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PLANNING 101North Hill Working Group
September 18, 2019

WELCOME
Get a name tag. Get some food. Break the ice and get to know 
each other!

Westbrook Communities 
Working Group
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PLANNING 101North Hill Working Group
September 18, 2019

Working Group Session 1: 
PLANNING 101

Westbrook Communities 
Working Group
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What’s your name? 

What’s your connection to this project?
community member - community association rep. – development rep.

What’s a fun fact about you?

In  30 seconds or less…
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WHY WE’RE HERE

1. Understanding the lifecycle and evolution of communities 

2. Outcomes we’re striving for – creating great communities

3. What is a local area plan?

YOUR INVOLVEMENT

4. Engagement process 

5. Online activity overview

AGENDA
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PLANNING 101North Hill Working Group
September 18, 2019

THE LIFECYCLE AND 
EVOLUTION OF COMMUNITIES#1
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LOOKING AHEAD…
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GROWTH & CHANGE

We’ve added 294,711 people, 
over 113,257 dwelling units 
since 2006.

2019,

+195,711
+294,711

+53,257
+113,257

1,285,711

521,257
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WHERE IS GROWTH 
HAPPENING?

Percent Change in 
Population,
2007 – 2017
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WHERE IS GROWTH 
HAPPENING?

Percent Change in Dwelling 
Units,
2007 – 2017
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WHERE IS GROWTH 
HAPPENING?

Community Categories by 
Age of First Development

Centre City: pre 1910s
Inner Ring: 1910s – 1950s
Middle Ring: 1950s –
1980s
Third Ring: 1980s – 2000s
Developing: 2000s +
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WHERE IS GROWTH HAPPENING?
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Calgary's Population Growth, Total and by 
Component
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COMMUNITY LIFECYCLE

13
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WESTBROOK COMMUNITIES TRENDS 
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Major Redevelopment?
Infill?
Decline?

COMMUNITY LIFECYCLE

Community Conversations I September 29, 2018
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HOUSEHOLD TYPES



V05

•Click to edit Master text styles

17

47% one & two person households

HOUSEHOLD TYPES
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1924

Edworthy 
Park

1

1
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WHAT WAS HAPPENING

19September 29, 2018

1928
Former airstrip in what is now Wildwood
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1948

Stretch of 
17 Ave:

• Section 
road

• Highway 
to 
Calgary

Glendale

outside of
City limits

Rosscarrock



V05

•Click to edit Master text styles

WHAT WAS HAPPENING?

21September 29, 2018

1958
Wildwood Community Association was built
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1962

Plan Area 
Population: 
35,139 (1968) 

Peak population 
year: 1969
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WHAT WAS HAPPENING?

23September 29, 2018

1964
Westbrook Mall opened
Calgary’s 3rd regional mall
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1979
Plan Area
Population: 
30,759 

Beginning of
Development
West of
Sarcee Trail
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WHAT WAS HAPPENING?

25September 29, 2018

1980:
Calgary
Flames arrived

1983:
Saddledome built

1980s:
Growth West of
Sarcee Trail:
athlete housing
For the 1988 Olympic Games
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1988
Plan Area
Population:
31,089 

Development
West of
Sarcee Trail



V05

•Click to edit Master text styles

27

1999
Plan Area 
Population: 
30,960 

Development
West of
Sarcee Trail
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WHAT WAS HAPPENING?

2012

West 
LRT line
opened

6 new stations

Biggest
infrastructure 
project in
city’s
history Source: https://www.calgarytransit.com/sites/default/files/reports/west_lrt_one_year_review.pdf
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WHAT WAS HAPPENING?

Pedestrian
Bridge – Bow Trail

Shaganappi Point 
Golf Course
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Shaganappi LRT 
Station

• Important 
connection N 
and S of Bow 
Trail 

2
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2019
Plan Area 
Population: 
34,112

Development
West of
Sarcee Trail
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QUESTIONS?
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TABLE DISCUSSION

32September 29, 2018

What kind of evolution and change 
have you started to notice in the 
Westbrook Communities? 
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PLANNING 101North Hill Working Group
September 18, 2019

OUTCOMES WE’RE 
STRIVING FOR – CREATING 
GREAT COMMUNITIES

#2

October 2019 Planning 101
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34October 2019 Planning 101

PLANNING SYSTEM MAP
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35October 2019 Planning 101

