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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

WE WANTED THIS PARK TO BE MORE THAN A PLAYGROUND AND BEYOND THE TYPICAL URBAN OASIS . WE WANTED THIS PARK TO BE A WATERSHED IN CALGARY HISTORY, WHERE WE CHALLENGE THE CONVENTIONS OF WHAT A PARK IS AND HOW IT IS
SUPPOSED TO BE UTILIZED. THIS IMPERATIVE BEGAN WITH THE FACT THAT WE ARE RECLAIMING THE UNDESIRABLE SPACE BELOW THE 4TH AVE FLY-OVER, IN AN AREA THAT IS NOTORIOUS FOR VAGRANTS AND ILLEGAL ACTIVITY. FURTHERMORE, WE
WERE CHALLENGED TO MAKE A STRONG ECOLOGICAL CONSIDERATION, BY UTILIZING VARIOUS STORM WATER MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES. BEING SO CLOSED TO THE BOW RIVER, ON THE CUSP OF DOWNTOWN, THIS PARK CAN BE A BEACON FOR THE PROMISE OF
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE.

RESULT: THE FILTRATION TERRACES AND DRY POND THAT DIVERT STORMWATER FROM THE FLYOVER TO BE PURIFIED, AND A MULTIFACETED PLAY AREA TO STIMULATE KIDS OF ALL SORTS. IT WAS OUR MISSION TO COMPLIMENT THE OLD WITH THE NEW,
THE TECHNOLOGICAL WITH THE NATURAL. SO WE DID AWAY WITH THE STEEL AND RUBBER CLIMBING STRUCTURES IN FAVOUR OF LOGS, TREES AND BOULDERS. WE VE RESPONDED TO THE FLYOVER S SHADOWS WITH INTERACTIVE LIGHT SCULPTURES. THIS
FORMERLY REPULSIVE AREA HAS BEEN OPENED UP TO THE CITIZENS WITH PATHWAYS, GARDENS, AND OPEN SPACES.

MULTIFUNCTIONALITY AND INCLUSIVITY WERE PRIMARY MOTIVATIONS FOR OUR DESIGNS. CLIENTS OF THE DI AND YUPPIES FROM CRESCENT HEIGHTS CAN ENJOY THE EXERCISE EQUIPMENT WHILE ELDERLY RESIDENTS AND WORKERS FROM THE MADISON BLOCK
ENJOY LUNCH IN THE GARDEN. TEENS CAN CATCH SOME RAYS ON THE SUNNY HILL LOUNGE AS STUDENTS FROM LANGEVIN SCHOOL HUNT FOR GRASSHOPPERS OR PLAY MUSICAL BALL HOCKEY WHILE A JOGGER TAKES AN INTERESTING DETOUR ON HER RUN.
WE WANTED AN AIR OF CELEBRATION AND A SENSE OF WONDER TO ENCHANT PARK VISITORS. WE BELIEVE THIS COULD ONLY BE ACHIEVED BY REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY AND TRYING TO APPEAL TO THE PLURALITY OF THE INNER CITY. WE HOPE
THERE IS A UNIFYING PRIDE IN THIS PARK THAT REACHES ALL THE LOCALS; RECONCILING GROUPS THAT ARE TOO OFTEN PRESUMED TO BE AT ODDS.
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