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Welcome to the Rundle Area 
Master Plan design workshop

What is this session about?

The City of Calgary is preparing a Master Plan to guide 
future development in the Rundle and Sunridge areas 
around the LRT Station. The purpose of this workshop is to:

1. Provide an additional opportunity for the 
community to work together to shape the future of 
the Rundle area.

2. Discuss the strengths and opportunities that 
community members see in the area.

3. Complete a design activity that will help guide the 
future vision of the Rundle area.

Staff from The City of Calgary and IBI Group will be 
guiding you through this session and are available to 
answer any questions.
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What is a Master Plan?
A Master Plan is a document that directs how an area 
may change over time.

The Master Plan for the Rundle area will:

 Outline a shared vision for the future of the Rundle 
community and Sunridge area.

 Identify locations and types of future redevelopment 
opportunities.

 Outline improvements and policies to ensure that 
redevelopment aligns with the vision.

Why do we need a Master Plan?
The Master Plan will help create a walkable and transit 
friendly area around the Rundle LRT station.

The goals of the Master Plan are to:

 Explore opportunities for development and plan for 
future redevelopment.

 Encourage development of new housing near the 
LRT station to locate new residents close to transit.

 Identify ways to make the area easier to walk for 
pedestrians.

Master Plan documents may contain 
images or renderings of how an area 
can look in the future.

Master Plan documents may contain 
maps that show where businesses, 
homes and parks may be located.

Master Plan documents may 
contain policies that outline how 
spaces may be used.

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 
CONNECTIONS TO 
OPEN SPACES ACROSS 
THE RIVER

COMMUNITY 
GARDENS

ADJACENY TO 
PARKS AND THE 
WATERFRONT 

POTENTIAL FOR NEW 
DEVELOPMENT OR 
PUBLIC PLAZA AT 
FORMER GAS STATION 
SITE

BOW CYCLE & SPORTS IS AN 
EXAMPLE OF RETAIL THAT 

WORKS HERE

ENCOURAGE A VARIETY OF 
BOUTIQUE RETAIL TO 
SUPPORT AN ACTIVE 
COMMERICAL HUB FOR 
LOCAL RESIDENCE 

SPACE FOR EATERIES 
AND PATIO PROGRAMS

PARKING STRATEGIES THAT 
SUPPORT LOCAL 

BUSINESSES AND 
MAINTAIN SMALL TOWN 

CHARACTER 

INFILL INTENSIFICATION 
ALONG BOWNESS RD TO 
CREATE ACTIVE STREET 
FRONTAGE

LARGE PARKING SURFACES 
ARE OPPORTUNITY FOR NEW 
DEVELOPMENT

TRAFFIC CALMING 
TECHNIQUES AT CORRIDOR 
GATEWAYS

BOWNESS DRIVE 
AS PRIMARY 

CYCYLE ROUTE

3.4 Density and 
Composition

3.4.1 Density Areas 

The land use concept is supported by three main 
density areas. The different areas are shown on Map 8: 
Density Areas, with greater detail provided in Table 1: 
East Village Density by Area.

Area A is a predominantly residential area, 
accommodating the smallest proportion of non-
residential uses. This reinforces the existing residential 
character of the area and provides space for the larger 
residential population planned for in East Village.

(Area A1) is a signature site that will serve as a 
landmark for East Village with an active frontage 
facing Riverfront Plaza.

(Area A2) is a single block located along the Riff that 
accommodates a moderate amount of non-residential 
development intended to facilitate the development 
of local retail and commercial uses, particularly at 
grade, and to help generate daytime and evening 
activity along the full extent of this pedestrian route.

Area B aligns with the neighbourhood centre. This 
area accommodates a greater proportion of non-
residential development than Area A and is intended 
to support a level of commercial intensity that 
generates daytime and evening activity at the heart of 
the neighbourhood.

(Area B1) is a single block located in the 
neighbourhood centre along the Riff where a mix of 
uses is required to achieve the maximum allowable 

density that encourages the integration of public 
amenities along the Riff.

Area C aligns with the transition area and is the most 
flexible with respect to the proportion of commercial 
and residential intensity. Developments may be 

composed almost entirely of either residential or non-
residential uses. As an area of transition from the dense 
and more commercial character of the downtown and 
from the railway corridor, Area C also accommodates 
larger building forms and higher densities.

High density, mixed-use development in East Village.
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What has been done
The engagement process for the Rundle Area Master 
Plan has taken place over three phases, so far.  

(December 2016) – Two open houses and an online 
survey were hosted to introduce the community to 
the project, ask about current strengths and ideas for 
improvement in the area, and ask about how people 
wanted to engage with The City on this project.