THE HIERARCHY

Plans & Regulation

Alberta Land 
Stewardship Act 
(ALSA)

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan

Enabling Legislation

Interim Growth Plan

Intermunicipal Development Plan

Municipal Development Plan

Local Area Plans

Land Use Bylaw

General

Specific

Municipal 
Government Act 
(MGA)
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PLANNING TOOLS
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PLANNING TOOLS

Old System:

Calgary’s long-
term vision

Local specific 
policies

General planning 
policies

2000’s 1990’s 1980’s2010s

2009
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PLANNING TOOLS

New System:

Calgary’s long-
term vision

Local specific 
policies

General planning 
policies

Current

Current
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Planning in Calgary
Our Goals

Good urban design

Compact city

Greening the city

Great communities Connecting the city

Prosperous economy Managing growth and change

4October 2019 Planning 101
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PRINCIPLES FOR GREAT COMMUNITIES
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PEOPLE-CENTRED PLANNING
Maria & David

Planning 101
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PERSONAL MAP

42

Maria & David

Planning 101
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GOALS FOR GREAT COMMUNITIES
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PROPOSED GUIDEBOOK FOR GREAT COMMUNITIES:
HOW IT WORKS

Common 
framework for 
community 
evolution

Shared policies: 
• Built form
• Development
• General

Local-specific 
policies

Local-specific 
policies

Local-specific 
policies

Local-specific 
policies
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Expectations of the Guidebook 

make it easier and quicker 
to complete local area 
plans 

make it easier to make city-wide 
goals a reality at the community 
level

have consistent and up-to-date 
planning policies across all the 
built-out areas
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QUESTIONS?
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TABLE DISCUSSION

47September 29, 2018

What does a great community mean 
to you? 
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BREAK

48November 2015 Ten Future Mobility Trends
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PLANNING 101North Hill Working Group
September 18, 2019

WHAT IS A LOCAL AREA 
PLAN?#3
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WHAT IS A LOCAL AREA PLAN?

PAST PRESENT FUTURE

?
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WHY IS A LOCAL AREA PLAN NEEDED?
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CAN A LOCAL AREA PLAN BE UPDATED?
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HOW IS A LOCAL AREA PLAN CREATED?
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People-centered Planning
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Community Activity
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56June 13, 2016 |  Presentation

Purposes, Functions and Urban Form Categories
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Purposes, Functions and Urban Form Categories
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VISUALIZING GROWTH: The Vision & Maps [Land Use Concept]
• Principles for Great Communities
• Where should growth happen?

ENABLING GROWTH: Development Policies 
include development policies to enable the growth and change described in 
Chapter 1. 
• Provide community-specific policy direction for Municipal Development Plan typologies (Main Streets and Activity Centres).

• Identify the impact of future anticipated growth on infrastructure capacity in the community.

SUPPORTING GROWTH: Amenities & Infrastructure Policies
include policies regarding current and future amenities and infrastructure. 

1.

2. 

3.  

THE LOCAL AREA PLAN 
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The Challenges

• 260+ Local Area 
Plans

• 1 – 45 years old

• 7 Different Types of 
Plans

• Single community, 
multi-community, 
TOD oriented plans

LOCAL AREA PLANS TODAY
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Focus plans around 
catchment areas for:

Activity Centres / Main 
Streets

Red Line Stations

Blue Line Stations

Green Line Stations

Bus Rapid Transit Routes

60

THE NEW LOCAL AREA PLAN APPROACH

Shift to:
• 40-45 Local Planning Areas
• 10-15 Year Update Cycle 
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V03 61

Westbrook Communities 
Local Growth Planning

Existing Plans Impacting 
the Plan Area:
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V03 62

A local area plan CAN:
 Help guide future development. 

 Convey a  medium to long-term vision for the area.

 Propose a concept for how land could be used or rezoned in the 
future. 

 Apply Calgary’s long-term vision for growth, development and great 
communities on a local level.

 Provide guidance and direction at a site or block-level, based on 
unique conditions or circumstances in the area.

 Be updated: it is a living, dynamic document that is meant to be 
updated as local conditions and circumstances change.
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V03 63

A local area plan CANNOT:
X Make development happen.
X Regulate on a site-by-site basis.
X Allocate budget.
X Include / duplicate policies that exist in other City bylaws, policies, etc.
X Be considered a set-in-stone contract.

