Heritage conservation in Calgary
Progress snapshot Q2 2022

Strategic vision
Through the 2008 Calgary Heritage Strategy, Council established a municipal vision “as a Canadian leader in historic
preservation.” The Strategy outlined stakeholders, goals, and actions to achieve this vision. Since the Strategy’s adoption, a
majority of its 30+ identified action items have been completed, including the following major accomplishments:

•

Establishment of the Historic Resource
Conservation Grant Program in 2012—
systemizing public funding for
designated heritage resources.

•

Approval of the City-Owned Historic
Building Management Strategy in 2011
(RE&DS) and Cultural Landscape
Strategic Plan in 2012 (Calgary Parks).

•

Creation of the online Inventory of
Evaluated Historic Resources —among
the best of its kind in North America.

Approval of the Calgary Heritage Strategy introduced a set of three principles: Identify, Protect, and Manage. A successful
overall approach to heritage conservation requires attention to all three of these principles. The information below provides a
high-level ‘snapshot’ of current progress towards Calgary’s heritage conservation vision.

How is Calgary doing?
Identify
• Heritage Calgary has listed
approximately 800 unique sites on
the Inventory of Evaluated Historic
Resources, and evaluates
approximately 14 sites annually.

• Additional research funding was
allocated throughout 2021-2023 to
re-evaluate listings over 10 years
old, in conjunction with the July
2020 Heritage Conservation Tools
& Incentives report (PUD20200758).

• The online Inventory app was
enhanced in 2021 with a new
interface, GIS functionality, and
best-in-class public search features.

• Transition to a ‘values-based’
model for the Inventory Evaluation
System (approved by Council in
2008) has resulted in inclusion of a
broader range of heritage
resources, such as worker’s
cottages, cultural landscapes, etc.

• In addition to progress on the
Inventory, the 2019-2020 Heritage
Asset Windshield Survey identified
approximately 4000 potential
‘heritage assets’. These resources
will be managed through
implementation of Councilsupported Heritage Area Tools.

Protect
• Heritage Planning strives to achieve
the designation of seven heritage
resources per year. Since 2015 the
average designated sites per year is
seven - but being owner-driven, is
difficult to anticipate.

• As of Q2 2022, 120 sites have been
designated as Municipal Historic
Resources (1990-2021).

• An additional 14 sites have been
protected by legal agreements
negotiated as part of comprehensive
development projects impacting sites
on the Inventory.

• No Inventory sites were demolished
in Q1 or Q2 2022. Previously, an
average of three sites have been
demolished annually since 2015.
Heritage Planning does not have
authority to withhold demolition
permits for non-protected resources.

• Where density transfer policies apply
(e.g. Downtown, East Village,
Beltline), 16 resources have been
designated in exchange for the
option to transfer unused density to
development sites.

Manage
• As part of Planning & Development,
Heritage Planning has created
conservation policy for the
Municipal Development Plan,
Developed Areas Guidebook, and
various Local Area Plans.

• Planning applications impacting
heritage resources are reviewed by
Heritage Planning. Changes to
Municipal Historic Resources are
assessed and approved prior to
permit issuance.

• To date, 42 Municipal Historic
Resources have been allocated grant
funding through the Historic
Resource Conservation Grant
Program, totaling approximately
$5.2 million in investment.

• The heritage grant program reserve
fund receives $500,000 annually. An
additional $1.5 million was allocated
for non-residential heritage
resources in 2021 & 2022 via the
Heritage Conservation Tools &
Incentives report.

• The Heritage Area Tools (Heritage
Incentive Area, Heritage Guideline
Areas, Direct Control Heritage Areas)
are being implemented through
proposed Land Use Bylaw
amendments, Local Area Planning,
and a Direct Control pilot program.
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