(March 2017) – A drop-in community design workshop 
was facilitated, where participants completed activities 
about potential area improvements, building heights 
and urban design guidelines. Participates were also 
asked to sketch their 25 year vision for the Rundle area. 
An online survey was also available.  

(May 2017) – The City hosted an open house and an 
online survey to gather input and have the community 
share their thoughts on three future land use concepts 
for the area and a list of potential area improvements.

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
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What we’ve heard so far
Over the three phases, The City has received more than 
350 comments on how the area can be improved.  These 
were the high-level themes that emerged from the 
feedback:

Likes: the amenities provided in the area, ease of access 
to downtown and other areas, the sense of community, 
and the low density housing of the surrounding area.

Concerns: safety, traffic and potential for increased 
density.

Suggested improvements: the station itself, both in 
terms of structure and visual appeal.
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The full summary of What We Heard is available at 
calgary.ca/rundle

Continued

What we heard What we can do

Improve the pedestrian environment 
along 36 St. N.E. and make crossing 
in this area safer.

Improvements to the pedestrian 
environment along and across 
36 St. N.E. are identified in the 
improvements map, as are 
several other pedestrian crossing 
improvements. These improvements 
will be included as part of the 
recommendations in the  
Master Plan document.

More trees, landscaping, benches, 
lighting, beautification, etc.  
is needed in the area.

The Master Plan will include 
recommendations for improvements 
to public spaces (including lighting 
and landscaping) and will also 
include recommendations for 
improvements to be made to  
the streetscape when new 
development happens.

Pedestrian overpasses are  
needed to cross 36 St. N.E. at  
20 Ave. / Rundlehorn Drive,  
26 Ave. and 32 Ave.

The Master Plan will include 
recommendations for improvements 
to the pedestrian network in the 
area, which may include pedestrian 
overpasses. The feasibility and cost 
of pedestrian overpasses at these 
locations will be evaluated during 
the Master Plan process.

The CTrain should be raised or  
put underground in this location.

The cost and disruption associated 
with changing the nature of the 
LRT line is too great to seriously 
consider in this project. There are 
many competing priorities for 
capital infrastructure funding within 
The City of Calgary, and it is cost-
prohibitive to be funded through 
private sector  contributions.

Therefore, the Master Plan will 
include ways to improve connectivity 
with the existing alignment.

What we heard  
and what we can do

www.calgary.ca/rundle
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What we heard  
and what we can do

What we heard What we can do

Traffic and speeding in the area are 
big problems.

Changes to signal timings and traffic 
calming may be helpful.

We are evaluating traffic calming 
options for residential and collector 
streets, and enforcement of the 
existing speed limits.

Crosswalks don’t feel safe in the area 
and there is not enough time to 
make it across the street before the 
light changes.

We are reviewing the operation of 
pedestrian signals at intersections 
along 36 St. N.E. and can propose 
changes to the timing if necessary.

Lighting throughout the station area 
is inadequate.

The Master Plan will include 
recommendations for public areas to 
receive new or improved lighting.

Accessibility within the station area 
is poor, including at the LRT station.

The Master Plan will include 
recommendations to improve 
general accessibility in the  
station area.

The park spaces in the area may not 
be appropriate.

The City’s Parks department is 
investigating the function and 
programming of the parks in 
the area to see if any additional 
programming can be provided.

Need new mixed use development 
including retail, residential,  
and medical.

The Master Plan will identify 
locations for residential 
development, retail, and 
employment areas, which may 
include medical  centres.

The full summary of What We Heard is available at 
calgary.ca/rundle

www.calgary.ca/rundle
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Timeline

Phase 

01

02

October 2016
Project begins

November-December 2016: 
Phase 1 in-person and online public engagement

March 2017
Phase 2 in-person and online public engagement

May 2017
Open house to ask community for feedback 
on draft Master Plan concepts and public 
improvement projects.

We Are 
Here

Project
Begins

Master
Plan

Approval

03

04

July 2017
Planning workshop hosted in the community 

August-September 2017
Develop draft Master Plan

October 2017
Open house to share draft Master Plan

November 2017
Review Master Plan based on feedback

December 2017
Present Master Plan at Public Hearing of Council.

Phase 

Phase 

Phase 
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Next Steps:
 Attend the Report Back Presentation at the Coast 

Plaza Hotel on July 26 at 7 p.m.

 Visit calgary.ca/rundle for project updates and 
timelines and to sign-up for email updates.

 Stay tuned for upcoming details on a future public 
events to share a draft Master Plan in the fall.

 Contact Jill Sonego at the City of Calgary at 
jill.sonego@calgary.ca for more information.

www.calgary.ca/rundle
mailto: jill.sonego@calgary.ca
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