BULLETIN RB06-009
(Updated 2015 Dec 10)

WASHROOM FACILITIES FOR FOOD ESTABLISMENTS IN SHOPPING MALLS
Reference: Sentence 7.2.2.5.(1) and Sentence 7.2.2.5.(3)
Sentence 7.2.2.5.(1)”Except as permitted by Sentence (4), the number of water closets required for dining
rooms, restaurants, banquet rooms, lounges, taverns and clubs shall be
a) one for each 2 females, and
b) one for each 35 males.”
Sentence 7.2.2.5.(3)”The requirements of Sentence (1) are permitted to be waived for a food establishment
located in a shopping mall, provided sanitary facilities are provided and maintained by the owner of the
shopping mall outside the food establishment.”
Question:
Could this relaxation of washroom requirements be extended to small, separate, food establishments having
their own designated seating areas inside shopping malls?
Commentary / Relevant Facts / Conclusion:
Independent and separate food establishments such as coffee shops, delis and donut shops with no full
cooking facilities and with a maximum seating capacity of 20 persons may be allowed to have the washroom
facilities provided and maintained by the owner of the mall outside the food establishment but in the mall
with the following conditions:
1. Signage indicating the location of the designated washroom facilities shall be posted in a conspicuous
location in the food establishment.
2. Adequate washroom facilities shall be provided in accordance with Sentence 7.2.2.5.(1) and be available at
all times that the food establishment is open for business.

Chief Building Inspector

This bulletin is issued by The City of Calgary Inspections & Permit Services.
Unless stated otherwise, the Code references in this bulletin are to Division B of the Alberta Building Code 2014 (ABC 2014). Bulletins do not overrule the ABC
2014 nor constitute a relaxation of the Code. They serve to clarify the Code in areas where the latter is ambiguous or does not cover a specific topic. Bulletins are
City of Calgary clarifications for staff use to enable consistency in the application of the Code. These bulletins should always be read in the context of the
appropriate requirements of the Code.

1

