
Digesters
Sludge enters warm oxygen-less digesters where, over a period of 25 days, bacteria breaks down complex organic 

materials into water, methane and carbon dioxide. The methane is used as a fuel to produce heat and electricity for 

use at the wastewater treatment plants.

The digested sludge, now called biosolids, becomes less smelly and many disease-causing organisms are destroyed. 

The biosolids are recovered for our Biosolids Management Program.

Biosolids Management Program
Our biosolids management program recovers and recycles nutrient-rich organic matter for composting and 

agricultural purposes.

In the spring and summer, the biosolids go to the Shepard Lagoons to settle out for about six weeks. After settling 

out, the final product is a nutrient-rich resource ready for our Calgro program. It is transported by truck to agricultural 

lands where it is applied using a machine called a TerraKenny. Farmers who are enrolled with our Calgro program use 

the organic matter and nutrients for crops such as cereal grains, trees, sod, small oilseeds and dried legumes. This 

program has been running for more than 30 years.

In the fall and winter months, much of the biosolids go to the de-watering facility where the water is removed. The 

remaining water is eventually pumped back to the wastewater treatment process to be treated and returned to the 

river, and the de-watered biosolids go to the composting facility to be further processed for about 60 days, producing 

a high quality Category A compost.
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