A local area plan MAY:
 Include information about future capital improvements or services 

necessary to support future development (streets, sewers, public transit, 
parks, fire halls, schools and community centres).
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QUESTIONS?
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TABLE DISCUSSION

66September 29, 2018

What are your hopes for the 
project? 



V05

•Click to edit Master text styles

67

ENGAGEMENT PROCESS#4
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS#4

WESTBROOK COMMUNITIES – LOCAL GROWTH PLANNING 
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS#4

WHO CAN GET INVOLVED?
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS#4

PARTICIPATION INTEREST
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#4

HOW WILL INPUT BE USED?
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#4

OTHER INPUTS CONSIDERED

Past projects in the area
- Main Streets

- 37 Street & 17 Avenue
- Shaganappi Point Area Redevelopment Plan
- Westbrook Village Station Area Plan
- This is my neighbourhood

- Spruce Cliff
- Glenbrook

- Affordable Housing
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YOUR INVOLVEMENT#5
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WESTBROOK COMMUNITIES WORKING GROUP

Session 
1

Session
2

Session
3

Session 
4

Session 
5

Session 
6

Session
7 

Nov 2019

Planning 
101 & 
Guiding 
Principles

Dec 2019

Community 
Assets & 
Amenities

Jan 2020

Street 
Activity 
Levels & 
Attributes

Feb 2020

Building 
Scale & 
Function

Mar 2020

Deeper
Dive: Focus 
Areas & 
Supporting 
Amenities

June 2020

Review the 
Draft Plan

Sept 2020

Review the 
Final Plan

ENVISION EVALUATE REALIZE

Working Group Online Space
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V03

HOW DOES THIS FIT TOGETHER? 

Community Elements/ Features2

Purpose & Function

Activity Level3

4

Scale Modifiers4

Policy Modifiers
5
/
6

Local Specific Policies

Supporting Policies for Amenities / Infrastructure

Mapping (Urban 
Form, Scale) 

Local  Area Plan

Community Vision

1Opportunities

Considerations

Output:Activity:

Local Area Plan 
Policies 

Urban Form Classification System

Mobility Network 

+ 
future 
opport
unities

2

Local Context Profiles 

5
/
6

5
/
6

7
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WESTBROOK COMMUNITIES WORKING GROUP
Online Space: 
engage.calgary.ca/WestbrookWorkingGroup

User Name: Your Email Address
Password: WestbrookPlan19
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OUR COMMITMENTS

The City of Calgary commits to:

Consult

• We will consult with stakeholders to obtain feedback 
and ensure their input is considered and incorporated 
to the maximum extent possible.

• We will report back on how consultation impacted the 
decisions and outcomes.
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V03 78

• Attend all meetings, review information provided by The 
City, provide timely feedback and input.

• If unable to attend a meeting, an alternate may be 
assigned to attend on a member’s behalf. It is a member’s 
responsibility to ensure their alternate is current on the 
information required to attend/provide input. 

• Group membership is on a voluntary basis.

• Members must be prepared to work constructively to 
address areas of mutual interest. 

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
Westbrook Communities Working Group
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• Members will provide input on future growth and 
redevelopment that includes their individual experience and 
values but that also reflect public good, which is a key 
factor in the ultimate decisions being made. Individual 
members’ ability to learn about and consider the values and 
experiences of a wide range of city stakeholders is 
important. 

• Group members will follow through on specific tasks as 
agreed to throughout the project timeframe. 

• Where possible, members will act as a liaison to their 
respective stakeholder groups to communicate project 
information and processes and help collect input.

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
Westbrook Communities Working Group
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NEXT WORKING GROUP SESSION 

Session two: Community Amenities 
Date: Dec 10, 2019
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: Westgate Community Association
Activity: Community Assets & Amenities 

Pre-work: Guiding Principles Homework
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HOMEWORK

• Principles for Great Communities
– What do these mean to you for the Westbrook 

Communities? 
• Public Engagement Themes

– Validation and prioritization

This input will inform the Guiding Principles 
developed for the project. 

Homework is posted online. Please complete 
before November 27. 
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V03

39 
working 
group 

participants

82

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

1,000+ 
ideas & 

contributions

6,600+ 
participants 

(online)

175 
working 
group 

applications

15 
in-person 

events

55 days 
online 

engagement

450
participants 

(in-person)



V05

•Click to edit Master text styles

83

PLANNING 101North Hill Working Group
September 18, 2019

THANK YOU!
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