hotel+Entertainment Retail



Focus Areas for Exploration
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South Infill/Parking Opportunity

Entertainment District, Stadium 
Front Door, Transit Interface

Interface at 24th/University

Redevelopment at University Drive 

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW



Public Realm/Stadium Surrounding Activiation

Subject Matter Specialist: S9Architecture
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Footer Titile is Here  |  
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Plaza Precedents: The Battery at Sun Trust Park

Plaza: 50X60m Core, 27X80m expanded (1.2 ac.)



Plaza Precedents: 1060 Wrigley Park

Plaza: Triangle, 60-20m X 110m (1.0 ac.)



Plaza Precedents: Daylighting the Field at The Texas Rangers
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Multi-Use Plaza: 60X90m (1.3ac.)
Turf/Rink Area; 
Screens/Monitors/Tower

Front Door/Active Frontage
Permeable Ground Level to Field
Vertical Element

The Plaza

5 Storey Hotel

Pre-Crowchild Conditions



Entertainment Village with 
Existing Conditions 
(Crowchild)
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Service Entry/Back of House

Wrapped Parking: 120X5 (600)+
Townhouse or Commercial Wrap

12-20 Storey Mixed Use, Balconies

5 Storey w/ 2 Storey 
Patio Restaurant

Hotel Expansion Concept

+15 Connection

Entry

TOD Integration Concept

Potential On-Street Parking

1-2 Storey Commercial

Crowchild Concept
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62
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Res:15-20 Stories

5 Storey Hotel

Res/Hotel

Patio

Banff Trail Station 
Redevelopment

New Stadium 
Front Door

Parkade 500+ Space

+15

Banff Trail Station 
Redevelopment
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Service Building: Garbage, 
Sinks, Bathrooms, F&B Staging

Tailgate Woonerf
- Deflected Street
- Head-In Parking
- Outlets
- Trees

Tailgating!

Ground Level Daylight to Field?
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69
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Focus Area
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Interface at 24th/University
24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

South Infill/Parking Opportunity

Entertainment District, Stadium 
Front Door, Transit Interface

Redevelopment at University Drive 



PHASE 2
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW



PHASE 3
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Aquatics/Fitness/Meeting Rooms
• Arenas
• “Bike Plaza”
• Stair/Ramp Connection
• 24th Street Considerations
• The “Parade”
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Improved Crossing

Green

Bike Parking/Charging

Outdoor Stair/Ramp Connection

Aquatics/Fitness/Meeting

Arena Complex

Turnaround/Layby

Pedestrian“Parade”

Multi-Use Field

Cycle Plaza

+15 Connection

Liner: Concourse/Residences

New Street Entry
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University of Calgary 
Long Range 

Development Plan
Mixed Use/Parking Facility

Green: Bike Routes

Red: Pedestrian Routes

Interface Opportunity

Church Lands 



76

Future Parking Deck

Possible Wrap/ Active Edge

New University Bldgs
Pond and/or Rec Facility

Improved Crossing
Cycle Plaza

Ped and Bike Plazas

Long Term Opportunities
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Proposed Fieldhouse Cross Section

View to South



Active Transportation Study
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24th Avenue Concepts
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Existing Conditions



24th Avenue Concepts
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Option 1



24th Avenue Concepts
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Option 2



Focus Areas
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South Infill/Parking Opportunity

Entertainment District, Stadium 
Front Door, Transit Interface

Interface at 24th/University

Redevelopment at University Drive 

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW



PHASE 3
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW



PHASE 4

85

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Northwest Residential
• Arena Dropoff/Main Entry
• Field Redevelopment
• Possible University Building/Pond
• University Drive Considerations



Built-Form: Guidebook for Great Communities

East Side/TOD OnlyTypicalTransition



Block Precedents

A. Olympic Village, Vancouver B. Midway, St. Paul C. The Bridges, Calgary

Concept: Small Urban Blocks, Green Buildings, Green Roofs and Courtyards, Mixed Use as Option
3-6 Storey Base, Up to 15 Stories/8 Stories Average, 3-6 FAR

5 Storey Base, Up to 15 Stories
Blocks: 36-54m X 70-97m

3 Storey Base, Up to 12 Stories (Res.)
Blocks: 65m X 111m
*S9 Architecture Precedent

3-5 Storey Base, 6-10 Stories Typical
Blocks: 60-70m X 60-70m, +/-5 FAR 



Building Character



University Drive Redevelopment

Two Fields – Green Finger into Site

Small Block Multi-Family, 3-12 Storey
Blocks: 65m X 100m

Future Phase (5)

Pedestrian “Parade” to Stadium

6-10m Mews Streets

Step Down to 5 Stories at University Drive/24th Ave.

Arena Dropoff/Turnaround
Mixed Use Liner (Res/Accom/Retail)



Two Fields – Green Finger into Site
Cricket Inset (TBD)
N-S Fields Rebuilt (now 60X100, possible 70X100 
with low retaining walls. 

Liner Building Opportunity (Res/Accommodations)

Potential Retail Base +/-10000sf- Plaza/Patio

Pedestrian “Parade” to Stadium – Trees and Seating

South Retail: +/- 20,000sf (8 stories max for Shadow)

Corner Retail: +/-3500sf- N. Patio

Retail: +/-12000sf-NE Patio

Corner Retail: +/-3500sf- N. Patio
Flex Use (Perimeter) - (Res/Retail/Service TBD)

12m Tree Buffer/University as Parkway (Design TBD)

P

P

P

P

P

P = Ideal Patio Location





Active Transportation Study
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University Drive Concepts
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Existing Conditions



University Drive Concepts
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Option 1



University Drive Concepts
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Option 2



Focus Areas
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South Infill/Parking Opportunity

Entertainment District, Stadium 
Front Door, Transit Interface

Interface at 24th/University

Redevelopment at University Drive 

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

Central Greenspace
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Existing Field Analysis



Rebuild: Water, Size
70X100 (now 60X100)
Flexible Use?
Turf? Lights/Irrigation.
Cricket?
Domed?

Daily/Year Round 
Access, Turf? Flexible 
Seating/Stadium?
Host other Events
Low Fence to Protect 
Surface

Year Round Access

Four Fields

3

1

2

4
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PHASE 4
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW



PHASE 5

102

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Crowchild
• Transit Interface
• University Drive Mixed Use



Crowchild Reimagined…
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

PHASE 5



Crowchild
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Pedestrian Crossing
From 60m to 105m

Cross Section
From 40m to 80m-150m

Calgary MDP
Major Activity Centre/TOD

Access is Challenge/Barrier
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Precedent: Queens Boulevard

Quick Access

On-Street Parking

Trees + Streetscape



Precedent: Queens Boulevard

* Concept: Non-Peak Hour In/Out



Precedent: Mesa Street, Texas

Images By: Steve Price, www.urban-advantage.com



El Paso, TX
Mesa Street

.

On-Street Parking Trees + Streetscape (Urban Sidewalk)



El Paso, TX
Mesa Street

.

Allows for Active Frontages onto Crowchild/Urban Integration
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Urban Crowchild
Consider Reduced Width

Push to East 6 Lanes, No Signals; 60kmh

Land Bridge

Active Frontage Road (Slip Lane)
2 Lanes One Way@3.3m 40kph

On Street Parking: Parallel or Angled
4.0m Urban Sidewalk

Bike Lanes?

URBAN CROWCHILD: 500m

24
th

Av
en

ue
 N

W

Tr
an

s 
Ca

na
da

 H
ig

hw
ay

 –
16

th
A

ve
nu

e 
N

W

Quick Access
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Focus Areas
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South Infill/Parking Opportunity

Entertainment District, Stadium 
Front Door, Transit Interface

Interface at 24th/University

Redevelopment at University Drive 

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

PHASE 5
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

PHASE 6
• University Buildings
• Southeast Focus Area



Parking Precedent: SAIT Field/Parkade
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P

Avenue Courtyard Buildings
Up to 12 Stories
Future Office Possibility

View/Future Access Possibility

Potential New Entry Gateway

Upper Parking Access
5-12 Storey Future Uses

Sunken Parking Below CFL 
Practice Field. 5-6 Levels of 
Parking, 250/level

Stadium Service Entry

Define Upper Street

Southwest Corner
*Final Phase/Long Range
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Identify Redevelopment Future Blocks
Retain Parking for Now (Tailgate/University)

P

100 X 50m

Define Upper Street

Protect Back of House/Access

Multiple Options for Future Buildings 

Future Parking in Hillside with Possible 
Upper/Lower Access 

Tree Analysis/Integration/Planning

150 X 50m

BRT Integration/Access



Storm Pond Option





Phasing Review



Existing Conditions
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 th Avenue NW

University Drive NW



PHASE 1
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Tower Element/Entry Assembly
• Woonerf/Parking Access
• Back-Of House Established
• Relocated Displaced Buildings?



PHASE 2
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Mixed-Use Wrapped Parking Deck
• Define Street+Tailgate Woonerf
• Four Season Plaza+ New Front Door
• Hotel+Entertainment Retail



PHASE 3
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Aquatics/Fitness/Meeting Rooms
• Arenas
• “Bike Plaza”
• Stair/Ramp Connection
• 24th Street Considerations
• The “Parade”



PHASE 4

127

24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Northwest Residential
• Arena Dropoff/Main Entry
• Field Redevelopment
• Possible University Building/Pond
• University Drive Considerations
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

• Crowchild
• Transit Interface
• University Drive Mixed Use

PHASE 5
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24th Avenue NW

Crow
child Trail N

W

Trans Canada Highway – 16 thAvenue NW

University Drive NW

PHASE 6
• University Buildings
• Southeast Focus Area
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https://engage.calgary.ca/Foothills-McMahon



https://engage.calgary.ca/Foothills-McMahon




